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But  one  caution  is  absolutely  necessary  from  a  hygienic  point  of  view.  It  is  a 
notorious  fact  that  Pears'  Soap  is  sold  at  a  very  small  profit  (I  think  not  more  than 
about  one  half-penny  per  tablet)  on  the  wholesale  cost  price,  consequently,  one  or  other 
of  the  many  soaps  in  the  market  (on  the  sale  of  which  a  profit  of  threepence  or  four- 
pence  per  tablet  may  be  made)  is  sometimes  either  substituted  or  recommended  to 
the  buyer  as  'just  as  good,'  'equally  pure,'  &c.,  &c.,  Sic,  the  real  object  of  the 
dealer,  of  course,  being  simply  to  obtain  the  greater  profit  by  the  sale  of  the 
inferior  article  which  he  recommends  or  attempts  to  substitute.  Patients  should, 
therefore,  insist  on  having  Pears'  Soap  when  they  ask  for  it,  otherwise  they 
may  find  that,  instead  of  being  served  with  a  Genuine  Soap,  they  have  an 
article  of  most  inferii^r  quality  foisted  upon  them  ;  something  worse  than 
worthless,  calculated  only  to  set  up  HEAT,  REDNESS,  IRRITATION,  and 
Sfeneral    unsifjhtliness    of   the    skin." 

FFom  the   "HYGIENE  OF  THE  SKIN,"  by  MR.  J.   L.    MILTON,   Senior  Surgreon, 
St.  John's  Hospital  for  the  Skin,   London. 
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public  taste  of  to-day  has  induced  Messrs.  Cassell  &  Company  lo  issue  a  Scries 
of  Original  Works  bv  Popular  English  and  American  Authors,  The  first  books 
of  this   Series   u.ll    Ic': 

OTTO  THE  KNIGHT,  &c.     By  Octave  Thanet.     5s. 
FOURTEEN   TO   ONE,   &c.     By   Elizabeth   Stuart 

ELEVEN  POSSIBLE  CASES.     A  Series  of  Stories  by 

Fkank   R.  Stmck-t.'N,  (J,  .-ir.i!  ..thcr  writers.   '  cs. 

FELICIA.     By  1'annv  X.  1).  Murfree.     5s. 

NOUGHTS  AND  CROSSES.     Bv  Q.     ^s. 

THE    POET'S    AUDIENCE,    and    DELILAH.     By 

ClAK.\   S.^VILE    LLAKKE.       3s. 

CHEAP    ILLUSTRATED    EDITIONS    OF    THE 
"TREASURE     ISLAND"     SERIES. 

KING  SOLOMON'S  MINES.     By  H.  Rider  Haggard. 

Illustrated.      3s.  <  d. 

"KIDNAPPED."        By     Robert     Louis     Stevenson. 

Illustrated.      -,s.  6i!. 

TREASURE  ISLAND.     By  Robert  Louis  Stevenson. 

With  Twfiity-ir.  L-  IKiist rations,      ^s.  6d. 

THE  SPLENDID  SPUR.     By  Q.     Illustrated.     3s,  6d. 
THE    MASTER    OF    BALLANTRAE,     By    Robert 

Loris  SitvKN'iON.      IlUistratet!.      3s.  6tl. 

THE    BLACK    ARROW.     A    Tale  of  the  Two  Roses. 

By  Robert  Louis  Sti-:venson.     Illustrated.     3s.  6d. 

NEW    VOLUMES    OF    CASSELL'S    STANDARD 
LIBRARY. 

Hoards,  IS.  each      or  cloth,  2s.  each. 

CONINGSBY.     I'y  Benjamin  Disraeli. 
MARY  BARTON.    By  Mks.  Gaskell. 

",•  A  Full  Lis:  o/the  00  I'olumes  contained  in  the  al>(n'e  Library  zuill be  sent  fost 
frtc  on  application  to  the  Publishers. 

NEW    VOLUMES    OF    CASSELL'S    YLP^l'L^  PCi 
LIBRARY. 

(  iM'.  r,  -\'o,     C"oloured  lioards,  2^.  eaL"h. 

THE  ASTONISHING  HISTORY  OF  TROY  TOWN.    By  Q. 

COMMODORE  JUNK.     Bv  C.   M.wvilu.,  Fkn.n-. 

THE  admirable  LADY  BIDDY  FANE.    By  F.  Barrett. 

ST.  CUTHBERT'S  TOWER,     Wy  Iloke.nle  Warden. 

THE  MAN  WITH  A  THUMB.     By  Barclay  North. 

BY  RIGHT  NOT  LAW.     By  k.  Sherard, 

WITHIN  SOUND  OF  THE  WEIR.    By  Tno.\i..\s  St.  E.  Hake. 


A  YEAR'S   COOKERY.     Bv  Phvllis  Browne.     New 

and  KidaiKvd  Eduinn.      ;s.  n,!. 

VEGETARIAN  COOKERY,     I'.v  .\.  (;.  Pavnf.    is.  6d. 

CASSELL'S  STOREHOUSE  OF  GENERAL  INFOR- 
MATION,    Fnllv  llluvltated,     \.  ;    I-     :-. 

CASSELL'S  yEW   POPULAR  EDUCATOR.     \\\\\\ 

Six  CluuK-.I  Mapv  .1:1. i    Plat..-,  ill  ..■..'..  \'.  :.i;ne.      \-..:..   \  ,  ...lal  \-|.       :,.  .acll. 

HOWARD'S  ANGLO-AMERICAN  ART  of  RECKON- 

ING.      Py    C.    FKtSHt;;c    Howakd.       New  .ind  Revised  Edition,  set  in  Large 

CASSELL'S     SATURDAY     JOURNAL.       Yearly 

Volume.    -^.  td. 

"  THE  QUIVER."    Yearly  Volume.     7s.  6d. 

"  CASSELL'S  MAGAZINE."    Yearly  Volume.    9s. 

THE   YEAR-BOOK  OF  COMMERCE   for  1891-92. 

Kdilid  by  ki  -.Kl.     1;,     MlKHAV.      -,s 

WORK,     Yearly  Volume,     7^^-  ''d. 

"LITTLE    FOLKS"    Christmas    Volume.      Boards, 

BO-PEEP.  Yearly  Volume.  Boards,  2s.  6d.;  cloth,  3s,  6d, 


A  Copy  of  Messrs.  Cassell  &  Company's  Catalogue  of  New  and  Forthconiing 

Yoluiiies  in-'ill  be  sent  post  free  on   application. 
CASSELL     &     COMPANY,     LIMITED,     LUDGATE     HILL,     LONDON. 
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PUBLIC    AFFAIRS. 


The  first  week  in  Sfi)teinl)or  is  notable  for  other 
things  besides  the  beginninf,'  of  the  i)arti'itlKe  shoot- 
ing. Twenty-one  years  ago  it  witnessed  the  enl- 
niinating  movement  in  tlic  Franeo-German  War,  the 
fall  of  the  I'^'rench  Empire,  and  the  establishment  of 
the  Hei)nblie.  The  i)eople  of  I'^rance  can  fairly  claim 
onr  congratnlations  on  the  "coming  of  age"  of 
their  ])resent  form  of  governnu'nt.  It  has  snrvived 
many  dangers,  some  of  which  have  been  of 
the  most  serious  character :  it  has  so\\ti  and 
reaped  many  crojjs  of  wild  oats,  and  now  having 
attained  to  manhood,  it  seems  to  be  in  the 
happy  i)ossession  of  a  constitution  which  ])ronnses  it 
a  long  and  useful  life.  But  this  first  week  of  Sep- 
tember will  be  remarkable  for  something  more  than 
the  establishment  of  the  l^'rench  Republic  in  the 
future.  In  coming  years  it  will  be  the  anniversary 
of  the  establishment  of  free  scliools  in  England.  The 
event  has  been  marked  by  no  pomp  or  ceremony,  and 
everywliere  public  feeling  is  divided  as  to  the  merits 
of  the  measure  by  which  the  school-fee  has  been 
abolished.  But  we  believe  that  in  the  future  this 
great  step  in  advance  will  be  looked  upon  as  the 
turning-point  in  the  historj-  of  national  education. 


M.Zola  has  probably  never  been  more  realistic 
than  in  the  sketch  of  the  catastrophe  of  Sedan  i)ub- 
lislied  in  the  Figcn'o  on  Tuesday,  the  twenty-first 
anniversary  of  the  battle,  and  seldom  more"  mis- 
chievous than  in  the  moral  he  appended  to  it.  His 
vivid  pictureof  the Em])erorantlMARSH.\LMA(MAHOX, 
driven  by  the  frantic  telegrams  from  the  Emjiress 
and  the  Ministry  to  alter  their  plans  and  lead  their 
army  to  certain  destruction,  of  its  ntter  disorganisa- 
tion and  recklessness,  the  ])illage  and  outrage,  the 
failure  of  sujijilies,  the  acts  of  brigandage  by  camj) 
followers  too  numerous  to  be  ])nuislied,  only  brings 
out  more  strongly  the  weakness  of  his  conclusion. 
The  Frencli  army,  he  says  with  truth,  was  rotten  to 
the  core  from  its  military  traditions,  dating  from  the 
days  of  Algerian  warfare  (and,  he  might  have  added, 
intensified  in  Mexico),  whicli  unfitted  it  for  a  Euro- 
pean war.  But  France  has  risen  again,  while 
Germany,  without  its  great  leaders  and  witli  an 
Emperor  threatened  with  an  inherited  malady, 
cannot  but  decline.  War,  for  the  French  soldier, 
has  ceased  to  be  regarded  as  a  pleasure  excursion, 
and  become  the  sternest  of  re.-dities.  But  combat  is 
a  condition  of  national  life:  disarmament  is  death. 
It  is  curious  that  a  lal)orious  realist,  even  with  the 
scientific  culture  imi)lieil  by  an  actiuaintance  with 
the  commonplaces  of  biology,  should  not  yet  have 
learnt  that  in  ))olitics  no  man  is  indis])ensable. 
I'nfortimately  this  kind  of  writing,  backed  by  the 
name  of  a  great  novelist,  reaches  multitudes- 
feminine  as  well  as  masculine — who  are  wholly  out- 
side ordinary  jjolitics,  but  in  time  of  great  jjoliti- 
cal  excitement  may  come  in  to  swell  the  volume 
of  Jingoism  with  a  torrent  of  emotion  wholly  un- 
temi)ered  l)y  knowledge. 


Wnii  regaril  to  the  Canadian  seamials.  nothing 
more  of  general  interest  has  been  elicited,  exeejjt 
that  the  custom  of  demanding  iiayment  for  obtain- 
ing aiijjointments  or  contracts  from  tlie  Government 
under  the  name  of  i)olitical  subscriptions  seems  to 


have  sjiread  to  i)rivate  members  on  the  Conservative 
side  as  well  as  to  .Ministers  of  State.  It  is  not  sur- 
prising that  the  Public  Accounts  Committee  tend.s 
to  divide  on  strictly  party  lines  on  the  question 
of  tlie  guilt  of  Sir  Hki  tor  LA.\(iKViN.  Meanwhile 
the  Toronto  dlobi'  -Mh.  (ioi.DWi.v  S.MITH'.s  organ, 
if  we  mistake  not— states  that  Lord  Sali.shury  has 
intimated  to  the  Premier  his  view  that  a  General 
Election  is  desirable,  and  that  it  will  take  jjlace  next 
yeai-.  The  accuracy  of  this  statement  is  obviously 
open  to  question.  But  the  jiosition  of  the  Ministry 
will  hardly  be  imjiroved  by  the  Census  returns, 
which  show  a  marked  decrease  in  the  country  pojju- 
lation,  hardly  comiiensated  for  (as  Canada  is  a  "  new 
country")  by  the  growth  of  the  towns.  This  is  of 
course  a  feature  of  the  United  States  as  well  as  of 
Canada:  and  a  certain  class  of  Protectionists,  from 
Hexry  Carev  onward,  have  always  favoured  an 
m-ban  civilisation.  Their  present  rejn-esentative, 
the  ingenious  and  ixiradoxical  Mr.  George  Gun- 
Tox,  glories  in  it,  and  sjjeaks  of  rural  life  in 
the  United  States  ahnost  with  loathing.  But  geo- 
graphical necessities  are  too  strong  for  the 
growth  of  Canadian  nationality.  The  French  Cana- 
dians might  soon  fill  up  the  waste  places  of  the 
Dominion,  but  they  ])refer  to  serve  as  factory  hands 
in  New  England.  And  the  special  service  of  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway — which,  by  the  aid  of 
lavish  subsidies,  has  just  brought  Yokohama  within 
twenty-one  days  of  London — is  despatching  these 
mails  to  conclude  their  journey,  not  by  the  State- 
constructed  Intercolonial  Railway  via  Halifax,  nor 
even  Ijy  its  own  route  thither  through  Maine,  but 
by  the  New  York  Central  Railroad  to  New  York 
City  and  (very  likely)  by  a  Hamburg-American 
steamer  across  the  Atlantic. 


Fro.m  the  vigorous  eloquence  of  Mr.  .1.  A.  Roe- 
ruck,  which  used  to  enliven  tlie  Cutlers'  Feast  at 
Sheffield  twenty-five  years  ago,  to  the  gaseous  plati- 
tudes of  Mr.  Ashmicad  Barti.ett  and  the  mild 
jocosity  of  Eari.  Cadogax,  which  formed  tlie  intel- 
lectual food  on  Thursday  evening,  is  a  drop  not 
adequately  measured  even  by  the  reduction  by  some 
five-sixths  of  thesijuce  devoted  to  the  occasion  by  the 
Times.  Mr.  Ashmead  Bartlett'.s  remarks  seem  to 
have  been  inordinately  compressed.  Earl  C.vdouax'.s 
contribution  was  entirely  platitude,  including  an 
emendation  of  Lord  Herschell'-S  recent  s])eech  which 
was  worthy  of  Bentley  correcting  Miltox — "  the 
Liberals  of  the  past  generation  are  being  vindicated 
by  the  Conservati\  es  of  thejiresent."  Those  Conser- 
vatives who  are  lamenting  that  tin;  Mr.  Balfoi'R  of 
Irish  Local  (ioverument  Reform  ami  suspended  Coer- 
cion is  not  tlieii-  Mr.  ]5alfoi'U,  will  hardly  be  grateful 
for  being  credit etl  with  so  large  an  amount  of 
Liberalism  as  this. 


Sir  Hai:ry  Verney  has  recently  jirojiosed,  in  a 
letter  to  the  Tiuies,  the  establishment  of  a  County 
Museum  for  Buckinghamshire, and  this  has  naturally 
led  to  a  <lisius>ion  on  the  question  of  the  establish- 
ment of  County  Museums  generally.  The  idea  is  both 
interesting  and  inqiortant.  No  doubt,  local  luuscunis 
already  exist  in  muny  jjarts  of  the  country,  chiefly 
in  connection  with  t!ie  .\ntiquarian  and  Arch;eological 
Societies  scattered  throughout  the  land.  But  the 
projiosal  to  give  eacli  county  its  own  central  museum 
is  new,  and  if  it  were  to  be  carried  out,  would  pio- 
duce  a  very  valuable  result.     The   richness  of   the 
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local  annals  of  England  is  well  known ;  and  no  his- 
torian can  now  afford  to  disregard  tho  frnits  of  the 
once-de.si)ised  local  research.  But  unfortunately  it 
is  only  here  and  there  that  these  fruits  liave  been 
brought  together  in  anything  like  a  systematic 
fashion.  The  day  of  great  local  histories,  like  those 
of  Thorksbv,  Whittakkr,  Surteks,  and  Brand  ' 
seems  to  have  jmssed  away.  No  jjublisher,  at  all 
events,  now  thinks  of  producing  a  inagmua  opus 
dealing  with  a  single  county.  But  if  in  place  of  the 
old  folios  we  had  museums  accessible  to  all,  in  which 
the  chief  documents  and  articles  throwing  light 
upon  the  history  and  life  of  each  i)articular  county 
were  brought  together,  we  should  have  opened  up  to 
us  a  new  and  delightful  field  for  study  and  research. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  University  Extension 
students  at  Oxford  concluded  on  Monday  with  a 
conversazione  in  the  Union  Debating  Hall.  The  at- 
tendance seems  to  have  been  more  numerous  and  the 
proceedings  more  successful  than  on  any  former 
occasion.  Eleven  hundred  students  —  the  large 
majority  no  doubt  ladies — attended  for  the  first  ten 
days,  while  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  remained 
for  the  more  detailed  courses  which  have  occu])ied  the 
last  three  weeks.  These  give  the  world  a  fair  sample 
in  miniature  of  the  kind  of  work  that  modern  Oxford 
is  doing  with  her  regular  students.  Education — 
as  modern  educationists,  and  i)hilosoi)hers  from 
Socrates  and  Plato  downwards,  have  never  tired 
of  i-eminding  us — depends  for  its  excellence  on  per- 
.sonal  contact  and  stimulus.  It  is  well  that  the 
enormous  reserve  of  unemployed  mental  power 
which  is  visible  among  the  cultivated  classes  of 
England  shoulil  have  some  opportunity  of  being 
definitely  aroused.  There  are  far  too  many  blanks 
in  the  intellectual  life  of  the  average  English  girl. 


The  number  of  cases  that  have  been  recently 
before  the  Metropolitan  magistrates  in  which  con- 
stables have  given  false  evidence  would  almost 
suggest  the  outbreak  of  an  epidemic  of  perjury  in 
the  Police  Force.  Happily  the  magistrates  are 
taking  the  proper  means  for  putting  an  end  to  this 
great  evil.  Everyone  can  understand  the  temptation 
under  which  they  lie  to  take  the  word  of  a  iiolieeman 
in  preference  to  that  of  an  ordinary  witness,  and 
there  have  been  occasions  when  this  temptation  has 
led  them  to  give  decisions  of  the  most  scandalously 
unjust  kind.  But  there  has  been  an  awakening  of 
late  on  the  part  of  the  bench;  and  again  and 
again  the  magistrates  have  not  only  rejected  ])olicc 
evidence,  but  have  expressed  a  strong  opinion  as  to 
its  untrustworthiness.  It  need  hardly  be  said  tbat 
the  interests  of  the  jjublic  and  the  police  ought  to 
be  identical  in  this  matter.  The  community  at  large 
can  have  nothing  to  gain  from  the  escape  of  offenders 
from  justice,  and  tlie  ])olice  ought  to  have  just  as 
little  to  gain  from  the  conviction  of  innocent  jiersons. 
But  unless  our  magistrates  persist  in  the  course  on 
which  they  have  recently  entered,  and  test  the 
evidence  of  the  i)olice  as  carefully  as  that  of  any 
other  ('lass  of  witnesses,  we  shall  continue  to  nu^et 
with  lamentable  eases  in  which  justice  lias  mis- 
carried, and  innocent  men  have  been  convicted  on 
the  perjured  testimony  of  unscrupulous  officers. 


Thk  extraordinarily  inclement  and  stormy 
weather  which  has  characterised  so  great  a  i)art 
of  the  i)resent  summer  has  unfortiuiately  con- 
tinued, and  the  result  is  that  the  prospects  of 
harvest  throughout  the  cauntry  have  become  ex- 
ceedingly gloomy.  From  north  to  soutb.  and  from 
east  to  west,  the  wheat-lields  are  now  almost  levelled 
with  the  earth  by  the  violence  of  the  storms  which 
have  swept  over  them.  The  hop-fields  of  Kent, 
which  a  few  weeks  ago  gave  i)romise  of  so  abundant 
,  a  return,  now  jiresent  a  very  different  appearance, 


and  the  British  agriculturist  once  more  appears 
before  the  world  in  his  customary — we  can  hardly 
say  favourite-  character  of  a  jaerson  in  distress. 
With  him  everybody  must  sympathise:  but  it  is 
fortimate  for  the  i)ublie  at  large  that  scarcity  in 
England  and  Europe  is  accompanied  by  plenty  in 
America,  and  that  the  price  of  bread  is  hardly 
likely  to  undergo  any  serious  alteration,  in  spite  of 
the  losses  sustained  by  the  agriculturists  of  the 
United  Kingdom. 

The  rate  of  discount  in  the  open  market  has 
steadily  advanced  this  week.  The  withdrawals  of 
gold  for  Germany  continue.  The  revival  of  specula- 
tion in  the  American  market  is  increasing  the  de- 
mand for  banking  accommodation.  If  the  weather 
improves,  harvesting  operations  will  now  become 
general.  And  we  have  nearly  reached  the  time 
when  the  outflow  of  coin  and  notes  to  the  Provinces 
becomes  large.  Above  all,  the  probability  increases 
that  very  large  amounts  of  gold  will  have  to  be  sent 
to  New  York.  Already  shipments  from  the  Con- 
tinent have  actually  begun,  and  as  the  exports  of 
wheat  from  the  United  States  are  already  large,  and 
are  sure  to  liecome  larger  every  week,  the  likelihood 
is  that  the  gold  shi])ments  will  assume  very  large  j)ro- 
portions.  Therefore,  bill  brokers  and  discount  houses 
are  putting  \\\)  quotations.  If  the  gold  shii)ments  to 
New  York  become  as  large  as  seems  now  probable, 
the  rise  in  rates  will  be  rapid.  Happily  the  Bank  of 
England  is  stronger  than  it  has  been  for  many  years 
at  this  season,  and  the  Joint  Stock  Banks  are  also 
better  supplied  with  money.  There  is  no  reason, 
therefore,  why  the  market  should  be  seriously 
disturbed,  unless  there  is  a  serious  break  on  some 
of  the  Continental  Bourses.  Meantime  the  specula- 
tion in  silver  hangs  fire.  There  is  very  little 
demand  either  for  India  or  for  the  Continent,  and 
the  great  operators  in  New  York  seem  to  be  entirely 
engaged  in  the  specidation  in  grain  and  securities. 
The  in-ice  of  silver,  therefore,  throughout  the  week 
has  been  about  -foy^d.  per  oimcf . 


After  a  rather  wild  speculation  on  Saturday  and 
Monday,  and  a  great  rise  in  almost  the  whole 
American  market,  there  has  since  been  a  slight  re- 
action. Partly  this  is  due  to  a  fear  that  Mr.  Jay 
Goi'Li),  who  some  months  ago  obtained  control  of 
the  Union  Pacific  Railway  Comjjany,  is  dissatisfied 
with  the  arrangement  that  is  laeing  made  for  the 
settlement  of  the  floating  debt.  It  is  said  that  Messrs. 
Drexel,  Morgan  <.V:  Co.,  the  bankers,  who  ai'e  prepared 
to  lend  the  money  for  the  settlement  of  the  debt, 
insist  upon  such  a  voice  in  the  management  as 
would  pi-actically  deprive  Mr.  Gould  of  the  con- 
trol. It  is  feared,  therefore,  that  he  is  endeavouring 
to  defeat  the  ])lan.  At  all  events,  rumours  are  circu- 
lating in  New  York  that  some  of  the  holders  of  the 
floating  debt  are  insisting  upon  jjaymeut,  and  that 
therefore  the  appointment  of  a  Receiver  is  jirobable. 
A  heavy  fall  in  tlie  shares  oceurretl  on  ^Vednesday, 
and  for  a  while  this  forced  down  nearly  all  jirices. 
Tiio  strength  of  the  speculation  for  the  rise,  how- 
ever, asserted  itself,  and  before  the  day  was  out 
there  was  some  recovery.  The  utter  defeat  of 
President  Balmaceda  has  led  to  a  great  rise  in 
Chilian  bonds  and  Nitrate  securities,  and  there  has 
been  a  f  urthei-  slight  advance  in  other  South  American 
securities.  Upon  the  Continent,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  Bourses  are  disturbed  not  only  by  tlie  fear  of 
large  gold  shipments  by-and-by  to  the  United  States, 
but  also  by  the  revival  of  disfiuieting  politii'al 
rumours.  Berlin  is  the  weakest  of  all  the  markets, 
and  no  one  would  be  snrjirised  if  there  were  to  be  a 
crisis  there  by-aiid  by.  As  yet  Paris  has  been  able 
to  prevent  any  great  fall,  and  the  leading  operators 
there  are  still  very  confident.  But  if  gold  shipments 
are  as  large  as  is  apprehended,  it  is  difficult  to  see 
how  Paris  can  succeed  in  preventing  a  very  con- 
siderable fall. 
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Mil.    (iLADSTONE'S    FORECAST. 

MR.  ^ iLADSTONE'S  excursions  ink)  tlic  region 
of  political  meteorology  have  been  attended 
by  a  success  which  gives  them  distinct  importance. 
The  moderation  whiidi  led  him  in  his  forecast  of  the 
Election  of  1S80  to  understate  the  majtirity  which  he 
expected  his  party  to  secure,  entitles  his  more  recent 
predictions  to  a  respectful  hearing  from  hisofiponents 
as  well  as  his  friends.  We  are  not  among  those  wh(» 
attribute  to  any  bye-election  the  significance  which 
some  jH'rsons  profess  to  discover  in  every  event  of 
this  kind.  Kemembering  the  extent  to  which  local 
or  accidental  influences  at  all  times  prevail  in  Par- 
liamentary contests,  we  have  never  been  able  to  see 
the  wisdom  of  those  who  take  each  bye-election  as  it 
occurs  as  a  portent  of  victory  or  defeat.  It  is  only 
by  the  careful  study  of  a  long  series  of  such  elections, 
and  a  comparison  of  their  net  results  with  those  of 
the  (Jencral  Election  jMvceding  them,  that  we  can 
really  arrive  at  any  trustworthy  conclusion.  This  is 
what  Mr.  Gladstone  himself  fully  understands,  and 
in  his  paper  on  "Electoi-al  Facts"  in  the  current 
number  of  the  Nineteenth  Century  he  has  been 
careful  to  base  his  conclusions,  not  upon  one  or  two 
isolated  instances,  but  upon  the  whole  course 
of  the  bye-elections  since  the  present  Parliament 
came  into  existence.  We  are  not  surprised  that 
his  conclusions  are  extremely  distasteful  to  the 
suj)porters  of  the  present  Ministry,  for  the  general 
result  of  the  elections  themselves  has  not  been 
less  distasteful  to  them.  From  first  to  last 
they  have  pointed  one  moral,  and  one  only — they 
have  shown  that  in  every  part  of  the  country,  and 
in  constituencies  representing  every  variety  of  social 
class,  there  has  been  a  distinct  change  in  the  feeling 
of  the  electors  since  the  last  General  Election.  Of 
the  character  of  this  change  it  is  almost  superfluous 
to  speak.  Everywhere  it  has  been  shown  that  the 
wave  of  prejudice  which  was  excited  against  Mr. 
Gladstone  by  his  Home  Rule  proposals  when  he  was 
last  in  office,  and  on  the  crest  of  which  Lord  Salis- 
bury and  the  dissentient  Liberals  rode  triumphantly 
into  power,  has  subsided,  and  that  everywhere  there 
is  now  a  reaction  more  or  less  marked  in  favour 
of  the  Liberal  party  and  its  programme.  AVe 
•  say  more  or  less  marked,  for  it  is  only  fair 
to  admit  that  in  some  quarters  the  subsidence 
of  the  wave  has  been  comparatively  slight.  The 
passions  and  prejudices  of  ]8i^()  have  in  certain  con- 
stituencies survived  the  experiences  through  which  we 
have  gone  since  then,  and  the  result  has  been  apparent 
in  the  success  with  which  the  Tories  have  been  able 
to  hold  their  own.  But  in  the  overwhelming  majority 
of  cases  the  change  has  been  very  real  and  marked, 
and  it  now  enables  Mr.  Cijadstone  to  forecast  with  a. 
fair  measure  of  reason  the  result  of  the  next  appeal 
to  the  country.  That  appeal,  as  Sir  Charles  Dilke 
points  out  in  the  paper  we  publish  from  his  pen  on 
another  page,  will  certainly  take  place  during  the 
coming  year.  It  may  be  that,  before  the  country  is 
called  upon  to  cast  its  verdict  in  the  great  dispute,  new 
elements  will  have  been  introduced  into  the  discussion 
and  unforeseen  conditions  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
struggle.  Mr.  Gladstone  himself  admits  this  freely, 
and  makes  no  pretence  of  being  able  to  foretell  the 
unforeseen.  But  granting  that  no  revolutionary 
'hange  takes  place,  that  no  sudden  political  agita- 
tion sweeps  both  parties  from  the  foundation  on 
which  they  are  noiv  standing,  we  believe  that  the 
result  at  which  the  Liberal  leader  arrives,  after  a 
series  of  elaborate  calculations  into  which  it  is  not 
necessary  to  follow  him,  is  thoroughly  sound  and 
accurate.  The  broad  fact  with  which  the  political 
meteorologist  has  to  deal  just  now  may  be  stated  in 
a  single  sentence.     In  188G  there  were   191   Euirlish 


and  Scotch  Liberals  returned  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ;  at  this  moment,  thanks  to  the  bye-elections, 
there  are  21:!;  whilst  during  the  same  period 
the  Tories  and  dissentient  Liberals  have  fallen 
in  number  from  :i!t:{  to  370.  The  net  result 
is  a  reducli(;n  of  the  Ministerial  majority 
from  117  toJ71.  It  is  from  these  facts  that  Mr. 
Gladstone  arrives  at  an  estimate  of  the  Liberal 
majority  in  the  next  IIou.se  of  Commons  of  97.  No 
doubt  if  the  bye-elections  during  the  past  five  years 
had  been  conducted,  as  bye-elections  too  often  are, 
upon  side  issues,  it  would  be  a  mistake  to  base  such 
an  estimate  as  this  \ipon  them.  But  we  know  that 
as  a  matter  of  fact  in  almost  every  case  the  elections 
which  have  taken  place  since  1880  have  been  fought 
upon  the  great  issue  which  was  placed  before  the 
country  in  that  year.  The  nation,  as  Mr.  Gladstone 
tells  us,  has  been  kept  in  an  almost  perpetual  fever, 
and  in  not  one  of  these  elections  can  it  truthfully  be 
said  that  the  Irish  rpiestion  has  been  allowed  to  fall 
from  the  first  place  in  tin-  eyes  of  th(;  constituencies, 
still  less  to  pass  out  of  sight:  altogether. 

We  are  justified  in  these  circumstances  in  claim- 
ing that  the  bye-elections  point  indubitably,  unless 
some  contingency  at  present  quite  unforeseen  should 
arise,  to  the  return  of  the  Liberals  to  power  next 
year.  That  this  conclusion  has  already  been  ac- 
cepted by  most  intelligent  Conservatives  is  matter  of 
notoriety.  They  iiave  seen  seat  after  seat  wrested 
from  their  keeping,  and  even  where  they  have  suc- 
ceeded in  retaining  their  hold  upon  a  paiiicular  seat, 
they  have  hardly  in  a  single  instance  been  able  to 
show  any  substantial  addition  to  their  strength. 
If  such  things  hapj)en  in  the  green  tree,  what 
may  we  not  expect  in  the  dry  ?  It  is  notorious 
that  in  whatever  direction  j^uhlic  opinion  happens 
to  be  moving  at  the  time  of  a  General  Election,  it 
moves  with  an  immensely  increased  velocity  when  an 
appeal  is  made  to  the  electors,  not  of  a  single  con- 
stituency, but  of  the  whole  country.  We  saw  this  in 
1B7J-,  and  we  saw  it  again  in  1880  ;  we  were  not 
without  signs  of  it  in  ISS.j  ;  it  was  still  more  marked 
in  1886  ;  and  we  may  confidently  expect  that  this 
common  experience  will  be  repeated  in  1892.  The 
General  Election  will  follow  the  course  of  the  b3'e- 
elections,  but  will  follow  it  with  an  increased  im- 
petus, and  man}-  seats  which  are  now  regarded  as 
secure  Tory  strongholds  will,  under  the  influence  of 
a  rapidly  growing  popular  feeling,  pass  into  the 
keeping  of  the  Liberals.  As  to  the  fate  of  the  dis- 
sentient Liberals,  it  is  already  written  in  letters  of 
fire  upon  the  wall ;  but  none  know  this  more  cer- 
tainly than  they  themselves  do. 

We  have  said  that  we  would  not  follow  Mr. 
Gladstone  through  the  elaborate  calculations  on 
which  he  has  based  his  estimate;  but  there  is 
one  j)iissage  in  his  contribution  to  the  Nineteenth 
Century  which  deserves  special  attention.  It  is  that 
in  which  he  has  put  in  a  nutshell  the  case  against 
Mr.  Parnell.  It  has  long  been  admitted,  he  says, 
that  kings  are  made  for  nations  and  not  nations  for 
kings,  and  even  the  strongest  partisans  now  acquiesce 
in  the  analogous  doctrine  that  parties  are  made  for 
nations  rather  than  nations  for  parties.  "  Yet  there 
arose  in  Ireland  last  December  a  sect  or  group  of 
politicians  who  teach  and  act  upon  the  teaching  that 
though  kings  and  parties  are  made  for  nations,  the 
leaders  of  parties  are  not ;  that  nations  are  made 
for  them,  that  national  interests  must  stand  second  to 
their  demands,  and  when  put  into  the  scales  against 
them  must  kick  the  beam."  It  would  be  impossible  to 
set  the  charge  of  the  Irish  people  against  Mr.  Parnell 
in  terms  more  clear  or  concise,  and  it  is  a  happy 
tiling  that  Mr.  Gladstone  can  point  to  the  bye- 
elections  in  Ireland  which  have  taken  place  since 
last  December  as  proving  conclusively  that  the  Irish 
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people  as  a  whole,  despite  the  strong  personal  and 
traditional  influences  by  which  they  have  been  swayed, 
have  emphatically  repudiated  this  monstrous  doctrine. 
In  Ireland,  as  in  Great  Britain,  all  the  signs  of  the 
times  point  to  the  return  to  the  next  House  of 
Commons  of  a  majority  of  representatives  bound 
together  by  a  common  determination  to  bring  about 
a  settlement  of  the  Irish  Question  which  shall  be 
satisfactory  to  the  people  of  the  United  Kingdom  as 
a  whole. 


REGISTEATION   EEFORM. 

THIS  month  sees  once  more  all  the  machinery 
of  Revising  Barristers'  Courts  at  work  to  deter- 
mine the  utterly  unnecessary  question  of  whether  a 
few  hundred  thousand  of  our  fellow-citizens  shall  or 
shall  not  be  regarded  as  qualified  to  vote  for 
Members  of  Parliament.  Registration  Reform  has 
become  ancient  enough  history  to  all  professional 
politicians,  but  the  Lewishara  contest  comes  as  one 
more  proof  that  it  is  still  of  vital  interest  to  the 
electorate.  After  Home  Rule,  there  is  no  subject  of 
which  mention  is  more  imperative  in  an  election 
speech  than  "  One  Man  One  Vote."  With  the  ex- 
ception of  personal  devotion  to  Mr.  Gladstone, 
there  is  no  point  iipon  which  all  sections  of 
the  Party  are  apparently  more  imanimous.  But 
it  is  by  no  means  equally  certain  that  the  "  blessed 
words"  "One  Man  One  Vote"  are  always  under- 
stood in  the  same  sense.  What  the  great  mass 
of  the  people  mean  by  them  is  now  clear  enough. 
There  are  nearly  nine  millions  of  adult  men 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  of  whom  perhaps  two 
hundred  thousand  are  disqualified  as  being  inmates 
of  lunatic  asylums,  prisons,  workhouses,  or  barracks. 
Out  of  the  remainder,  scarcely  six  millions  are  upon 
the  electoral  registers,  due  deduction  being  made  for 
plural  votes.  The  not  inconsiderable  remnant  is  at 
present  disfranchised  owing  to  the  complications  of  our 
registration  system.  They  are,  to  xase  a  celebrated 
Liberal  phrase,  our  own  flesh  and  blood.  They  are 
even  of  our  own  sex.  But  at  present  they  are  ex- 
cluded, many  of  them  permanently,  from  the  electoral 
registers,  chiefly  through  the  indirect  results  of  their 
poverty  and  lowly  station  in  life.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  it  is  the  determination  of  nine-tenths  of 
those  who  call  themselves  Liberals  or  Radicals  that 
every  one  of  the  missing  two  and  a  half  to  three 
millions  should  be  granted  the  rights  of  citizenship. 
Unfortunately  the  question  of  the  enfranchisement 
of  these  non-citizens  was  not  at  first  directly  touched 
upon  in  the  Liberal  Programme.  The  now  celebrated 
phrase  "  One  Man  One  Vote  "  was  intended,  in  the 
beginning,  only  to  express  the  principle  that  no  man 
should  have  more  than  one.  In  1887,  which,  politi- 
cally, is  a  very  long  time  ago,  the  fact  that  over  two 
hundred  thousand  citizens  had  several  votes  apiece 
seems  to  have  appeared  a  more  glaring  electoral 
anomaly  than  that  over  two  millions  of  their  fellows 
had  no  vote  at  all.  And  when,  at  the  Nottingham 
Conference,  Mr.  Stansfeld,  in  moving  the  "  One  Mau 
One  Vote  "  resolution,  ventured  to  hint  at  Manhood 
Sufli'rage,  it  was  felt  in  the  circles  of  official  Liberal- 
ism that  the  time  was  not  then  ripe  for  such  a  change, 
and  the  suggestion  received  no  immediate  support. 

During  the  four  years  which  have  elapsed  since 
Nottingham,  Liberal  speakers  and  candidates  have, 
however,  had  more  opportunity  to  gauge  the  popular 
feeling  on  this  question,  and  have  also  been  under 
the  necessity  of  studying  more  closely  the  actual 
working  of  our  registration  system.  The  result  has 
been  a  very  rapid  assimilation  of  views  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  no  doubt  now  remains  that  the  resolution 
in  favour  of  "  One  Mau  One  Vote,"  which  will  be 


passed  unanimously  at  the  National  Liberal  Federa- 
tion Meeting  next  month,  will  be  generally  under- 
stood to  imply  what  the  audiences  have  long  be- 
lieved it  to  imply,  namely,  "Every  Man  a  Vote, 
and  No  I\Ian  More  Than  One."  It  cannot,  how- 
ever, be  said  that  legislative  proposals  have  quite 
kept  pace  with  the  feeling  of  the  party.  The 
most  important  Registration  Bill  before  the  House 
of  Commons  last  session  was  that  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Stansfeld,  whose  name  is  specially  con- 
nected with  this  subject.  This  measure  contains 
several  excellent  proposals  for  the  amendment  of  the 
law  in  points  of  technical  detail,  and  would, 
as  has  been  calculated  by  a  very  great  authority 
on  electoral  arithmetic,  add  about  one  million 
names  to  the  registers.  The  calculation  no  doubt 
gives  us  the  main  reason  whj'  Mr.  Stansfeld's 
Bill  finds  no  favour  with  Liberal  secretaries  and 
registration  agents.  In  fact,  the  chief  outlines  of 
the  measure  were  unanimously  condemned  by  these 
experts  as  inadequate  at  their  last  annual  meeting. 
It  can,  indeed,  scarcely  be  doubted  that  a  Registration 
Bill  which  enfranchised  fewer  than  half  of  those  now 
excluded  would  be  regarded  by  the  great  mass  of  the 
wage-earners  as  a  betrayal  of  their  interests  as  base 
as  the  Whig  Bill  of  1882  was  afterwards  felt  to  be 
by  the  Chartists.  As  we  have  always  maintained 
in  these  columns,  nothing  short  of  an  honest  attempt 
at  complete  Manhood  Suffrage  will  now  suffice. 
This  is  what  has  been  promised  from  thousands  of 
Liberal  platforms  up  and  down  the  country,  and  we 
may  be  quite  sure  that  the  masses  will,  when  the 
time  comes,  be  told,  in  the  words  of  the  advertise- 
ment, to  "  see  that  they  get  it." 

The  cardinal  error  of  Mr.  Stansfeld's  Bill  is  the 
retention  of  an  unnecessarily  lengthy  process  of 
getting  on  the  electoral  roll.  The  greatest  hardship 
of  the  present  law  is  not  the  twelve  months'  qualifica- 
tion, but  the  fact  that  it  takes  from  six  to  eighteen 
months  to  get  upon  the  register  after  the  qualifica- 
tion has  been  completed.  It  is  obviously  of  little  use 
reducing  the  jjeriod  of  qualification  if  this  secondary 
virtual  qualification  period  is  retained.  But  retained 
it  must  be  so  long  as  we  stick  to  the  present  system 
of  Revising  Bai-risters  holding  annual,  or  even  half- 
yearly,  courts  to  settle  lists  which  might  equalh-  well 
be  disposed  of,  subject  to  rare  appeals,  by  permanent 
registration  officers.  There  is,  indeed,  no  reason,  save 
the  ever-present  love  of  minor  legal  patronage,  why 
the  whole  system  of  Revising  Barristers  should  not 
be  abolished.  A  paid  registration  officer  in  each 
constituency  might  be  charged  with  the  continuous 
revision  of  the  electoral  roll,  additions  or  omissions 
being  published  in  supplementary  lists  every  month. 
Claims  and  objections  might  be  dealt  with  by  the 
same  officer  in  a  monthly  court,  subject  to  appeal  to 
a  county  official,  who  should  also  be  returning 
officer  and  look  after  the  local  officials,  with 
power  to  state  a  case,  if  required,  for  the  Supreme 
Court.  W^itli  such  an  automatic  monthly  registra- 
tion, the  period  of  qualification  might  be  fixed  at  as 
much  as  three  months  without  depriving  any  person 
of  five  months'  standing  in  the  constituency  of  his 
right  to  vote.  It  goes  without  saying  that  all  the 
quaint  technicalities  of  tenement  occupation,  lodger's 
vote,  service  franchise.  University  sufi'rage,  freehold 
qualification,  livery  vote,  payment  of  rates,  poor  law 
relief,  annual  value,  and  so  forth,  must  be  completely 
swept  away  in  theory  as  they  are  rapidly  being  under- 
mined in  practice.  With  such  a  registration  system, 
every  man  of  ordinary  stability  of  residence  could 
hardly  fail  to  find  his  name  placed  as  automatically 
and  rapidly  upon  the  electoral  roll  as  on  the  rate-book. 

It  would,  however,  still  be  necessary  to  give  the 
registration  officer  power  to  cope  with  the  incessant 
removals  of  the  poorer  part  of  our  ui-ban  population. 
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Successive  occupation,  save  within  the  same  con- 
stituency, would  indeed  no  lon<5er  be  needed  with  a 
three  months'  (lualitication,  and  might  be  abolished. 
But  without  some  provision  for  prompt  discovery  of 
changes  of  address,  even  a  half-yi-arly  census  would 
leave  the  registers  in  a  very  incorrect  state.  I'or 
some  of  these  corrections,  we  must  inevitably  rely  on 
the  public  spirit  of  the  elector  and  the  energy  of  the 
local  political  organisation.  For  others,  a  rigid 
enforcement  of  the  landlord's  obligation  to  report 
the  names  of  his  tenants  might  suffice.  For  the  rest, 
we  see  no  reason  why  information  already  in  the 
hands  of  public  officers  should  not  he  utilised.  The 
local  Registrar  of  De:iths  is  already  bound  to  aid  in 
revising  the  overseers'  lists  by  reporting  the  deaths 
within  the  constituency.  The  local  Postmaster,  the 
School  Board  Visitor,  the  Vaccination  Officer,  the 
Surveyor  of  Taxes,  and  tiie  Eate  Collector  are  all  in 
possession  of  lists  of  removals.  There  seems  no  reason 
why  this  information  should  uot  be  reported  to  the 
Eegistratiou  Officer,  as  the  deaths  are  now  reported, 
for  the  purpose  of  helping  him  to  revise  his  lists. 
This  is  the  kind  of  Registration  Reform  which 
the  great  mass  of  the  wage-earners  are  expecting. 
If  we  cannot,  consistently  with  making  up  local 
registers  of  a  migratory  population,  place  ever\-  man 
upon  the  electoral  roll  who  is  not  a  criminal,  a 
lunatii',  an  indoor  pauper,  or  a  soldier  or  sailor 
actually  on  service,  we  shall  certainly  be  called  upon 
to  make  an  honest  endeavour  to  come  as  near  to  an 
electorate  of  nine  millions  as  circumstances  permit. 
None  of  the  Bills  at  present  before  the  House  of 
Commons  seriously  attempts  to  deal  with  this  de- 
mand, and  it  appears  to  be  high  time  that  a  full 
draft  of  the  Party's  proposals  were  produced  in  legis- 
lative form. 


EXIT    BALMACEDA. 

A   NOTHER    South    American     Revolution     has 
J\_     reached  its  predestined  end ;    another  State 
has  been  rescued  from  bloodshed  and  anarchy,  and 
restored — temporarily,  at  all   events — to  peace  and 
order.     Everybody  must  rejoice  at  the  close  of  the 
sanguinai'y  struggle  in  Chili,   and  upon  the  whole 
everybody  in  this    countiT,  at  least,  will   feel    that 
it  has  closed  in  the  right  manner.    President  Bahna- 
ceda's  triumph,  if  it   had  been  secured,  would  have 
been  hurtful  to  many  interests,  and  specially  hurtful, 
there   is  reason  to  believe,  to  the  interests   of  the 
people  of  this  country.     We  may  be  reasonably  glad 
therefore  that    the    victory  has    fallen  to  the  Con- 
gressional party,  and  that  Chili  will  return  to  her 
old  condition  of  well-ordered  prosperity  under  the 
intiuence  of  the  oligarchy  which  has  so   long  held 
power   in   the  State.     But  if  ever  a  good  example 
of  the  hard  fortune  of  the  vantjuished  was  desired,  it 
is  to  be  found  in  the  eonnnents  of  many  of  our  con- 
temporaries on  Balmaceda's  character  now  that  he 
has  been  beaten.     To  these  hiunble  worshippers  of 
the  jumping  cat,  it  seems  clear  that  the  ex-President 
is  proved  by  his  defeat  to  have  been  a  scoundrel  of 
the  most  dangerous  kind.      It  may  be  so.      Indeed, 
we    see    no    great   reason   for  believing  that    Senor 
Balinaceda  is  any  better  than  the  average  dictator  of 
a  South  American  State.       He  has  certainly  shown 
himself  to  be  unscrupulous,  dishonest,  and  deliber- 
ately cruel,   and,  as  we  have  already  said,  there  is 
every  disposition  in   this   country  to  rejoice  over  his 
defeat.     But  when  the  writers   in   our  English  Press 
allow  themselves  to  be  so  far  influenced  by  success 
as  to  claim  all    manner  of  virtues  for  Balmaceda's 
antagonists,    we    confess    that    theii"   Uue    of  action 
seems  to  be  more  than  slightly  absurd.     True,  the 
Congressionalists    had    the    letter    of  the    law    on 


their  side,  and  their  high-sounding  appeal  to  public 
opinion  is  garnished  with  all  manner  of  sentiments 
of  copy-book  morality.  But,  unfortunately,  we  have 
had  previous  experienee  of  the  acts  of  the  leaders  of 
the  triumphant  revolution,  and  it  inspires  us  with 
considerable  doubt  as  to  the  sagacity  of  the  judg- 
nuuit  which  ascribes  to  them,  now  that  they  are 
victorious,  all  the  virtues  in  which  their  opponent 
was  admittedly  delicient. 

We  can  but  hope  for  the  best.    It  is,  at  all  events, 
a  great  thing  that  such  a  State  as  Chili  should  have 
been    rescued    from    the    condition   of  anarchy   into 
which  it  had  fallen ;    it    is  a  great   thing   that  the 
cruel   shedding   of  blood   should  have  been  stayed, 
and    an    end   put  to  the  innumerable  losses  which 
Civil  War  at  all  times  entails  upon  the  country  in 
which   it   is   waged.     There  is  now  every  reason  to 
hope  that   Chilian   aifairs  will  revive.      The    Stock 
Exchange   has   already  pronounced    its    benediction 
upon  the  successful  revolutionists,  and  Chilian  Funds 
have  gone  up  by  leaps  and  bounds  since  the  defeat  of 
Balmaceda.     The  nitrate  industries  apparently'  look 
iipon  the  result  of  the  struggle  as  a  triumph  for 
themselves,  and  all  over  South  America  the  prospect 
is  brightening  with  the  close  of  this  barbarous  and 
exhausting  struggle.     For  the  moment  all  is  well ; 
but   if  we   might  utttu-  one  word  of  caution  in   the 
midst  of  the  general  jubilation,  it  would  have  refer- 
ence to  the  ridicitlous  panegyrics  which  have  been 
so  hastily  pronounced  upon  the  conquerors.     These 
worthies    may    be    all    that    they    are    painted    in 
the    columns    of    the    Times    and    elsewhere;     but 
if  so,  they  must   be   strangely  unlike  the   general 
run    of    South    American    politicians.       Surely   we 
shall    do    well     to     let     their     actions     speak    for 
their     characters     before     opening     our     arms     to 
them.      Surely,    too,    the    English    investor,    whose 
spirits    have    naturally   risen    with   the  end  of  the 
season  of  tumult,  has  had   lessons   enough  already 
in  the  securitj-  of  South  American  States,  and  the 
methods  by  which  the  political  and  financial  interests 
of  those   States  are  controlled,  to  prevent  his  laying 
aside  all  the  instincts  of  prudence  merely  because 
another  President  who  tried  to  ovemde  the  Consti- 
tution has  met  with  his  deserts.     But  perhaps  we 
are  too  sanguine  in  anticipating  that  recent  events 
will  have  any  i-estrainiug  influence  upon  the  English 
investor.     Goodness  knows  he  had  received  lessons 
enough  in  the  ways  of  South  American  Republics  long 
before  this  last  outbreak  in  Chili  occurred,  and  good- 
ness  also  knows   how  he  has  pi-ofited  by  them.     It 
mav  be  more  to  the  point  to  express  the  hope  that  our 
naval  and  military  authorities  will  not  lose  sight  of 
the  lessons  which  have  been  taught  in  the  recent  war. 
Some  of  these  lessons  we  shall  hope  to  refer  to  in 
detail  hereafter.     Many  new  weapons  have  been  first 
tried  in  earnest  by  the   rival    forces  in   Chili,  and 
some  of    the  gravest  problems  iu  modern  strategy 
have  been  subjected  to  the  rough  solution  of  actual 
warfare  iu  the  struggle  between  Balmaceda  and  the 
Congressionalists.     We  do  not  doubt  that  our   In- 
telligence   Department  has  had  its  eye  upon  what 
has  been  happening  on  the  remote  western  shore  of 
South   America,  and  by-and-by  we  may  hope  that 
these    lessons    at    least   will    be    duly  learned    by 
Entrlishnieu. 


RUSSIA. 


THE  news  from  Russia  is  very  serious.  In  spite 
of  the  eiforts  of  the  censorship,  it  is  found 
impossible  to  conceal  the  fact  that  the  crops  gener- 
ally have  almost  completely  failed,  and  that  the 
peasantry  are  in  dire  misery.  Some  of  the  official 
accounts"  indeed  allege  that  it  is  only  iu  the  Eastern 
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provinces  that  famine  is  to  be  apprehended ;  that  in 
the  Western  provinces  generally,  and  more  particu- 
larly in  the  Baltic  provinces,  the  crops  are  good,  and 
that  in  these  no  serious  distress  is  to  be  feared.    But 
when  we  call  to  mind  that  up  to  the  very  day  when 
the  ukase  forbidding  the  export  of  rye  appeared  we 
were  assured  tliat  no  extraordinary  measures  would 
be  necessary  to  supply  the  j^opulation  with  food,  we 
see  reason  for  doubting  official  reassuring  statements. 
Meantime  the  Russian  Press,  almost  without  excep- 
tion, is  full   of  the  gloomiest  reports.     One  journal 
declares  that  the  peasants  in  the  valley  of  the  Volga 
are  in  a  state  of  the  utmost  destitution.     A  paper 
published   in   Kieff  says  that  the  peasantry  of  the 
neighbourhood  are  in  a  desperate  condition,  and  by 
next  spring  it  anticipates  that  the   entire  Russian 
peasantry  will  be  bankrupt.     And  from  Warsaw  we 
are  told  that  throughout  Central  Russia  the  peasants 
are  already  emigrating  en  masse.     Possibly  these  re- 
ports   are   exaggerated.     But   that   the  situation  is 
extremely  grave  admits  of  no  doubt,  for,  as  we  have 
observed  on  a  former  occasion,  no  Government  would 
scare  its  subjects  by  such  a  measure  as  the  prohibition 
of  the  export  of  rye  unless  famine  were  really  impend- 
ing.   And,  further,  the  Government  finds  it  necessary 
now  to  issue  instructions  to  its  officials  to  be  very 
careful,  in  the  collection  of  the   taxes  and  of  the 
money  for  the  redemption  of  the  jjeasants'  lands,  not 
to  press  unduly  on  the  peasants,  and  everywhere  to 
wait  until  the  harvest  has  been  gathered  in.     The 
^  Riissian  population  lives  mainly  upon  rye,  and  it  is 
'       officially  admitted  by  the   organ  of  the  Ministry  of 
Finance  that  fully  one-third  of  the  requirements  of 
rye  are  wanting,  and  that  the  deficiency  will  have  to 
be  made  up  by  imports  from  abroad.       Wheat  is  not 
consumed  to  any  large  extent  by  the  pooi'er  classes, 
and  it  is  hardly  available  just  now,  when  the  price 
is    so   high.     The    potato    crop,    too,  is    said   to    be 
bad,  and   the   people    therefore    will    have   to   look 
mainly  to  maize  for  the  means  of  subsistence.      The 
Government   has   promised   to    sup^jly    seed    in    the 
affected  districts,  and  doubtless  it  will   exert  itself 
also  to  feed  the  starving.     But  in  so  vast  a  territcjry, 
with  roads  often  wanting,  and  railways  \evy  scarce, 
it  will  be  difficult  for  the  Government  to  cope  with 
the  necessities  of  the  population.      And  if  it  fails  to 
do  so,  the  danger  is  that  political  troubles  may  break 
out.     Already  there  have  been  serious  riots  near  the 
German  frontier  to  prevent  the  export  of  rye.    If  the 
peasants  .are  in  such  distress  in  the  month  of  August, 
what  is  likely  to  be  their  misery  in  mid-winter  V      Is 
it   not   to   be    apprehended  that   they  will   become 
desperate,  and  blame  the  Government  for  their  suffer- 
ings?      It    is    not    surprising,    then,    that    a    more 
apprehensive  feeling  exists  upon  the  Continent  than 
since  1885,  at  the  time  of  the  Afghan  dispute  with 
this   country.     Throughout  Germany,  and    Austria- 
Hungary  more  particularly,  the  most  serious  fears 
exist.     It  is  rumoured  that  the  Austro-Hungarian 
Government  has  under  consideration  already  a  plan 
for  the  increase  of  its  army;  and  though  tlie  (Tcrman 
press   is  more  i-eticcnt  than  the  Austro-IIungiirian, 
German  public  men   ai-e  hardly    less    anxious    than 
those  of  Vienna  and  Pesth. 

In  the  meantime  the  value  of  the  Russian  rouble 
is  falling  very  sharply.  At  the  end  of  last  year  it 
was  worth  about  tJOd.  of  our  money.  Now  it  is 
Worth  less  than  21d.,  a  fall  in  about  three-quarters 
of  a  j'ear  of  decidedly  more  than  20  per  cent.  And 
the  depreciation  is  likely  to  continue.  Russia,  it 
is  to  be  recollected,  owes  very  large  sums  every 
year  to  the  rest  of  Europe.  A  very  considerable 
proportion  of  its  debt  is  held  abroad.  In  spite, 
too,  of  its  Protectionist  tariff,  it  imports  a  vast 
quantity  of  goods  from  other  countries.  And  the 
Grovernment  not    only  carries  on  a   propaganda  in 


South-Eastern  Europe  which  costs  much  money,  but 
it  is  in  the  habit  likewise  of  operating  upon  the  Stock 
Exchange  so  as  to  maintain  its  own  credit.  Hitherto 
it  has  been  able  to  defray  its  large  expenditure 
because  its  exports  of  all  kinds,  and  more  particularly 
of  wheat  and  rye ;  were  very  large.  This  year  it  has 
to  suspend  altogether  the  export  of  rye,  and  if  the 
information  which  reaches  us  is  correct,  it  will  have 
little  or  no  wheat  to  sell  to  other  coxiutries.  How, 
then,  will  Russia  be  able  to  fulfil  her  obligations  to 
her  foreign  creditors  ?  It  is  true  that  she  still  has 
large  sums  in  gold  standing  to  her  credit  in  London, 
Paris,  and  Berlin.  But  a  portion  of  these  has 
already  been  allocated  to  redeem  certain  old  loans 
which  are  chieflj'  held  in  Holland.  Another  large 
portion  will  be  required  to  j)ay  the  interest  upon  the 
foreign  debt  held  abroad.  Therefore  it  is  probable 
that  before  many  months  pass  away,  the  gold  which 
the  Russian  Finance  Minister  has  been  accumulating 
abroad  for  years  past  will  all  have  been  paid  away. 
It  is  not  probable  that  Russia  will  be  able  to 
borrow  even  in  France.  On  the  other  hand,  her 
expenditure  at  home  will  be  very  large,  both  for 
keeping  the  people  alive  and  for  providing  seed  for 
the  peasants.  Financial  difficulties,  therefore,  are 
almost  inevitable  before  long.  That  will  cause  a 
further  heavy  fall  in  the  rouble,  and  consequently 
in  Russian  bonds — a  decline  which  will  be  atrwra- 
vated,  too,  by  the  difficulties  of  the  Berlin  Bourse. 
No  doubt  (.Terman  capitalists  and  German  speculators 
have  sold  immense  quantities  of  Russian  Bonds  to 
Frenchmen  during  the  past  few  years,  but  the 
holdings  in  Germany  of  Russian  securities  of  all 
kinds  are  still  very  large,  and  German}-  will  sufl^er 
severely  from  the  failure  of  the  crc>ps  at  home,  as 
well  as  from  the  prohibition  of  the  export  of 
Russian  rye. 

The  danger  is  that  as  the  Government's  diffi- 
culties increase,  and  as  the  misery  of  the  poorer 
classes  becomes  greater,  there  may  be  an  uprising  in 
important  districts.  The  authority  of  the  Czar  no 
doubt  is  very  great,  not  onlj-  as  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment but  also  as  head  of  the  Church,  and  it  is  to  be 
presumed  that  the  clerg}'  will  exercise  their  utmost 
iufiuence  to  prevent  revolutionary  movements.  Still, 
we  know  that  Nihilism  is  widespread,  and  that  in 
spite  of  all  the  efforts  to  stamp  it  out  it  has  been 
growing  during  the  present  reign.  We  know,  too, 
that  the  expulsion  of  the  Jews  has  disorganised 
trade  throughout  the  Emjiire,  has  given  a  shock  to 
its  credit,  and  has  added  thereby  to  the  bad  eflect  of 
the  failure  of  the  crops.  The  Nihilists  will,  of  course, 
use  their  utmost  elforts  now  to  rouse  the  population  ; 
and  if  they  should  succeed,  political  dissensions  may 
add  to  economic  difficulties.  In  Austria-Hungary 
and  in  Germany  the  fear  exists  that  the  Czar,  in  the 
hojje  of  diverting  the  attention  of  the  people  from 
their  own  sutferings,  may  plunge  into  foreign 
war.  It  is  reported  that  the  massing  of  Russian 
troops  on  the  Austrian  frontier  is  going  on  at 
a  very  rapid  rate.  No  doubt  such  reports  are  re- 
peated so  frequently  and  so  regularly  that  in 
Western  Europe  we  have  come  to  attach  little  im- 
portance to  them,  and  it  may  be  that  they  are 
inspired  just  now  much  more  by  the  desire  of  military 
experts  to  frighten  the  people  into  agreeing  to  an 
increase  in  the  army  than  by  any  real  apprehension 
that  war  is  imminent.  Still,  it  would  be  optimist  to 
shut  our  eyes  to  the  danger  that  a  Government  pressed 
by  great  internal  difficulties  may  think  it  better  to 
])lunge  into  foreign  war  than  to  risk  insurrection  at 
liome  and  possibly  revolution.  If  the  Czar  can  count 
confidently  upon  the  loyalty  of  the  Army,  he  may 
resist  all  temptations  to  urge  him  into  hostilities. 
But  in  Western  Europe  we  know  so  little  of  the 
feeling  of  the  Russian  Army  that  we  cannot  build 
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upon  tliiit  liope.  Every  Army  obeys  oi-ders  when  the 
ottieers  arc  loyal  and  lliero  is  a  strong'  man  at,  the 
head.  IJiit  ifthcrr  is  not  a  strong;  man  at  the  hea<l, 
and  still  more  it'  Nihilism  is  at  all  general  amonfjst 
the  officers,  the  Army,  or  a  portion  of  it,  may  fail  the 
Government  on  some  critical  occasion.  Putting 
aside,  however,  the  danp^er  of  military  insubordina- 
tion, it  is  clear  that  Russia  just  now  is  in  a  state  so 
critical  that  anytliin<,'  is  possible  The  Government 
may  bo  able  to  prevent  actual  iamine,  and  its  own 
intiuence,  tojjether  with  that  of  the  clergy,  may 
keep  the  people  quiet.  On  the  other  hand,  if  distress 
becomes  very  great,  and  if  the  winter  is  very  severe, 
the  people  may  become  desperate,  and  may  think 
that  anything  is  better  than  starving  quietly  in  their 
huts.  From  time  to  time,  then-fore,  we  may  expect 
to  hear  disquieting  rumours  of  rioting  and  disatfee- 
tion,  and  of  threatening  movements  of  troops.  And 
almost  inevitably  we  shall  have  a  gi-owing  sense  of 
insecurity  in  Germany  and  Austria-Hungary ;  while 
upon  the  Continental  Bourses  there  can  hardly  fail 
to  be  a  persistent  and  heavy  fall  in  Russian  bonds, 
with  a  proportionate  decline,  of  course,  in  Russian 
credit. 


THE     TEMPERANCE     LEAVEN. 

TTTE  owe  it  entirely  to  the  happy  fluke  of  the 
VV  decision  in  Sharpe  v.  Wakelield  that  the 
Brewster  Sessions  oifcr,  for  the  first  time,  some 
trilling  prospect  of  a  diminution  of  the  curse  of 
drink.  Not  that  there  is  at  present  much  sign  of 
unity  of  action  among  the  licensing  magistrates, 
whose  collective  wisdom  was  in  one  case  equal  to 
declaring  that  the  number  of  licences  was  too  large  and 
then  to  renewing  every  one  of  them.  At  West  Brom- 
wich,  again,  the  Bench  allowed  that  one  public-house 
to  every  I'J^J  inhabitants  was  a  reasonable  i3rof)or- 
tion,  while  in  another  district  they  were  content  to 
administer  a  warning  to  a  publican  convicted  of 
gross  and  repeated  offences  against  the  Licensing 
Laws.  But  perhaps  the  most  striking  failure  to 
act  up  to  the  new  level  of  opportunitj'  afforded  by 
Sharpe  v.  Wakefield  and  Kaj-  v.  the  Justices  of 
Over  Darweu  —  which  between  them  give  magis- 
trates practically  an  unlimited  discretion  with 
regard  to  "on"  and  "off'"  licences  granted  since 
May  1st,  18G9 — occurred  at  Derby.  Here  the  Cor- 
poration and  the  Town  Clerk,  representing  the  citizens, 
petitioned  against  the  renewal  of  a  licence  on 
the  ground  that  the  premises  had  been  greatly 
enlarged,  and  that  therefore  a  new  bvisiness,  for 
which  there  was  no  good  cause,  had  practically  been 
created.  The  magistrates,  however,  renewed  the 
licence,  though  in  doing  so  they  suggested  to  the 
large  brewer-capitalist — who,  as  we  shall  presently 
show,  is  the  licensing  reformer's  worst  foe — the 
obvious  tactic  of  meeting  the  withdrawal  of  a  number 
of  pothouse  licences  by  simi)ly  enlarging  his  bar 
room,  and  building  huge  beer  and  spirit  palaces, 
which  create  a  new  social  temptation  and  in  no 
way  diminish  the  actual  drink -area.  Hapjiily, 
this  is  not  the  only  spirit  observable  in  the  licens- 
ing decisions  of  the  year.  At  St.  Ives,  Swansea, 
and  elsewhere,  considerable  numbers  of  applications 
for  renewal  were  refused,  distinctly  on  the  ground 
that  the  public-houses  were  in  excess  of  the  wants 
of  the  neighbourhood.  In  other  cases,  as  at  Berwick 
and  Gosport,  the  magistrates  decided  to  give  the 
publicans  another  twelve  months'  law,  and  to  act 
next  year.  Decidedly  the  new  leaven  has  begun  to 
work. 

It  is  a  pity,  however,  that  the  magistrates  of  the 
country  were  without  the  invaluable  guide  to  action 
which  we  owe  to  the  local  putriotism  and  energy  of 


Mr.  Brunner,  M.P.  This  is  the  rej)ort,  drawn  up 
at  Mr.  Brunner's  suggestion  by  a  Committee  of  the 
('hester  (.Quarter  Sessions,  on  the  licensing  law  as 
alfected  by  Sliarpe  c.  Wakefield,  and  on  the  entire 
aspect  of  the  drink  problem  in  the  locality.  It  is  an 
invaluable  document ;  and  while  it  does  not  in  the 
least  degree  make  against  Local  Option,  as  the 
Siierlalor  appears  to  imagine,  it  shows  clearly  how 
much  may  be  done  by  a  really  conscientious  body  of 
magistrates,  backed  by  an  energetic  police.  It 
marks,  indeed,  the  point  at  which  the  old  licensing 
bodies  can  fairl}'  hand  over  their  task  to  the  new, 
which  will  be  nothing  less  than  the  organised  ex- 
pression of  the  popular  will.  At  present  this  exists 
only  in  a  somewhat  haphazard  representation  of  the 
"wants  and  wishes"  of  the  neighljourhood.  The 
report  is  clear  that  this  is  the  new  leverage  in  the 
drink  (piestion.  "  If  a  large  majority  of  the  resident 
occupiers  of  a  street  object  to  having  a  f>ublic-hou8e 
planted  in  their  midst,  it  seems  but  fair  that  Justices 
should  give  respect  to  their  wishes.''  The  step  from 
this  to  the  Referendum  is  obviously  a  short  one. 
Turning  to  the  circumstances  of  their  own  district, 
the  Chester  Committee  find  that  out  of  a  total  of 
1,(;2!)  licensed  houses  (or  I  to  2:!:>  inhabitants),  868, 
or  over  half,  are  "tied"'  houses.  In  some  localities  the 
tied  or  brewers'  houses  predominate  in  the  propor- 
tion of  24  to  2.  This  occurs  in  Northwich,  where 
it  is  significant  to  note  that  there  is  a  drink-shop  to 
ever^'  thirty-seven  persons.  Seven  hundred  and  eleven 
of  the  licensed  houses  ai-e  pure  drink-swallowing 
resorts,  with  no  beds  for  travellers,  and  no 
accommodation  for  eating  purposes.  The  result 
of  it  all  is  that  drunkenness  is  largely  on  the 
increase,  the  convictions  having  grown  continuously 
from  1887.  This  is  not  surprising  when  we  con- 
sider the  nature  of  the  tenure  described  as  the 
"tied"  house.  Under  it  the  publican  is  not  a  bond- 
fiJe  tenant  at  all,  but  simply  the  servant  at  will  of 
the  brewer-owner,  who  lets  him  in  at  a  reduced 
rent — thus  ensuring  a  low  assessment — holds  him 
dismissable,  on  the  signature  of  blank  agreements,  at 
a  moment's  notice,  compels  him  to  buy  all  his  beer 
and  spirits  of  his  landlord  at  a  specially  high  figure, 
and  thus  throws  him  liack  on  all  sorts  of  expedients 
for  increasing  his  takings.  The  "  tied"'  house  is,  as 
a  rule,  a  mere  drink-shop,  and  a  six-day  licence  is 
rarely  attached  to  it.  But  the  most  serious  evil  of 
which  the  Committee  complains  is  the  practical 
withdrawal  from  the  view  of  the  magistrates  of  the 
really  responsible  parties.  If  a  complaint  arises 
against  a  publican,  he  is  roughly,  and  often  un- 
justlj',  thrown  out  at  a  moment's  notice — often 
before  the  licensing  sessions  come  on — and  replaced 
by  another  hired  bar-tender,  who  may  suffer  the  same 
fate.  The  continued  watchfulness  of  the  magistrates 
and  the  police  over  a  publican  personally  responsible 
for  the  good  conduct  of  his  house  is  thus  destroyed,  and 
the  licensing  authority  is  bewildered  by  a  panoramic 
view  of  bogus  tenants,  mauy  of  whom  are  of  bad 
character,  but  who  leave  no  permanent  mark  on  the 
house.  The  landlord-brewer  is  not  accessible,  and  his 
nuiin  object  is  to  turn  over  his  money  as  rapidly  as 
possible,  regardless  of  the  effects  on  the  community, 
with  which,  indeed,  he  stands  in  no  moral  relation 
whatsoever.  Tlie  Chester  Committee  riglitly  insists  on 
being  placed  in  touch  with  the  real  and  not  the  bogus 
landlord,  and  on  attaching  the  responsibility  for  the 
conduct  of  a  house  to  its  brewer-owner  or  manager. 

Another  reform  suggested  by  Mr.  Brunner  and 
his  colleagues  is  e(|ually  sensible,  and  that  is  a 
stricter  definition  of  the  "  bonu-fidc  traveller."  The 
hoiii'i-tiih:  restriction  has  always  been  designed  to 
meet  the  wants  of  the  man  who  has  travelled  three 
miles  on  a  genuine  journey.  But  it  was  certainly 
not    meant    to  assist    the    man  who — to  adapt   the 
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classic  instance  from  the  Latin  grammar — walks  to 
drink  but  does  not  drink  to  walk ;  in  otlier  words, 
the  boozing  excursionist,  who  runs  in  an  omnibus  from 
Crewe  to  adjoining  towns, or  from  London  to  a  suburb, 
that  he  may  fill  liimself  with  drink  at  half  a  dozen 
houses.  Yet  it  is  clear  from  the  case  of  Slcasby  v. 
Oldham  that  the  bond-jidt'  traveller's  right  to  drink 
is  not  confined  to  one  house,  but  may  be  extended 
to  as  many  drinking-places  outside  the  three-mile 
limit  as  he  may  care  to  enter.  It  is  clear,  indeed, 
that  both  in  this  case,  and  in  that  of  the  non-respon- 
sible brewer-owner  of  a  tied  house,  the  Chester 
magistrates  have  hit  on  real  evasions  of  the  spirit 
of  the  Licensing  Acts,  which  it  is  thoroughly  within 
the  competence  of  Parliament  to  remedy,  without 
touching  the  larger  asjjects  of  the  temj)erance  ques- 
tion. In  doing  so,  thej'  have  exposed  some  pregnant 
sources  of  demoralisation,  which  form  a  part 
of  the  great  holocaust  of  human  misery  which  the 
British  nation  yearly  offers  up  to  the  divinit}-  of 
drink. 


THE    NATIONALISATION   OF    CATHEDRALS. 

IT  is  a  trite  observation  that  good  causes  are  some- 
times more  damaged  by  the  indiscreet  zeal  of 
ill-informed  advocates  than  by  the  open  hostility  of 
avowed  enemies.  That  our  Cathedrals  might  be 
made  more  useful  than  they  are  is  true,  though  it 
must  be  added  that  the  last  thirty  years  have 
witnessed  a  wonderful  improvement  in  that  respect. 
At  that  distance  of  time  the  congregations,  even 
of  St.  Paul's,  were  easily  accommodated  in  the 
choir,  and  evening  services  were  almost  unknown. 
With  the  advent  of  Dean  Church  and  Canon  Liddon 
all  that  was  changed.  The  Cathedral  of  the 
Metropolis  became  a  centre  of  attraction  and  of 
light  radiating  throughout  th6  land.  It  set  an 
example  which  was  followed  by  other  Cathedrals  and 
by  parish  churches.  The  weekly  congregations  of 
St.  Paul's  are  now  more  numerous  than  the  oi-dinary 
Sunday  congregations  under  the  old  regime.  The 
impetus  given  by  St.  Paul's  is  not  spent.  Wii,h  few 
exceptions  the  Cathedral  chapters  throughout  the 
land  are  bestirring  themselves  in  a  way  that 
would  have  astonished  their  predecessors  half  a 
century  ago.  Much  remains  still  to  be  done,  but 
it  cannot  be  done  in  the  way  suggested  by  Mr. 
Massinghaui  in  his  article  on  "  The  Nationalisation 
of  Cathedrals  "  in  the  current  number  of  the  Con- 
temporary Review.  The  article,  to  begin  Avith,  is 
much  too  contemptuous  in  tone,  and  shows  far  too 
slight  a  knowledge  of  the  subject  to  carry  weight. 
What  will  thoughtful  men  think  of  sweeping 
assertions  like  the  following : — "  The  Church  has 
largely  lost  her  able  administrators,  her  scholars, 
and  her  thinkers,  as  well  as  her  statesmen,  her  poets, 
her  saints,  her  heroes."  "  It  does  not  need  any 
special  acquaintance  with  the  later  history  of  the 
Church  to  Icnow  that  as  a  body  the  clergy  of  the 
Church  of  England  are  fully  as  inferior  as  their  loss 
of  the  key  of  the  intellectual  position  would  lead  us 
to  suppose.  .  .  .  Two  historians,  a  scholarly 
though  rather  '  viewy '  inspirer  of  much  good  social 
work  and  thinking,  an  adroit  manager  or  two,  and 
a  few  clever  pulpit  rhetoricians  and  active  town 
clergymen,  make  up  the  list  of  the  prominent  men. 
As  a  body  they  are  nowhere  in  science,  in  literature. 
in  art,  in  scholarship."  Mr.  Massingham  will 
graciously  not  "insist  on  the  all-round  "inferiority 
of  the  modern  clergyman."  The  clergy  are  "  a  pro- 
fession which  has  ceased  to  be  learned,  who  con- 
tribute nothing  to  the  science,  literature,  research, 
or  the  art  of  their  country."  Professor  -lebb,  of 
Cambridge,  is  '•  a  scholar,  and  therefore  a  layman." 


"  The  average  canon  and  the  average  clergyman  are 

.     decidedly  below  the  general  level  of  national 

culture."        Cathedral    chapters   are   "  an  illiterate 

clergy  in  possession  of  the  sinecures  of  the  Church." 

VVild  extravagance  of  this  sort  would  discredit 
a  reasonable  conclusion,  and  Mr.  Massingham's  con- 
clusion is  not  reasonable,  as  we  shall  show  presently. 
But  let  us  first  glance  at  his  wholesale  impeachment 
of  the  English  clergy.  The  clergy,  forsooth,  "  are 
nowhere  in  science,  in  literature,  in  art,  in  scholar- 
ship." The  distinguished  Professor  of  Astronomy  at 
Oxford  happens  to  be  a  clergyman,  and  so  does  the 
Professor  of  Natural  Philosophy.  In  science,  physical 
and  metaphysical,  the  clergy  are  probably  on  much 
the  same  level  as  other  professions.  Only  "  two 
historians"  among  the  clergy — namely,  Merivale 
and  Creighton  !  Is  Bishop  Stubbs  no  historian  ?  or 
Bright?  or  Dixon?  or  Reichel?  or  Salmon?  or 
Jenkins  (the  learned  author  of  "  The  Privilege  of 
Peter,"  and  other  historical  works)  ?  or  a  troop  of 
others  who  are  distinguished  in  special  depart- 
ments of  historical  erudition  ?  No  scholars  among 
a  clergy  whose  average  scholarship  is  far  and 
away  above  that  of  all  the  other  professions 
put  together !  As  a  finished  Latin  scholar  the 
Bishop  of  Salisbury  has  no  superior  in  Europe, 
and  in  profound  acqiiaintance  with  earl}'  Latin 
literature  scarcely  an  equal.  In  minute  ac- 
quaintance with  the  literature  of  the  first  cen- 
turies of  Christianitj-,  Bishop  Lightfoot  had  no 
superior,  and  his  monumental  work  on  the  Ignatian 
Epistles  has  settled  a  controvei'sy  which  exercised 
the  pens  of  scholars  for  centuries.  Is  the  Head 
Master  of  Harrow  no  scholar?  or  his  predecessor, 
now  Master  of  Trinity  ?  To  say  that  the  clergy  are 
"nowhere  in  literature  or  schola.i-shii) "  is  realh-  to 
betray  an  extraordinary  ignorance  or  forgetfulness 
of  the  literature  and  scholarship  of  the  last  thirty 
years.  Doubtless  the  majority  of  the  clergy  "  are 
passmen,"  and  always  have  been  ;  but  the  observa- 
tion is  equally  true  of  the  majority  of  the  laity. 
True  also  that  "  a  great  mass  have  never  been  to 
Oxford  or  Cambridge  at  all."  But  a  still  greater 
mass  of  lawyers,  doctors,  artists,  journalists  are 
amenable  to  that  impeachment.  And  why  should  it 
be  more  discreditalde  to  a  clergyman  to  be  undistin- 
guished in  science  or  art  than  it  is  for  a  lawyer,  a 
soldier,  or  a  j^hysician?  To  talk  sneeringly  of  "a 
scholar,  and  therefore  a  layman,"  is  not  wit;  it  is 
onlj'  nonsense,  considering  what  the  facts  are. 

It  is  because  we  wish  to  see  the  Church  of 
England  rise  to  her  great  opportunities  that 
we  deprecate  a  style  of  controversy  which  appeals 
to  passion  and  prejudice,  and  betrays  a  lament- 
able ignorance  of  facts.  Mr.  Massingham  refers 
admiringly  to  Mr.  Gladstone.  But  Mr.  Glad- 
stone has  borne  public  and  repeated  testimony  to  the 
superiority  of  the  clergy  of  the  present  day  to  those 
of  his  youth  and  early  manhood.  At  no  period  of 
her  history  probably  had  the  Church  of  England 
more  "saints  and  heroes"  among  her  clergy  than 
now.  The  present  writer  happened  to  read  last 
week  an  account  of  a  visit  to  an  East  End  parish  by 
Mr.  Greenwood,  the  well-known  writer  on  social 
subjects.  Let  Mr.  Massingham  read  thiit  account, 
or  let  him  visit  the  ijarisli,  and  we  have  no  doubt 
that  he  will  agree  with  Mr.  (ireenwood  in  character- 
ising the  life  led  by  the  Vicar  of  that  parish — and 
there  are  multitudes  like  him  in  our  large  towns — 
as  a  noble  examjile  of  true  "  heroism."  The  truth  is 
that  both  among  the  mass  of  the  clergy  of  the 
Church  of  England  and  of  Nonconformity  there  has 
been,  not  a  retrogression,  but  a  wonderful  advance 
within  the  last  fifty  years,  both  in  scholarship, 
preaching,  and  administrative  ability.  It  is  just 
because  there  has  been  a  general  levelling-up  that 
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fewer  conspicuous  figure.s  tower  above  the  mass.  Mr. 
Massiii-^'haiii,  however,  is  at  least  catholic  in  his 
antipathy  to  the  cler;^y.  Nonconformists  ftire  even 
worse  at  his  hands  than  the  Eiijrlish  clerpry,  as  the 
following'  quotation  will  show  :  "  The  Liberation 
Society  has  its  cure  reaJy-niade ;  but  I  do  not 
foresee  the  time  when  the  nation  will  be  ready  to 
hand  over  the  Cathedrals  of  England — the  chief 
adornment  of  its  ancient  towns,  so  matchless  in 
form,  so  unifpie  in  historic  and  spiritual  interest — 
to  a  body  of  contendiii<,'  sectaries,  inconspicuous  for 
their  learuini,',  and  united  oidy  upon  the  common 
principle  of  hatred  of  an  organisation  which  is 
sesthetically,  if  not  intellectually,  superior  to  any  of 
them."  What,  then,  is  Mr.  Massingham's  method 
of  nationalising  our  Cathedrals  ?  He  would  appoint 
laymen  to  the  deaneries  and  canonries,  and  assign 
the  preaching  to  them,  leaving  the  conduct  of 
divine  service  to  the  minor  canons.  "  It  is  surely 
not  extravagant  to  forecast  the  time  when  a  Huxley, 
a  Tyndall,  a  Tennyson,  a  Stainer,  a  Sullivan,  or  a 
Lecicy,  would  be  deemed  not  unworthy  occupants  of 
a  stall  or  a  deanery."  Mr.  Slassinghani  finds  a 
precedent  for  his  proposal  sonn'  centuries  ago,  when 
laymen  did  occasional!}'  liold  deaneries  and  prebendal 
stalls.  If  he  will  extend  his  researches  he  will 
find  that  in  those  good  old  times  bishojjrics 
also  wei-e  sometimes  held  by  laymen.  Nay,  he 
will  find  that  those  laymen  were  not  \infrequently 
lisping  infants  who  combined  the  command  of 
regiments  and  ships  of  war  with  their  ecclesiastical 
preferments  ;  that  is  to  say,  they  drew  the  revenues 
of  otfices  which  they  never  really  occupied.  Mr. 
Massingham  is  unfortunate  in  his  appeal  to  history. 
It  is  not  by  the  restoration  of  gigantic  abuses 
that  our  Cathedrals  can  be  nationalised.  But,  in 
truth,  we  are  disposed  to  regard  Mr.  Massingham's 
article  as  an  ela.borate  satire  on  rash  schemes 
of  ecclesiastical  reform.  Fancy  a  sane  man  pro- 
posing in  sober  earnest  that  "  a  canonry  of  West- 
minster might  even  be  attached  to  the  blue-ribbon 
of  journalism,  the  editorship  of  the  Tim-is  .' "  Just 
imagine  "  Parnellism  and  Crime "  preached  for  a 
series  of  weeks  by  the  editor  of  the  Timeii  from  the 
pulpit  of  Westminster  Abbey,  with  •'  its  walls 
adorned  with  examples  of  local  schools  of  painting 
and  natural  curiosities,"  including,  we  presume,  a 
bust  of  Pigott !  Truly  an  edifying  way  of  national- 
ising our  Cathedrals  !  Mr.  Massingham,  we  have 
no  doubt,  had  his  tongue  in  liis  cheek  as  he  was 
writing  this  article  ;  but  he  propounds  his  absurdities 
with  such  gravity  that  the  simple-minded  among  his 
readers  may  take  him  seriously.  We  would  there- 
fore remind  them  that  a  Cathedral  is  a  place  of 
Christian  worship,  and  that  its  raitfon  d'etre  is  to 
set  an  example  of  dignified  worship  to  the  diocese, 
and  also  to  afford  leisure  for  study  to  some  of  tlie 
clergy.  That  the  fittest  persons  are  not  always 
appointed  deans  and  canons  is  only  too  true ;  but 
the  evil  would  not  be  remedied  by  turning  our 
Cathedrals  into  halls  of  art  and  science,  and  museums 
of  "  natural  curiosities." 


CTTROXICLE    OF    FOREIGN    AFFAIRS. 

IN  Europe  this  week  a  di~;tinctly  gloomy  feeling 
has  prevailed  as  regards  the  preservation  of 
jieace.  It  was  no  doubt  started  by  the  sjieech  of 
the  German  Emperor  at  Mcrseburg,  in  Frussian 
Saxony,  last  Saturday  week,  in  which  the  Con- 
tinental j)ress  has  discovered  a  profound  significance. 
But  it  has  been  aided  by  several  causes,  iiu-luding 
one  oi-  two  canards,  such  as  that  Turkey  had 
formally  protested  against  the  i)articipation  of 
Bosnian  troops  in  the  Austrian  manoeuvres  held  this 


week  in  Styria.  Servia  and  Bulgaria  too,  it  is  said, 
uiKler  tlu)i)n-teuce  ui  training  their  reserves, havebeon 
massing  large  bodies  of  troops  close  to  tlieir  frontier, 
and  the  action  of  the  latter  lias  been  checked  by  the 
advice  of  the  .Sultan.  But  a  more  serious  matter 
than  these  two  reijorts — which  have  been  definitely 
contradicted  is  tlic  ai)i)earance  at  \'ienna  of  a  jiam- 
j)lilet  written  a))]iarently  under  the  insidration  ol'  the 
Austro-IIungarian  War  l)e]jartnu'nt,  and  insisting 
on  the  lu-gent  nec(!ssity  of  an  additional  exjjenditure 
for  military  purposes  of  some  sixteen  or  eighteen 
million  llorins  i)er  annum — say  roughly  a  million  and 
three  ((uarters  sterling.  Tlie  object  (jf  the  ijubfica- 
tion  is  sui)posed  to  be  to  put  pressure  on  the  Finance 
Jlinisters  of  the  two  Kingtloms  to  consent  to  the 
additional  expenditure  to  be  demanded  from  the 
Delegations  by  the  Minister  of  War.  Russia,  too,  is 
said  to  be  buying  all  the  Suez  Canal  shares  she  can 
get.  But  the  most  exeiting  bit  of  news  this 
week  —  as  yet  luiconfirmed  —  has  been  the  an- 
nouiu-enu'ut  in  the  St(tndard  of  Monday  that 
Turkey  has  ajjologisetl  to  Russia  for  the  deten- 
tion at  the  Dardanelles  of  the  Moxkcnva  (of  the 
Volunteer  Flet;t),  i)aid  the  iiidenniity  demanded,  and 
promised  that  the  Dardanelles  shall  forthwith  be 
oj)eiu'd  to  Russian  sliips.  This  has  been  interjjrcted 
to  mean  warships,  \m{  it  c-Iearly  oidy  refers,  if  the 
news  is  true,  to  llie  sliijjs  ol'  that  Russian  Volunteer 
Fleet,  instituted  in  ISSl  to  prey,  in  tlie  event  of  war, 
on  Englisli  commerce,  which  has  suggested  to  Western 
nations  the  idea  of  the  armed  merwtntile  cruiser. 
These  shijjs  often  act  as  transports,  and  until  the 
Trans-Siberian  Railway  is  comjileted,  Russia  cannot 
well  send  troops  to  the  extreme  east  of  her  Empire 
by  any  other  means.  But  the  danger  to  Austria 
involved  in  permitting  the  free  passage  of  armed 
vessels  has  inspired  a  ))ortion  of  the  German  and 
Austrian  press  to  reeonuucnd  that  the  Powers  signa- 
tory to  the  various  treaties  which  close  the  Dar- 
danelles should  at  oiu-e  take  action. 

These  apprehensions  are  hardly  likely  to  be  modi- 
fied either  by  the  rei)<)rt  that  a  new  Russian  loan  is, 
after  all,  on  the  jxiint  of  being  floated  in  I-'rance — 
the  feeling  caused  Ijy  the  i)ersecution  of  the  Jews 
having  appai-eutly  been  modified  by  the  demonstra- 
tion at  Croustadc— or  by  the  contiiuianee  of  the 
Russophil  demonstrations :  the  last  reported  are  at 
Cauterets,  in  honour  of  the  Russian  ambassador. 
Baron  Mohreuhein,  and  in  the  district  in  the  East, 
now  the  scene  of  the  military  manteuvres,  the 
plan  of  which  we  recently  noticed  in  outline.  It 
has  been  only  fixed  in  outline,  much  liberty  being 
left  to  the  connnaiulers  of  the  oiiposing  forces.  The 
maiueuvres  are  to  take  i)lace  in  a  forest  country, 
where  water  is  scanty,  and  the  men  are  billeted  upon 
the  inhabitants,  not  put  under  canvas  if  it  can  be 
avoided.  The  troo])s  are  being  received  with  enthu- 
siasm by  the  i)opulation,  who  offer  wiiu>,  fruit,  and 
vegetables  on  their  march.  The  President  will  review" 
the  troops  on  Sej)teniber  17.  The  mami-uvres  have 
unfortunately  been  marred  by  a  very  serious  railway 
accident  near  Chaliudrey,  involving,  it  is  said,  the 
loss  of  two  hundred  li\es. 

The  internal  jxilitics  of  France  just  now  call  for 
little  notice.  M.  Didc  (a  Protestant  jiastor)  in  the 
Senate,  and  M.  Lockroy  in  the  Chamber,  are  to  call 
attention,  on  the  reassembling  of  the  Legislature,  to 
the  "  Christian  demagi>gy"  practised  by  the  Catholics. 
The  i-efercnce  is  apparently  i)artly  to  the  recent 
Papal  Encxclica!  on  soi-ial  and  labour  questions, 
partly  to  the  niunerous  recent  Catholic  ailhesions 
to  the  Republic.  The  iMicyclical,  it  is  alleged,  points 
to  the  renewal  of  the  corjioratiiuis  abolished  in  ITSit. 
But  it  can  hardly  f>e  supi)oscd  that  the  interpella- 
tions will  have  any  result. 

Two  of  the  Anarchists  who  fireil  on  the  police  at 
Clichy  on  May  1st  have  been  condemned  to  i\ye  and 
three"  years'  imprisonment  respectively.  Their  ju-e- 
vious  record  was  bad.  The  fears  of  a  fresh  strike 
at  Fouruues  have  ceased. 

The  English  bookmakers  settled  at  Boulogne  and 
Calais  are  after  all  to  be  allowed   to  carry  on  their 
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trade  there,  jirovided  they  do  not  deal  with  French 
subjects. 

A  portion  of  the  Italian  Ministry  held  an 
informal  meeting  at  Rome  on  Monday,  and  tliscussed 
the  possibility  of  further  economies  of  about  a 
million  sterling,  i)artly  by  cutting  down  the 
construction  of  new  railways.  The  Minister  of 
Pul)lic  Works  is  said  to  disapprove,  and  according 
to  one  report  the  majority  agreed  witli  him.  In  Par- 
liamentary circles  there  is  some  talk  of  a  speech  to 
be  delivered  by  the  Prenner  next  month  at  Milan, 
which,  besides  prophesying  an  improvement  in  the 
Abj'ssinian  colony,  will  set  forth  tlie  .Ministerial 
l)rogrammc — fui-ther  economies,  the  "  study  of  social 
questions,"  the  maintenance  of  peace — with  an 
eulogium  on  the  Trii)le  Alliance— and  the  improve- 
ment of  commercial  relations  with  France  as  well  as 
with  Central  Europe.  The  ])rospects  of  the  projiosed 
commercial  treaty  with  Austria  and  Germany,  how- 
ever, are  not  very  bright  just  now,  owing,  it  is  said, 
to  the  exorbitant  demands  of  the  two  latter  Powers. 
The  price  of  grain  at  Berlin  fell  heavily  on  Mon- 
day— wheat,  nine  marks ;  rye,  eleven — owing  to 
country  sales  to  meet  engagements  and  favourable 
rejjorts  from  America. 

The  German  Emperor  has  joined  the  Emperor  of 
Austria  and  the  King  of  Saxony  at  Schwarzenau,  in 
Styria,  to  witness  the  annual  mantrnvres.  His  knee 
still,  it  is  said,  causes  him  some  difficulty  in  riding,  and 
the  population  has  been  carefully  warned  not  to 
frighten  his  horse  by  demonstrations  of  welcome. 

Land.slips  in  the  Pusterthal,  in  the  Eastern  Tyrol, 
and  apparently  in  some  side  valleys  just  above  Lienz, 
have  dammed  back  the  Drave  and  formed  a  lake.  Great 
damage  will  be  done  when  the  dam  bursts,  and  men 
are  at  work  night  and  day  attem])ting  to  draw  off 
the  water  by  slow  degrees.  Should  they  fail,  much 
of  the  valley  below  Lienz  must  share  the  fate  of 
Sheffield  in  1864.     The  last  reports  are  hopeful. 

The  un])leasaut  incident  reported  from  Montrenx, 
iu  Switzerland,  is  probably  due  in  i)art  to  confusion 
of  the  manners  of  different  nations.  The  facts,  as 
stated,  are  as  follows :  —Mrs.  Burke,  an  English  lady, 
and  wife  of  the  Portuguese  Consul  at  Algiers,  went 
from  Geneva  to  call  on  Mr.  Bates,  Vice-Consul  at  Suez. 
Mr.  Bates  was  out ;  so,  as  the  hotel  possessed  no 
sitting-room,  she  proposed  to  wait  in  his  bedroom — 
French  hotel  bedrooms,  be  it  remembered,  being  also 
furnished  as  sitting-rooms,  which  Swiss  bedrooms 
certainly  are  not.  The  landlord  and  his  wife 
objected,  made  imputations  on  her  resjiectability,  and 
ordered  her  out.  She  slapped  their  faces — which  is 
perhaps  regarded  as  permissible  in  dealing  with  native 
servants  in  North  Africa.  Forthwith  she  was  con- 
veyed to  a  dungeon  full  of  rats  and  mice,  to  avoid 
whose  attacks  she  climbed  to  the  window  and 
held  on  by  the  bars ;  whereujjon  the  gaoler,  for 
her  consolation,  offered  her  intoxicants.  She  was 
rescued  late  that  evening  by  Mr.  Bates  on  his  return, 
and  has  since  demanded  100,000  francs  from  the 
Federal  Council.  According  to  the  last  accounts, 
however,  all  imputation.-  have  been  withdrawn,  and 
the  incident  is  closed.  That  she  may  very  likely 
have  received  considerable  i)rovocation,  most  jieople 
who  know  the  smaller  French-Swiss  hotels  and  their 
landlords  will  be  quite  ready  to  believe. 

Most  alarming  reports  have  been  in  circulation  as 
to  the  health  of  the  Queen  of  Roumania,  who  is  at 
Venice  for  the  sake  of  the  sea-bathing.  It  has  been 
stated  that  the  King  has  been  advised  not  to  go  to 
her  till  she  has  got  rid  of  Mdllc.  Ilclcne  Vacaresco — 
the  Maid-of-IIonour  she  desires  for  a  daughter- 
in-law  (who  has  at  last  consented  to  go)  ;  that 
he  has  been  urged  to  ai)ply  for  a  divorce ;  that 
she  has  either  paralysis  or  congestion  of  the  spine  ; 
that  a  fatal  I'esult  may  take  place  at  any  moment ; 
and  that  Dr.  Charcot,  tlie  well-known  sj)ecialist,  has 
been  sinnmoned  from  Paris.  The  latest  news  is 
somewhat  less  serious.  Her  state  is  doubtless  due  to 
the  excitement  of  the  "  Itoumanian  Royal  Romance." 
It  is  a  tragic  ending  for  tJie  most  accomplished  and 
gifted  of  European  Queens  to-day. 


The  insurrection  in  Yemen  is  now,  it  is  said,  abso- 
lutely over,  and  the  Turkish  <'<immander  has  entered 
the  city  of  Sana  with  "  thirteen  camels  laden  with 
the  heads  of  the  rebellious  chieftains  "  (a  most 
Oriental  ))icture).  However,  the  Turkish  Government 
was  cliartering  transports  early  this  week,  and  it  is 
not  clear  that  the  despatch  of  troo]3s  has  ceased. 

Another  Provincial  revolution  is  reported  from 
Argentina — this  time  in  Corrientes.  But  in  a  country 
whose  foreign  deljtors  (when  paid  at  all)  are  paid  by 
the  Customs  revenue,  and  whoso  producing  classes 
are  very  largely  outside  politics,  these  movements  by 
themselves  should  not  excite  serious  alarm. 

But,  after  all,  the  real  centre  of  interest  this 
week  has  shifted  to  N'alparaiso  and  its  neighbour- 
hood. The  positive  and  detailed  assertions  of  a  great 
Balmacedist  victorj',  which  we  declined  to  accept 
last  week,  were  belied  almost  at  once  by  the  an- 
nouncement of  the  comjjlete  defeat  of  the  Presidential 
forces,  the  flight  of  the  leaders  to  seek  refuge  on 
foreign  warshii)s,  and  the  disappearance  both  of  the 
Presidential  cruisers  and  the  President  himself. 
Valparaiso,  Coquimbo,  Santiago,  and  in  particular 
Coronel,  have  been  more  or  less  in  a  state  of 
anarchy,  and  many  atrocities  are  rejjorted,  chiefly 
the  work  of  marauders  and  camp  followers.  To  the 
credit  of  the  Congressional  forces,  it  must  be  said 
they  have  done  all  they  could  to  restore  order. 
Balmaceda  is  a  fugitive,  and  is  reported  to  have 
been  shot — with  or  without  a  trial.  Meanwhile  the 
Presidcnfe  Pinto  is  at  Kiel,  with  a  crew  of  137  men 
out  of  300,  and  her  commander  is  apparently  doing 
his  best  to  get  his  stores  and  guns  shipped,  in  spite 
of  the  vigilance  of  the  German  Government. 


THE    POSITION    OF    THE    PARTY. 

IT  is  understood  that,  as  Mr.  Gladstone's  age  may 
indispose  him  to  take  iu  the  next  Parliament  so 
active  a  share  as  heretofore  in  the  affairs  of  the 
party.  Sir  William  Harcourt's  friends  have  been 
jn-essing  him  that  he  should  be  Prime  Minister,  it 
being  rightly  assumed  on  all  sides  that  a  Liberal 
majority,  greater  or  less,  is  certain.  Mr.  Gladstone's 
health  is  now,  happily,  so  much  stronger  than  it 
lately  was  that  all  difficulties  are  for  the  moment  at 
an  end,  but  it  is  still  possible  that  domestic  causes 
as  well  as  advancing  years  may  lead  Mr.  Gladstone 
to  seek  for  some  measure  of  repose.  Is  it  useless  to 
plead  for  the  view,  uni)opular  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, that  there  is  an  advantage  to  the  party  and  a 
jjersonal  advantage  to  the  leader  in  the  House  of 
Commons  in  having  the  Prime  Minister  in  the  House 
of  Lords?  Strongly  as  I  am  opposed  to  second 
Chambers,  I  believe  that  one  of  their  few  utilities  is 
that  they  provide  a  quiet  workroom  for  the  Prime 
Minister  and  the  Foreign  Secretary,  giving  them  time 
to  pursue  their  general  labours  without  the  constant 
worry  of  sessional  affairs.  The  leader  of  the  Lower 
House  gains  the  advantage  that  he  is  always  able  to 
secure  a  day  for  the  consultation  of  the  opinion  of 
the  jmrty,  under  guise  of  taking  time  to  consult  his 
chief  colleague,  not  a  member  of  the  same  Assembly. 
It  is  clear  that,  when  the  moment  shall  come  for  Mr. 
Gladstone  to  tlnnk  that  he  has  earned  a  change  into 
the  position  of  adviser  from  that  of  militant  chief, 
Sir  William  llarcourt  will  occupy  the  place  he 
pleases  to  assume.  He  will  be  able  to  make  himself 
Prime  Minister  if  he  chooses.  The  cjuestion  is.  Will 
he  choose?  My  s\iggestion  would  be  that  it  Avould 
be  wiser  in  the  interest  of  the  party  and  of  himself 
that  Lord  Rosebery  or  Lord  Spencer  shoidd  be  Prime 
Minister — Lord  Spencer  by  preference,  inasmuch  as 
Lord  Roseberj'  (should  health  and  spirits  return  to 
him)  must  be  Foreign  Secretary,  and  the  Foreign 
Secretary  and  I'rime  Minister  should,  if  possible,  not 
be  the  same  man,  .so  heavy  is  the  proper  work  of 
each  of  these  two  offices.  The  party  would  be 
strongest  with  Mr.  Gladstone  for  adviser.  Sir  William 
Harcourt,  as  fighting  chief,  sharing  the  responsibility 
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withthe  leaderin  the  Lords  more  fully  than  he  would  if 
he  were  Priiue  Miuister  in  iho  Lower  llouse.  The 
waste  of  money  ui)on  the  jjresont  system  of  National 
Defence  led  me  some  time  ago  to  jirojjose  that  a 
I'rimi!  .Minister  shoidd  one  day  take  chai-Ke  of  the 
(lei)artments  eonei'rneil  with  both  ai-my  and  marine, 
exereisinj?,  however,  over  them  only  a  very  >;eneral 
eontrol,  and  puttinj^  forwanl  in  i-aeh  case  the  chief 
man  under  him  to  do  the  whole  of  the  detail  work, 
and  to  assume  a  k<><'<1  'J^'fil  ot  .joint  rosi)onsibility 
along  with  him.  The  House  of  I'ommons  is  .jealous 
of  the  Prime  Minister,  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  and  of  the  l>'irst  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  beinp 
membei-s  of  the  I'pper  House;  ;»iid  to  put  them  all 
into  it  would  l)e  luidouhtedly  lo  court  attack.  If, 
however,  the  House  of  Commons  conlii  by  any 
possibility  get  over  its  .jealousy,  anfl  feel  that  it  had 
in  the  Lower  House  the  men  that  it  would  need  to 
hold  responsible  to  itself  for  detail,  the  work  of 
organisation  would  l)e  tin;  better  done  for  being  done 
under  the  general  advice  of  men  whose  time  and 
attentit)n  would  not  be  sub.ject  to  the  demands 
which  are  made  by  the  House  of  Commons.  Still, 
I  admit  that  my  suggestion  with  regard  to  army 
and  navy  is  unfortunately  more  api)Iical)Ie  to  some 
future  Conservative  than  to  the  next  Lii)eral  Adminis- 
tration. Mr.  Gladstone's  ndnd  is  naturally,  and  even 
necessarily,  occupied  with  other  things,  and  Lord 
Spencer  would  probably  notconsent  to  greatly  concern 
himself  with  (juestions  not  forced  ui)on  him  by  an 
obvious  emergency,  until  h-eland  has  been  dealt 
with.  Lord  Rosebery  will  have  enough  to  do  in 
conducting  the  foreign  business  of  the  country  and 
in  solving  the  highly  dangerous  Egyptian  and  New- 
foundland questions  ;  and  the  fighting  services  are 
not  in  the  line  of  Mr.  Morley,  of  whom,  moreover, 
the  mind  refuses  to  contemjjlate  a  transfer  to  the 
House  of  Lords.  Of  those  who  have  been  suggested 
since  I  wrote  as  tenants  of  such  a  post  as  I  proposed, 
neither  Mr.  Campbell-Bannerman,  Mr.  Henry  Fowler, 
nor  Mr.  Asquith,  great  as  are  their  capacities,  carry 
as  yet  the  immense  weight  both  with  the  services 
and  the  country  which  will  be  needed  by  the  man 
who  cleans  out  the  stable. 

So  much  upon  the  personal  cjuestlon.  As  regards 
the  jnirely  political,  it  is  clear  that  the  Conservatives 
count  upon  refusing  time  for  the  discussion  of  the 
questions  which  interest  the  working  classes,  on  the 
ground  that  the  Liberal  party  must  first  show  their 
measure  of  Home  Rule  and  then  proceed  with  it  to  a 
final  .judgment  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Resolutions 
could  be  carried  and  the  Bill  perhaps  postponed  for  a 
single  session,  though  even  in  this  case  the  debates 
would  be  prolonged.  The  suggestion  that  has  been 
made  that  the  details  of  the  measure  might  be  shaped 
by  a  Committee  is  one  which  will  hardly  commend 
itself  to  Mr.  Uillon,  who  will  come  fresh  from  assuring 
the  Irish  constituencies  that  he  is  as  resolute  as  .Mr. 
Parnell  himself.  A  fighting  Opposition  led  by  .Mr. 
Balfour,  and  containing  the  Liberal  I'nionists  within 
its  ranks,  their  leaders  sitting  side  by  side  with  him, 
will  show  no  quarter.  It  is  hopeless  to  expect  that 
the  administrative  work  of  the  Foreign  Office  and  of 
the  great  spending  departments,  as  well  as  that  in- 
volved in  questions  of  patronage,  ceremonial,  ecclesi- 
astical, and  other — which  make  grave  demands 
upon  the  time  of  the  Prime  .Minister — can  receive 
fair  treatment  at  the  hands  of  the  leaders  of  the 
majority  in  the  House  of  Commons — that  is,  of  iMr. 
C;iadstone  and  Sir  William  Harcourt,  nimble-minded 
though  they  be.  The  result  of  these  matters  not 
being  properly  attended  to  will  be  that  the  Con- 
servatives— who  count  uj)on  si)eedily  reducing  the 
Liberal  majority  by  showing  the  labourers  that  the 
promises  made  to  them  by  candidates  have  not  been 
kept  —will  be  reinforced  by  many  who  are  repelled 
by  acbuinistrative  chaos.  Tliese  facts,  again,  tell  in 
favour  of  finding  the  Prime  .Minister  iu  the  House  of 
Lords. 

Mr.  Balfour  has  assured  us  that  the  dissolution 
will  be  in  1892 — a  not  unimportant  piece  of  news.  But 
those  may  be  wrong  who  think  that  he  meant  Easter 


or  .Inly,  and  the  Liberal  |)arty  may  find  themselves 
next  Februai-y  faced  by  a  refusal  to  fix  a  time  for 
the  appeal  to  the  <'ountry,  accomjianii^d  by  an  r)ffer 
to  bring  in  a  Hill  to  hasten  the  registration,  in  c)rder 
that  the  dissolution,  if  ijostjioned  till  .N'ovembi-r,  may 
be  followed  by  elections  tcj  be  held  iqjon  an  anlici- 
l)ated  register  of  IH'.).'{.  The  (luestifjus  which  I  raise 
are,  then,  not  pressing  ;  but  it  is,  nevertheless,  right 
that  they  should  be  discussed. 

The  Timcn  newspaper  and  Lord  .Salisbury  lately 
on  the  .sanu!  day  threw  out  the  suggestion  that  it 
was  jiossible  that  we  might  be  oflerefl  a  new  Con- 
servative Reform  Mill,  even  in  the  coming  year.  I, 
for  one,  am  sorry  that  the  offer — too  gooil  to  be  true 
— was  not  at  once  acceiJtetl.  Lord  Salisbury,  indeed, 
assunufd  that  it  might  be  jiossible  to  adopt  a  jjopula- 
tion  basis  for  representation  without  destroying  the 
non-resi<lent  vote,  and  he  did  not  metition  Uni- 
versity representation  ;  but  it  is  obvious  that  when 
the  matter  came  to  be  discussed,  the  non-resident 
freeholder  and  the  I'niversity  voter  would  neces- 
sarily disai)peai-  if  a  jiopulation  basis  were  to  bo 
ad<)j)ted,  and  the  Liberal  jiarty  in  the  long  rim 
would  have  everything  to  gain  by  frankly  accei)ting 
the  ])0])ulation  basis.  Ijord  Salisbury  foresaw,  in 
1885,  the  advantage  which  his  party  would  gain 
in  London  by  the  adoption  of  the  single-member 
system  coupled  with  a  vast  increase  of  the  elec- 
toral weight  of  the  Metrojjolis.  But  he  has  never 
realised  the  fact  that  the  agricultural  labourers 
— the  most  numerous  single-class  iu  the  constituency 
— are,  excejit  in  the  Home  Counties,  Radical  aluiost 
to  a  man,  although  subject  to  fits  of  indifference, 
or  even  of  discouragement,  producing  hostility  to 
the  Liberal  ])arty,  when  their  favourite  subjects  are 
not  dealt  with  and  cantlidates  talk  to  them  of 
matters  of  which  they  tlo  not  greatly  care  to  hear. 
Lord  Salisbury  contends  that  th-3re  must  be  a  long 
period  of  residence  retiuired  for  the  vote,  because 
otherwise  we  should  have  personation.  It  is  the 
long  period  of  residence  which  is,  on  the  contrary, 
the  cause  of  personation.  The  period  of  residence 
being  in  practice  two  years  on  the  average,  from  the 
time  when  the  voter  comes  iu  to  the  time  when  the 
average  election  takes  jjlace,  the  registers  are  foul, 
great  numbers  of  persons  having  died  or  gone  away 
without  addresses.  These  are  the  })eoi)le  who  are 
personated,  with  those  of  the  non-resiilent  free- 
holders, of  whom,  as  is  the  case  with  many,  nothing 
is  known  in  the  locality.  There  are  gangs  in  some 
of  the  Lancashire  towns  with  a  secretary  who  writes 
round  to  agents  to  offer  to  persomvte  under  circum- 
stances of  the  kind  :  and  their  occupation  woidd  be 
gone  if  we  had  here  that  which  exists  in  many  other 
countries — a  register  continually  made  up  of  the 
jiersons  actually  in  the  place.  There  is  no  logical 
reason  why  local  residence  shoidd  be  reciuired  for 
the  Imiierial  vote  exce|)t  for  the  single  purpose  of 
making  up  the  register  ;  and  the  more  fre<iuently 
the  register  is  made  u)),  the  cleaner  it  is,  anil  the  less 
liersonation  can  take  place.  Another  point  in  Lord 
Salisbury's  Reform  Bill-  which  also  has  not  been 
much  discussed,  ami  which  is  a  small  matter,  not 
connected  with  enfranchisement  or  reform  properly 
so  called — is  the  proi)Osed  abolition  of  special  faeililies 
for  the  illiterate  voter.  This  matter  was  considered 
a  good  many  years  ago  by  a  Connnitteo  on  the 
Ballot  Act  for  which  I  had  moveil,  and  on  the 
motion  of  Colonel  Nolan  the  Committee  unanimously 
resolved  that  the  s))ecial  facilities  were  unnecessary, 
as  the  voters,  even  when  so  ignorant  as  to  be  unable 
to  read  well-known  names  in  large  jirint,  could  easily 
be  drilled  beforehaiul  as  to  the  position  on  the  pai)er 
of  the  candidate  of  th.ir  choice. 

As  I  am  discussing  fresh  suggestions,  made  by 
our  opponents,  on  Parliamentary  reform,  let  me 
mention  that  one  other,  which  has  lately  been 
thrown  out,  is  also  a  re-statement  of  an  old  i)ro- 
)josal.  That  jieers  should  stand  for  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  fight  the  question  of  their  ad- 
missibility to  seats,  was  the  favourite  i)lan  for  the 
gradual  weakening   of   the   influence  of   the  I'pper 
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House  put  out  by  the  Radicals  who  had  seats  in 
the  House  of  Commons  in  the  Parliament  of  180S. 

It  is  unwise,  1  am  convinced,  to  reject  Parlia- 
mentary reform  on  accoinit  of  the  quarter  from 
which  it  proceeds,  and  the  Liberal  party  have 
always  reason  to  expect  gain  in  the  long  run  from 
a  frank  sujjport  of  reform  principles. 

The  questions  of  the  choice  of  leaders  and  of 
fresh  Parliamentary  reform  are  comi)licated  by  that 
of  Labour  Representation.  It  is,  however,  idle  to 
talk  about  a  Labour  I'arty  so  long  as  it  costs  on  the 
average  £1,000  to  get  a  member  in,  and  £500  a  year 
to  keep  him  in,  and  while  both  sums  have  to  be 
found  elsewhere  than  from  public  sources.  Wlien 
members  come  to  be  paid  by  the  public,  and  such 
election  costs  also  paid  by  the  public  as  are  allowed 
at  all,  then  Labour  Members  will  be  able  to  stand 
without  recourse  to  local  party  subscriptions  or 
general  party  funds.  Till  then  it  is  only  the  miuei-s, 
and  perhaps  a  very  few  others  of  tlie  best  and  most 
solid  labour  organisations,  who  can  hope  to  return 
and  keep  their  men.  Charles  W.  Dilke. 


LOCAL     GOVERNMENT     IN     IRELAND. 

I. — The    Existing    System. 

DURING  the  year  1877  two  memoranda  on  Local 
Government  in  England  were  drawn  uj)  by 
Mr.  R.  S.  Wright  (now  Mr.  Justice  Wright),  and 
these  memoranda  were  amplified  by  Mr.  H.  Hob- 
house,  and  published  in  1884.  A  complete  summary 
of  five  hundred  statutes  was  contained  in  a  book  of 
about  one  hundred  pages,  and  must  have  been  foimd 
exceedingly  useful  by  those  who  were  interested  in 
the  reform  of  local  government  in  England.  It  is 
much  to  be  regretted  that  no  similar  outline  exists 
of  the  system  of  local  government  in  Ireland.  There 
are  legal  text-books  dealing  with  the  Irish  Poor  Law 
and  Grand  Jury  Laws,  but  anyone  who  wishes  to 
understand  the  system  must  make  his  summary  of 
the  statutes  for  himself. 

It  may,  liowever,  be  useful  to  sketch  as  briefly  as 
possible  the  main  outline,  showing,  first,  the  areas 
governed ;  secondly,  the  governing  bodies ;  thirdly, 
the  matters  administered.  For  shortness'  sake,  I  have 
left  the  towns  altogether  out  of  account. 

The  smallest  area  prescribed  by  law  in  Ireland  is 
the  townland,  an  area  seldom  exceeding  1,000  acres, 
to  which  there  is  no  analogy  in  England.  It  is  very 
useful  for  purposes  of  local  description,  but  except 
as  an  area  for  certain  sjjecial  assessments  can  hardly 
be  called  a  unit  of  local  government.  Nor  has  the 
Irish  parish  any  distinct  governmental  existence. 
We  know  nothing  about  the  parish  as  "a  place  for 
which  a  separate  poor-rate  is  or  can  be  made,  or  for 
which  a  separate  overseer  is  or  can  be  appointed." 
We  have  no  overseers  and  no  parish  roads.  Vestry 
cess,  which  is  the  nearest  thing  to  a  parish  rate 
which  we  have  known,  was  abolished  in  ISOl.  It 
may  be  said  that  the  Irish  ecclesiastical  y)arisli  is 
somewhat  larger  than  either  the  ecclesiastical  or 
civil  parish  in  England.  If  "  parish  councils  "  were 
established  in  Ireland,  it  nught  be  said,  for  all 
practical  purposes,  that  we  were  devising  a  new,  and 
not  always  a  very  convcnit'ut,  governmental  iniit. 

The  two  i-eal  and  living  units  in  Ireland  are — 

(1)  The    Union,     with    its    subdivision    the 

Electoral  Division ;  and 

(2)  The    County,  with    its    subdivision    the 

Barony. 

The  Irisli  Unions  are  not  like  those  in  England — 
a  development  of  an  earlier  system.  Our  Irisli  Poor 
Law  does  not  go  back  to  the  Act  of  Elizabeth,  but 
was  the  work  of  the  first  i-eformed  Parliament, 
which  at  once  amended  the  system  in  England  and 
started  a  similar  system  in  Ireland.  The  Unions  w'ere 
created  ad  hoc,  and  are  i)erhai)s  for  that  reason — 
larger,  more  uniform,  and  more  conveniently  grouped 


than  those  in   England.      They  are  subdivided  not 
into  ])arishes,  but   into   "electoral  divisions,"  which 
are  of  fairly  equal  size,  and  are  the  units  both  for 
the   election   of   Poor  Law   Guardians   and   for  the 
assessment  of  Poor  Law  and  Rural  Sanitary  expenses. 
Speaking  roughly,  it  may  be  said  that  the  average 
size  of  rural   Unions    is,    in   England   sixty  to   one 
hundred  square  miles,  in   Ireland  rather  more  than 
two   hundred    square   miles.     The  total  number   of 
Unions  is  one  hundred  and  sixty.     Of  these,  forty- 
seven   are   situate    in   more   than   one   county,   and 
seven    others   in   more  than  two.     This  crossing  of 
boundaries,  which  is  speciallj'  noticeable  in  Ulster, 
is  due,  perhajjs,  chiefly  to  the  inconvenience  of  the 
county   divisions.      The    thirty-two    Irish    counties 
wei-e  formed  at  various  times  from   the  thirteenth 
century  to  the  seventeenth,  on  the  analogy  of  the 
English    shires :    but     though     the     conquerors    to 
some    extent    followed    ancient    tribal    boundaries, 
they    seem    to    have    paid    but  little    attention   to 
physical  features  and   other    matters   which    affect 
practical  convenience.   Very  significant  of  the  nature 
of  the  settlement  is  the  name  of  the  subdivision  of 
the  county,  the  barony.     The  barony  is  the  unit  for 
collection   of   the    county    i-ate.      But   we   call   our 
county  rate  a  cess — it  was  originally  an  assessment 
levied  upon  the  occupiers  in  the  Pale  for  the  purpose 
of  defence  against  the  "  Irish  enemy  " — and  the  man 
who  collects  it  is  dignified,  by  statute,  with  the  title 
of   High   Constable  of   the  Barony.     There  are  313 
baronies  in  Ireland — roughly,  two  to  every  one  Poor 
Law    Union — but   they    vary    very    much    in    size. 
Meath,  which  only  returns  two  members  to  serve  in 
Parliament,   has   eighteen  baronies ;   while   Tyrone, 
with    four    members,    has    only    eight.      Generally 
speaking,   it   may   be   said   that    the    baronies    are 
smaller  in   those   counties   which   were   within   the 
Pale.     There   is    much  of   archaeological  interest   in 
their   nomenclature.      The  euphonious    titles  which 
decorate   the   Irish  peers,  down  to  the  latest.  Lord 
Iveagh,   will   be   found   in   very   many  cases  to   be 
derived  from  baronies. 

The  Poor  Law  and  Sanitary  administration  is,  as 
in  England,  entirely  distinct  from  the  county  ad- 
ministration, .i\ist  as  the  Poor  Law  areas  are  distinct 
from  the  county  areas.  As  Mr.  Balfour  probably 
means  by  a  Local  Government  Bill,  just  as  Mr. 
Ritchie  did,  a  Bill  dealing  with  county  government, 
it  is  hardly  necessary  to  describe  at  length  the  Irish 
system  of  Poor  Law  administration.  The  Irish  Poor 
Law  Boards,  like  those  in  England,  are  formed  partly 
of  elected  and  partly  of  ex-o,fficio  Guardians.  The 
elected  Guardians  attend  regularly;  the  e.x-o£icios 
come  when  they  are  whipped  up  for  a  Tory  job. 
The  Irish  Boards  are  more  restricted  in  their  power 
of  giving  outdoor  relief  than  are  Guardians  in 
England.  They  are  also  subject  to  a  greater  extent 
to  the  Local  Government  Board,  which  can,  for  what 
it  is  ijleased  to  call  misconduct,  dissolve  a  Boai-d  and 
put  in  jiaid  oflicials  to  do  the  Guardians'  work.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  Irish  Guardians  jierform  one  duty 
at  least  which  in  England  is  usually  performed  by 
landlords — the  erection  of  labourers'  cottages.  Some 
10,000  cottages  have  been  erected,  at  a  cost  of  about 
£1,200,000,  within  the  last  eight  years. 

The  system  of  county  government  is,  however, 
more  complicated  than,  and  ditt'ers  considerably  from, 
the  English  system,  even  as  the  latter  existed  be- 
fore the  Local  Government  Act  of  1888.  Sjieaking 
roughly,  it  may  he  said  that  the  Grand  Jury  in 
Irelan(i  do  what  Quarter  Sessions  used  to  do  in 
England.  We  have  Quarter  Sessions  in  Ireland,  but 
they  are  purely  of  a  judicial  nature,  and  the  County 
Court  Judge  is  Chairman,  and,  except  in  licensing 
matters,  practically  forms  the  Court.  The  Grand 
Jury  are  the  ruling  body  in  the  county,  and  con- 
sist solely  of  the  larger  landlords  and  agents, 
chosen  by  the  Sheriff.  The  Acts  jirescribe  that 
there  shall  be  at  least  one  representative  of  each 
barony;  but  to  s])eak  of  representation  in  con- 
nection with  such  a  body  is  ludicrous.  Com- 
posed of  landlords,   in   a   country  where  landlords 
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ai'o  Ijiited,  of  IVotestants  in  tho  most  Ciitholic 
counties,  jjuttin^'  taxo.s  solely  on  tlio  oceui)iei's, 
tlioufjli  the  Grand  .Jurors  are  all  owners  or  the 
agents  of  owners,  w  ithout  even  tliat  sense  of  pulilic 
<lnty  whicli  sometimes  jjrevents  exclusive  hudies 
from  j(ibl)inK  puljjie  money  —  it  is  indeed  hi),'h  lime 
that  llie  Grand  .Juries  wore  abolislied. 

lint  to  a  certain  extent  the  (a-and  Jury  is  only  a 
Court  of  Appeal.  It  may  make  jiresontnuuits  (or 
vote  money)  for  two  objects: — (1)  Smaller  baronial 
purjioses  ;  and  (2),  larper  or  general  county  purjjoses. 
The  first  originate  with  the  I'reseutment  Sessions. 
Presentment  Sessions  are  held  for  every  barony  at  a 
time  fixed  by  the  Grand  .Jury  before  each  .\ssize. 
Thej-  are  composed  («),  of  .Justices  of  the  IVace  in 
unlimited  iuuuIum',  who  may  come  from  any  distance 
if  only  they  are  on  the  conunisslou  for  tlie  county  ; 
and  ('<),  of  ;issociated  coss-i):iyers,  who  are  chf>sen  in 
a  manner  worthy  of  Harrington's  "Oceana."  The 
High  Constable  at  each  Assize  delivers  to  the 
secretary  to  the  Grand  .Jury,  who  reads  to  the  (irand 
Jury,  a  return  of  one  hundred  persons,  Ijeing  the 
largest  cess-payers  in  the  barony.  The  Grand  .lury 
thereui)on  fix  a  number,  not  greater  than  twelve  nor 
less  than  five,  which  is  to  bo  the  number  of  associated 
cess-payers  at  the  next  Preseutnuint  Sessions  for  that 
barony.  The  Grand  Jury  further  select  the  names 
of  persons,  dt)uble  the  nundier  so  fixed,  from  the 
High  Constable's  list,  and  the  i)ersons  named  are 
summoned  to  attend  at  Presentment  Sessions.  From 
those  who  attend,  the  reqiured  number  are  selected 
by  lot.  A  fine  field  for  .jobbery  is  open  in  their 
selection,  and  in  anj'  case  tlie  .Justices  can  out-vote 
them  if  they  like. 

Any  two  cess-payers  or  the  County  Surveyor  may 
make  an  application  for  "  any  work  "  to  Presentment 
Sessions.  The  Sessions,  if  they  approve  the  applica- 
tion, direct  the  County  Surveyor  to  prepare  a  form  for 
tender  and  specifications,  and  adjourn  to  a  future  day 
preceding  the  Assizes.  They  advertise  for  tenders, and 
at  their  adjourned  meeting  are  bound  to  accept  the 
lowest.  The  application  is  then  sent  on  to  the  Graud 
Jury,  who  can  accept  or  reject,  but  cannot  alter  it. 

There  are,  however,  many  purposes  for  which 
the  apjjroval  of  Presentment  Sessions  is  not  neces- 
sary, though  for  some  of  them  it  may  be  usual. 
There  are  some  purjioses  for  which  Presentments 
are  compulsory.  A  cess-payer  may  oppose  a  Present- 
ment for  malicious  injury  before  the  Judge  of  Assize. 
He  may  also  traverse  any  Presentment  for  the  pay- 
ment of  money  to  a  contractor  •'  on  the  grounds  of 
the  contractor  not  having  com|)lied  with  the  terms 
of  his  agreement  or  the  provisions  of "  the  Grand 
Jury  Acts.  But  this  is  always  a  difficult  and  un- 
satisfactory pi-ocess.  It  may  be  mentioned  that,  as 
the  Grand  Jury  are  assembled  only  on  the  occasion 
of  the  Assizes,  and  retain  no  i)i>\ver  or  administrative 
authority  after  they  have  lieen  discharged  by  the 
Judge,  a  certain  power  in  emergencies  is  vested  in 
any  three  Justices.  On  some  occasions,  such  as  the 
recent  burning  of  the  Cork  Court-house,  a  special 
Act  of  I'arliament  is  required,  owing  to  the  want  of 
continuity  in  the  Grand  Jury's  existence. 

There  is  one  particular  in  which  the  Grand  Jury 
are  a  more  important  body  than  the  English  Justices 
were.  The  Grand  Jury  are  the  only  highway 
authority  outside  the  boundaries  of  Urban  Sanitary 
Districts.  The  only  county  roads  in  England  are 
those  disturnpiked  or  other  main-roads  so  declared 
under  the  Highways  Act  of  1 S7S  or  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Act  of  l.SSS.  Most  rural  roads  are  under  either 
the  parish  authorities  or  a  Highway  Hoard.  In  Ire- 
land every  road  which  is  not  .-in  occupation  road  is  a 
county  road,  rei)airable  by  the  Grand  Jury.  Anil 
the  Grand  Jury  also  possess  .an  unlimited  i)ower  of 
making  new  i-oads.  Arthur  ^'oung  noticed  in  1779 
the  effect  of  the  difference  of  law  :  tho  Irish  roads 
were  then  nnich  better  than  roads  in  England.  But 
another  effect  has  been  to  give  us  in  Ireland  the 
doubtful  blessing  of  unnecessary  roads,  made  and 
repaired  solely  for  the  jirivate  convenience  of  pro- 
minent Grand  Jurors. 


Other  i)uri)oses  for  which  Presentments  may  lie 
made  are  for  piers  and  harbours,  liridges,  court- 
houses, giljbets  an<l  milestones,  fever  hospitals, 
dis])ensaries,  infirmaries,  jiauiier  lunatic  asylums, 
diocesan  schools,  cui'oners,  c-omiiensation  in  case  of 
murder  or  maiming  or  malicious  injury,  reward.s 
to  ])rosecut()rs  of  felons,  maintenance  of  deserted 
children  and  of  children  in  Industrial  Schools, 
county  officers,  inspectors  of  weights  and  measure-s, 
clearing  rivers.  Compulsory  Presentments  may  be 
required  for  extra  constabulary,  expenses  of  Crown 
))roseeutions,  tho  maintenance  of  children  in  re- 
formatories, guaranteed  i-ailways  and  tramways, 
and  many  other  ijurposes. 

All  this  is  done  by  the  landlord,  and  paid  for  by 
tho  tenant.  The  cess  is  always  paid  by  the  occupier. 
The  Land  Act  of  l.S7()  jjrovided  that  in  case  of  future 
tenancies  one-half  should  be  repaid  by  the  owner; 
but  the  ijhrase  ''future  tenancy"  is  so  restricted  by 
judicial  interi)retation  that  only  in  cases  where  a 
sjjccial  custom  jn-evails  can  this  division  of  rates  be 
said  to  exist.  The  landlords  are  actually  crying  out 
that  they  will  be  robbed  if  they  are  no  longer  alUjwed 
to  spend  what  tho  tenants  piiy  in  taxes.  The  Grand 
Jury  of  Cavan,  in  spite  of  protests,  for  sixteen  years 
l)aid  the  money  of  Catholic  ratepayers  to  support 
Protestant  Industrial  .Schools,  while  they  refused  to 
give  a  farthing  to  Catholic  schools. 

One  old  means  of  i)romiscuous  extortion  has,  how- 
ever, been  removed.  The  Irish  system  of  valuation 
established  by  the  Ai-ts  of  l.Slfi  and  IS.!)  is  really 
simpler  and  better  than  the  system  in  England.  The 
valuation  was  made  by  a  Commissioner  ajjpointed  by 
the  Lord-Lieutenant.  It  may  be  revised  annually  by 
the  Commissioner  (who  is  now  appointed  by  the 
Treasury),  on  the  re])ort  of  the  collector  of  Poor 
Rates,  transmitted  to  him  with  the  comments  of  the 
Guardians,  subject  to  ajjjjeal  to  Quarter  Sessions  or 
to  the  sui)erior  Courts  on  case  stated.  The  valuation 
list  is  final,  both  for  Poor  Law  and  county  i)urpose.s, 
and  the  Grand  Jury  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  make  a 
poundage  rate  on  the  basis  of  the  valuation  of  the 
central  authority. 

The  Countj^  Surveyor,  too,  who  is  a  very  imjjortant 
and  generally  a  useful  official,  is  appointed  by  the 
Lord-Lieutenaut  after  his  qualifications  have  been 
duly  certified  by  com])etent  engineers.  The  con- 
stabulary, I  need  hai-dly  remark,  are  also  entirely 
under  central  authority.  It  is  not  a  comforting 
reflection  for  anyone  connected  with  the  expiring 
class  of  Irish  gentry  that  the  jjower  of  valuation  and 
the  power  to  ajipoint  a  County  .Surveyor  were  taken 
from  them  by  the  central  authority  because  they 
were  not  honest,  and  that  the  control  of  tho  })olice 
was  taken  from  them  because  they  were  not  just. 

I  shall  try  to  indi<'ate  in  another  article  what 
reform  of  this  system  may  fairly  be  asked  from  Mr. 
Balfour.  k.  p.  y.  Kxqx. 


SCIENCE    FHOM    THE    SECTIONS. 

IT  has  been  already  iininted  out  in  these  columns 
that  one  of  the  main  advantages,  considered  from 
the  purely  scientific  jjoint  of  view,  of  the  British 
Association  meetings,  is  derived  from  the  addresses 
of  the  several  sectional  i)residents.  This  year  these 
addresses  have  been  certainly  up  to  the  average 
markof  inqjortance,  for  the  men  chosen  for  the  office 
are  men  of  light  and  leading  in  their  several  subjects^ 
In  the  Mathematii'al  and  Physical  Section  it  is  usual 
to  select  alternately  a  man  wlio  re|)reseuts  the 
experimental  and  one  conversant  with  the  theor- 
etical side  of  the  Science.  This  year  a  physicist  held 
the  post.  The  address  given  by  Professor  Oliver  Lodge 
contains  much  of  inten'st.  Four  events  of  imiiortance, 
hetells  us, has  signalized  this  year's i>rogress in  jihysics. 
First  conies  the  centenary  celebration  of  the  birth  of 
that  greatest  of  all  experimental  ])hili)sophers  .Michael 
Faraday.  Secondly  we  have  to  note  the  death  of  a 
hero  of  science,  that  of  Wilhelm  Weber  of  GCittiugen, 
whose  name  will  go  down  to  posterity  as  one  of  the 
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fonndersof  au  absolute  system  of  measurement.  In  the 
third  place,  we  have  the  latest  sensational  discovery  in 
astronomy,  made  in  America,  of  the  existence  of  a 
binary  system  of  stars  (/3aurigaO  revolving  round  each 
other  in  grotesque  haste,  and  in  such  close  proximity 
that  their  separation  by  ordinary  optical  means  is 
impossible  and  their  distinct  motions  can  only  be 
detected  by  the  observation  of  the  change  of 
refrangibility  of  their  bright  lines,  a  method  first 
employed  by  Dr.  Huggins.  The  funds  that  enabled 
this  discovery  to  be  made  were  furnished  by  Mrs. 
Henry  Draper  as  a  memorial  to  her  husband,  an 
eminent  American  astronomer,  and,  as  Dr.  Lodge 
remarks,  if  /3  aurigjo  does  not  constitute  a  satisfac- 
tory memorial,  one  is  at  a  loss  to  know  what  is  the 
kind  of  tombstone  which  the  relations  of  a  man  of 
science  would  prefer.  The  fourth  event  to  be 
noticed  is  the  discovery  of  a  physical  method  for 
colour  photography  by  Professor  Lippman,  of  Paris. 
The  idea  of  the  possibility  of  obtaining  permanent 
photographs  of  objects  in  their  natural  colours  has 
long  been  cherished,  but  until  the  other  day  it  has 
not  been  realised,  nor,  indeed,  can  even  this  discovery, 
although  of  great  theoretical  interest,  be  looked  upon 
as  applicable  to  the  ordinary  business  of  the  photo- 
grapher. The  principle  involved  is  one  first  sug- 
gested by  Lord  Rayleigh,  but  brought  to  a  practical 
issue  by  the  Parisian  professor.  This  may  be  best 
explained  by  a  well-known  experiment  in  the  case  of 
sound.  If  a  sensitive  flame  be  exposed  to  stationary 
sonoi'ous  waves,  the  flame  is  heard  to  be  set  singing 
when  brought  in  the  loops  of  the  waves,  but  not 
when  placed  at  the  nodes.  So  also  in  the  case 
of  the  infinitely  smaller  waves  constituting  light. 
If  rays  of  one  kind  be  allowed  to  fall  upon  a 
sensitive  photographic  film  of  a  certain  thick- 
ness in  such  a  way  that  interference  of  the 
waves  occurs  within  that  thickness,  the  effect  is  to 
produce  a  periodic  structure  in  the  film  by  shaking 
out  the  metallic  silver  from  the  combination,  just  as 
the  flame  is  shaken  in  the  ease  of  sound  waves,  in 
strata  half  a  wave  length  apart.  Such  strata  must 
of  necessity  reflect  light  of  the  same  wave-length  as 
produces  it,  thus  giving  rise  to  the  particular  colour. 
Whether  the  faint  but  permanent  colour-photo- 
graphs thus  obtained  can  be  brought  to  a  sufficient 
degree  of  perfection  to  be  practically  useful  remains 
to  be  seen.  It  is  enough  for  us  to  know  that  the 
principle  has  been  discovered,  and  its  truth  jiroved 
experimentally,  so  that  the  apparent  impossibility 
of  obtaining  photographs  of  landscapes  and  other 
objects  in  their  natural  colours  is  now  brought 
within  the  range  of  possibility. 

After  a  spirited  argument  in  favour  of  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  national  physical  laboratorj',  a  pro- 
posal which  we  heartily  endorse.  Professor  Lodge 
passes  on  to  the  discussion  of  a  question  which  he 
himself  acknowledges  lies  on  the  borderlands  of 
physics,  jihysiology,  and  jjsychology,  and  about  which 
some  difference  of  o])inion  may  be  entertained.  This 
relates  to  the  question  of  "  thought  transference ; " 
that  is,  whether  any  means  of  communication  except 
the  ordinary  ones  exists,  by  whicli  a  thought  in  the 
mind  of  one  jierson  can  bo  transferred  to  that  of 
another.  Tliis  is  an  old  story.  Dr.  I>odgo  wishes 
for  investigation,  and  asks  what  right  we  have 
to  be  ashamed  of  the  truth.  Assuredly,  wo  may 
answer,  none,  and  no  sensible  man  will  venture 
to  deny,  to  anyone  who  chooses  to  employ  it, 
the  right  of  careful  investigation  into  these 
matters.  The  difFeronce  of  ojiinion  comes  in 
when  some  of  us  ask  if  it  is  worth  our  while.  By 
all  means  let  Dr.  Lodge,  if  he  pleases,  spend  his 
energies  in  this  direction  ;  but  it  is  hardly  fair  to 
condemn  those  who  think  that  they  can  jnit  theirs 
to  better  uses.  Then  Dr.  Lodge  tolls  us  that  he  has 
evidence ;  he  has  seen  it  done,  and  that  he  is  con- 
vinced of  the  fact.  But  how  about  us  ?  Would  it 
not  have  boon  well  if  he  had  given  his  section  some 
notion  of  what  ho  had  seen  done?  If  the  thing  is 
true,  surely  no  i)residontial  address  ever  contained 
anything  half  so  important,  and  yet  he  fails  to  en- 


lighten us.  Some  years  ago  a  distinguished  experi- 
mentalist made  these  matters  his  study;  he  described 
in  detail  experiments  which  were  intended  most  dis- 
tinctly to  prove  the  existence  of  the  so-called  spiritu- 
alistic phenomena.  Time  passed  on,  for  some  unknown 
reason  the  subject  was  quietly  dropped,  and  to  this 
day  the  investigator  has  not  had  the  common  courage 
either  to  continue  the  experiments  so  as  to  prove  his 
case  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  scientific  world,  or  to 
confess  himself  deceived  in  what  he  saw.  Dr.  Lodge, 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  not  emidate  this  example,  but 
will  either  give  satisfactory  proof  of  his  statements 
— in  which  case  he  will  have  made  a  discovery  beside 
which  all  physical  discoveries  pale — or  acknowledge 
ho  was  mistaken. 

It  is  a  long  drop  from  these  transcendental 
subjects  to  the  everyday  matters  treated  of  by 
some  of  the  other  sectional  presidents.  How  can 
any  interest  be  felt  in  metallurgy  and  Welsh  coal- 
fields, or  even  in  growth-curvatures  in  plants,  after 
we  have  embarked  on  discussions  on  thought  trans- 
fer? And  yet  the  addresses  of  Professor  Roberts- 
Austen,  of  Mr.  Rupert  Jones,  and  of  Mr.  Francis 
Darwin,  not  to  speak  of  the  others,  are  full  of 
matters  of  importance.  The  latter,  a  worthy  suc- 
cessor to  his  illustrious  father,  speaks  of  the  singular 
motions  of  plants  concerning  which  modern  experi- 
mental botany  has  revealed  many  wonders.  For 
how  can  the  ordinary  mind  help  wondering  when 
we  are  told  that  if  a  plant  be  fastened  to  a  spindle 
turned  by  a  clock  so  that  the  plant's  position  is 
suddenly  reversed  every  half-hour,  a  rhythmic  state 
is  produced  in  which  the  plant  curves  either  upwards 
or  downwards,  and  alters  its  growth  according  to 
the  clock's  motion — a  similar  condition  of  things 
to  the  better  known  alteration  which  is  set  up  in  the 
sleep  of  plants  by  the  alternation  of  night  and  day. 
But  still  more  remarkable  is  the  fact  that  if  the 
clock's  sudden  motion  be  stopped,  the  plant  continues 
to  curve  just  as  if  the  clockwork  were  still  in  action. 
The  ]>lant  has  learnt  and  remembered  the  half-hourly 
period,  thus  proving  that  it  not  only  is  in  a  degree 
sentient  but  capable  of  acting  upon  past  impressions. 
And  after  all,  what  is  memory  but  this? 

In  the  geograijhical  section  Mr.  Ravenstein  dis- 
courses on  cartography.  He  thinks  that  maps  must 
have  existed  from  the  very  earliest  times,  otherwise 
how  could  Joshua  have  divided  the  Promised  Land 
amongst  the  twelve  tribes,  minutely  describing  their 
boundaries  ?  Be  this  as  it  may,  none  of  Joshua's 
maps  have  come  down  to  us  ;  but  we  know  that  such 
things  existed,  at  any  rate,  42.3  years  before  our  era, 
for  does  not  Aristophanes  bring  in  a  map  of  the 
world  in  the  Clin(ds  to  tell  the  Athenian  farmer 
where  Athens  is  situate?  No  original  copy  of 
Ptolemy's  set  of  maps  has  reached  us,  but  reduc- 
tions of  these  originals  are  known.  These  are  in 
many  respects  truer  to  nature  than  many  far  more 
modern  maps.  Of  these,  indeed,  there  was  no  lack 
during  the  Dark  Ages ;  but  as  the  chief  aim  of 
the  map-makers  of  that  time  was  rather  to  recon- 
cile their  work  with  the  orthodox  interpretation  of 
Holy  Writ  than  to  represent  things  as  they  are, 
we  need  not  be  surprised  to  learn  that  Jerusalem 
was  the  hub  of  the  imiversein  the  wheel  maps,  whilst 
Asia  lay  to  the  east,  and  Europe  and  Africa  occupied 
the  western  half  of  the  disc. 

To  como  down  to  later  days,  many  of  us  can 
remember  the  time  when  the  meetings  of  the  British 
Association  saw  much  of  similar  attempts  to  recon- 
cile the  results  of  scientific  incjuiry  with  what 
were  considered  orthodox  views.  A  scene  like  the 
celebrated  one  at  Oxford  between  the  Bishop  and 
Professor  Uuxley  is,  however,  not  likely  to  occur 
again.  That  Jerusalem  is  no  longer  the  hub  of  the 
universe  is  now  admitted  by  all.  except  a  few 
innocents  or  fanatics  who  will  continue  to  maintain 
the  ancient  cartography  under  all  circumstances. 
Such  ])ersons  the  man  of  science  need  neither  fear 
nor  hate.  They  will  not  again  turn  up  at  the 
sections,  and  the  educated  world  now  understands 
the  weight  to  be  attached  to  their  lucubrations. 
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A    GREAT    PUBLlSIIINc;    HOUSE. 

"]l/|  F-:SSHS.  MACMIIJ.AN  Imvc  done  well  to  pulilisli 
IV  I  a  biblioKniphical  oataloKuc  of  tlio  works  which 
have  bot'ii  issued  from  their  f:iinous  house.  It  is  tio 
jMvrt  of  tlie  critic's  duty  to  attempt  a  compiirative 
dassificatiim  of  the  jmblisliers  of  Great  Britain,  Imt 
if  sucli  a  task  were  imposed  upon  tis  the  name  of 
Rlacmilhm  woidd  uncpiestionably  stand  very  near 
the  front.  It  is,  however,  rather  as  a  vindication  of 
l)ul)Mslicrs  generally  tlian  as  an  illustration  of  what 
a  sinj,'le  house  can  accomi)lish  in  a  bare  half-century 
that  the  vohuno  just  issued  by  Macmiilan  it  Co. 
has  the  greatest  interest.  For  some  time  i)ast  cer- 
tain authors  (chiefly  writers  of  fiction)  have  been 
making  a  "dead  set"  at  the  publishers  as  a  body. 
Forgetfid  of  the  fact  that  one  author  docs  not  differ 
from  another  in  glory  more  than  docs  one  jjublishci' 
from  another  in  virtue,  these  rather  foolish  gentle- 
men have  ))ractically  lumped  the  whole  j)ublishing 
fraternity  together,  and  pronounced  it  bad  in  root 
and  branch.  We  have  no  (piarrel  with  the  Society 
of  Authors,  but  that  august  body  would  do  better 
service  to  its  members  if  its  orticials  showed  a  clearer 
sense  of  jjroiiortion  in  their  performances.  To  instil 
into  the  mind  of  the  young  writer,  just  taking  his 
first  stejjs  in  authorship,  that  the  j)ublisher  is  his 
natural  enemy,  against  whose  wiles  ho  nuist  guard 
by  means  of  a  Trade  Protection  Society  of  his  own, 
is  to  do  the  verj"  worst  possible  service  to  the  ardent 
youtli.  That  it  is  also  to  insult  an  honourable  and 
iLseful  body  of  men  need  not  be  said.  The  belief  of 
the  leading  gentlemen  of  the  Society  of  Authors  is, 
however,  that  a  publisher  has  no  feelings  to  be  con- 
sidered. "  No  doubt  there  are  honest  men  amongst 
yon,"  says  the  oracle  of  the  society  in  effect :  "  I 
make  no  attack  upon  men  of  that  quality ;  but  you 
must  excuse  me  if  in  business  transactions  I  advise 
young  authors  to  treat  all  of  you  alike  as  possible 
rogues." 

A  glance  over  Messrs.  Macniillan's  Bibliographical 
Catalogue  may  perhaps  lead  even  the  novice  to 
entertain  some  doubts  as  to  the  wisdom  of  this 
advice.  Here  is  a  handsome  volume  of  some  seven 
hundred  pages,  and  it  is  filled  with  a  bare  list  of  the 
books  which  have  been  published  by  a  single  firm 
since  the  year  1843.  As  we  turn  over  the  leaves  we 
come  upon  a  hundred  famous  names  in  P^nglish 
literature,  and  recall  a  thousand  delightful  hours 
spent  with  the  books  which  are  enumerated  here. 
What  a  company  would  be  that  which  would  be 
gathered  together  in  the  famous  house  in  Bedford 
Street  if  Messrs.  Macmillan  could  summon  all  their 
authors  around  them !  We  cannot  pick  and  choose 
in  the  list  before  us.  It  contains  no  small  propor- 
tion of  the  most  illustrious  names  of  the  present 
day,  and  it  re]iresents  in  a  uni(|ue  manner  one  side  at 
least  of  the  best  thought  and  intellectual  Avork  of  our 
century.  When  the  young  author  sends  his  manu- 
scrii)t  to  Bedford  Street,  he  virtually  ajiplies  to  be 
admitted  into  this  illustrious  company.  To  gain  a 
place  among  its  members  is  in  itself  a  diploma.  Surely 
the  privilege  is  at  least  equal  to  that  of  election  to  a 
first-class  club.  And  yet  his  self-constituted  friends 
bid  him  to  pause  on  the  threshold,  and  to  insult  the 
masters  of  the  house  by  addressing  all  manner  of  im- 
pertinent questions  to  them,  and  demanding  all  sorts 
of  absurd  guarantees  before  he  sets  foot  within  their 
doors.  Would  it  not  be  wisei-  and  kinder  to  advise 
the  young  man  to  take  for  granted  the  integrity 
and  lilierality  of  those  who  have  already  enter- 
tained so  large  and  noble  a  conqiany  of  guest  s?  Can 
even  the  great  name  of  Besaut  outweigh  those 
which  are  already  inscribed  in  the  books  of  the 
Macmillans  ?  The  traveller  entering  a  new  country 
does  not  demand  of  the  landlord  of  even  the  jioorest 
wayside  inn  a  i)ledge  that  he  will  not  rob  or 
murder  him  whilst  he  dwells  under  his  roof.  Some 
things  there  are  which,  even  in  this  world,  men 
take  ui)ou  trust ;  and  among  them  is  the  good  faith 
of  those  who,  having  to  cater  for  a  particular  class, 
have    not    only   done    so    for    years    with    marked 


success,  but  have  brought  around  themselves  a  b(jdy 
of  clients  of  no  common  oi-der  of  merit.  We  invite 
the  young  writer,  with  mind  roused  to  keen  sus- 
))ici()n  by  the  hints  aiiil  warnings  of  the  Authors' 
Society,  to  say  wlielhei-  the  names  which  figiwein  the 
Bibliograjjhical  Catalogue  of  the  Macmillans  do  not 
olTer  him  greater  security  than  that  which  he  (tun 
gain  from  the  submission  of  an  agreement  with  his 
publishers  to  even  the  keenest-eyed  oflicials  of  that 
Society. 

"  But,"  .says  the  young  writer,  who  is  too  often  an 
egregious  |)erson  with  wisdom  teeth  still  uncut, 
"  tiicse  illustrious  men  of  whom  you  sjjeak  have  made 
the  fortunes  of  tlu;  jiublishers  whom  you  praise  and 
invite  nw  to  trust.  Theirs  has  been  the  toil,  and  to 
the  others  has  been  tin-  reward.  Is  it  not  time  to 
change  all  this,  and  i)ut  the  jtublisher  in  his  proper 
))lace  as  the  merc^  hack  and  tool  of  the  writer  V" 
This  is  the  cry  raised  by  gentlemen  who  think  that 
the  writer,  however  mechanical  may  be  his  art,  must 
of  necessity  be  sujjerior  to  the  mere  man  of  business. 
The  cry  is  as  old  as  the  hills,  and  never  will  it  he 
answered  save  by  those  who  learn  wisdom  from  their 
own  experience.  In  this  catalogue  of  Messrs.  Mac- 
niillan's jjublications  tliere  are  some  names  (and  these 
not  the  least  eminent)  of  men  who  would  never  have 
produced  a  book,  never  have  won  fame,  if  it  ha<l  not 
been  for  the  hel))  they  received  from  the  ]}ublisher. 
And  when  we  sjieak  of  help  we  make  no  reference 
to  mere  assistance  in  money,  or  even  in  that 
business  tact  which  it  is  the  siiecial  province 
of  the  publisher  to  sujiply.  We  mean  direct  in- 
tellectual assistance,  the  kind  of  guidance  by  which 
a  man  is  led  to  do  his  own  special  work  in  life,  in- 
stead of  frittering  his  energies  away  in  vain  attempts 
to  do  the  work  of  other  men.  It  is  one  ])art  of  the 
publisher's  business — if  he  knows  it  aright — to  dis- 
cover the  men  who  are  really  fitted  to  become  the 
friends  and  leaders  of  the  reading  world,  and  to 
draw  them  into  the  vocation  for  which  Nature  has 
designed  them.  If  it  be  only  for  what  he  does  in 
this  task  of  election  and  selection,  the  function  of 
the  publisher  is  one  the  iinj)ortance  of  which  is  not 
to  be  estimated  by  mere  rule-of-three.  Nor  is  this 
the  only  way  in  which  a  great  i)ublisher  makes  him- 
self the  intellectual  as  well  as  the  business  ])artner 
of  his  clients.  Let  us  look  at  this  Catalogue  again, 
and  see  how  many  of  the  brightest  successes  it  re- 
cords have  been  gained,  not  by  individual  books, 
but  by  the  dilTerent  series  of  works  of  a  special 
character,  for  the  production  of  which  the  Mac- 
millans have  long  been  famous.  Whose  was  the 
brain  in  which  the  first  idea  of  each  particular 
series  first  sprang  to  life':'  Not  always,  we  may  rest 
assured,  and  probably  not  often,  was  it  the  brain  of 
the  man  whose  name  figures  as  e<litor  of  the  series  ; 
still  more  rarely  has  it  been  the  brain  of  any  of  the 
authors  of  the  books  forming  the  series.  Perhajis 
the  genesis  of  any  one  series  would  be  difliciilt  to 
ascertain.  It  has  germinated  in  the  intellectual 
laboratory  of  the  great  i)ublishing  house  where  men 
are  always  striving,  not  to  meet  the  nee<ls  of  the 
public,  but  to  anticipate  them  ;  not  merely  to  feed 
the  taste  already  formed,  but  to  create  an  appetite 
which  shall  demand  new  food  and  indirectly  create 
new  forms  of  intellectual  labour. 

These  are  some  of  the  reflections  which  will  occur 
to  any  man  of  experience  as  he  turns  over  the  pages 
of  a  volume  that  does  honour  to  many  men  ;  that 
sums  up  the  results  of  fifty  years  of  hearty  and 
lo.\al  co-operation  between  many  great  writers  and 
a  few  keen  and  sagac-ious  men  of  alTairs.  the  residts 
of  which  have  been  sei-n  not  only  in  the  creation  of 
more  than  one  great  fortune,  but  in  the  establish- 
ment of  not  a  few  brilliant  reputations.  We  do  not 
say  that  the  i)ublislH'rs  were  inallcases  indispensable 
to  the  authors,  but  neither  do  weallirni  the  converse, 
and  on  the  whole  a  glance  at  this  book  ought  to 
create  in  the  mind  of  the  literary  novice  a  certain 
amou!it  of  suspicion  when  he  is  bidden,  by  those 
who  claim  to  be  his  friends,  to  look  upon  the 
publisher  as  his  natural  enemy. 
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MR.    .J.    M.    LUDLOW. 

ON  Monday  last  Mr.  Ludlow  resigned  the  office  of 
Chief  Registrar  of  Friendly  Societies,  which  he 
had   filled  for  sixteen  years.     It  is  a  far  cry  from 
1880    to    1875,  but    it    is   only   the    full    measure   of 
distance   between   the   old    and   the   new.      In   the 
former  year  John  Tidd  Pratt  became  the  chief  official, 
under    Parliament,    to   administer  Friendly  Society 
law.    He  held  that  jjosition  for  forty  years,  and  theii 
died   in  harness.     He   belonged  to  an  old   order  of 
things,   and   continued  to  cling  tenaciously  to  that 
order,  refusing  to  give  place  to  the  new.      When  the 
older  tyiie  of  Registiar  came  into  oi'tice,  governments 
looked  askance  at  large  combinations  of  tlie  working- 
men— the   repressive   enactments    of    the    Seditious 
Meetings  and  the  Corresponding  Societies  Acts  of  the 
last  century  were  still  in  force  against  societies  with 
branches,   known    popularly   as    the   Secret    Orders. 
Good  work  did  the  Registrar  do  for  local  bodies,  and 
strenuous,    though    unavailing,    were    his    laudable 
endeavours  to  reform  the  ways  and  methods  of  the 
collecting  burial  societies  which  came  into  existence 
during   his    tenure   of   office.      But    he    could    never 
take  kindly    to  that  type  of   provident  association 
which  the  late  Royal  Commissions  recognised  as  pre- 
eminently the  creation  of  the  aristocracy  of  labour, 
supplying,    according    to    their    own    pattern,    the 
machinery   for  their  thrift-practice.     Such   a  novel 
political  doctrine  as  "  trust  the  people  "  was  to  him 
an  abomination,  and  subversive  of  all  strong  govern- 
ment for  the  people,  under  a  benevolent  autocracy. 
He  could  not  countenance  in  any  shape  or  form  the 
rising  democratic  s])irit  of  the  fraternities  of  Odd- 
fellows and  Foresters.     In  the  language  of  the  late 
Mr.   Charles  Hardwick,  author  of  the  "Manual  for 
Patrons"    (himself   "a   leader  among  men"   in   the 
Friendly  Society  world),  the  Registrar  "  seemed  to 
think  it  his  duty  to  treat  the  members  of  those  self- 
governed  Provident  Societies  much  in  the  same  light 
as  the  master  of  a  union  workhouse,  a  Militia  drill- 
sergeant,  or  a  governor  of  a  convict  jn-ison,  treat  the 
specimens  of  humanity  committed  to  their  charge." 

It  need  not  be  said  that  all  this  was  changed 
when  Mr.  Ludlow  took  office.  Such  a  line  of  jjolicy 
was  altogether  foreign  to  the  Christian  Socialist,  the 
intimate  friend  and  associate  of  Maurice  ami 
Kingsley,  who,  after  a  brief  interval,  succeeded  the 
famous  Registrar.  ;Mr.  Ludlow,  before  he  took  office, 
had  received  a  luiiciue  training  for  the  post.  For 
four  years  he  was  the  secretary  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission, which,  on  Mr.  Tidd  Pratfs  death,  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  working  of  all  kinds  of 
bodies  that  came  under  the  operation  of  the  great 
enabling  Friendly  .Society  Act  of  1855.  It  has  be- 
come customary,  nowadays,  to  minimise  the  work  of 
Royal  Commissions  ;  very  possibly  because  they  have 
been  made  rather  chea]),  as  it  were,  and  used  as 
sidings  into  which  burning  questions  may  be 
conveniently  shunted  while  the  signals  are  at 
"  danger "  to  the  powers  that  be.  Such,  at  all 
events,  was  not  the  case  with  the  Friendly  Societies 
Commission;  and  the  liln-ary  of  Blue  Books  from 
time  to  time  issued  during  the  inquiry  testify  to 
results  of  the  most  valuable  kinil.  Notice  has  been 
taken  of  the  unweai'ie<l  |)atience  and  imi)artiality  of 
the  chairman,  the  "  Sir  StalTord  "  of  Friendly  Society 
membei's  ;  his  reatliness  to  unleai'u  and  to  learn  from 
the  multitude  of  witnesses  undei-  examination  ;  and 
his  care  for  the  best  interests  of  all  classes  of 
societies,  but,  above  all,  for  those  of  the  Affiliated 
Orders.  But  we  have  not,  as  yet,  been  in  a  position 
to  estimate  the  work  done  by  Mr.  Ludlow,  first  as 
secretary  to  the  Commission,  and  then  as  Chief 
Registrar.  The  rank  and  file  of  members  have  not 
always  (in  the  vexations  attending  registration)  set 
the  true  value  on  liis  outsjjoken  defence  of  their 
right  to  manage  their  own  affairs  untrammelled  by 
irritating  State  interferem-e,  and  his  keen  apprecia- 
tion of  the  difficulties  \\hich  beset  the  path  of 
financial  reform.  And,  even  now,  it  will  be  well  to 
pay  lieed  to  the  warning — 


"  SIcasure  not  the  work 
Until  the  Jay's  out  and  the  labour  done ; 
Tlien  bring  your  gauges." 

We  must  get  to  .see  the  work  a  little  better  before 
we  venture  to  measure  its  length  and  breadth.     But 
since  the  way  in  which  that  work  has  been  regarded 
by  recent  I'arliainentary  committees  before  whom 
the  retiring   Registrar  gave  evidence,  and   the  not 
too  courteous  treatment  he  exjjerienced  at  the  hands 
of  the  members,  had  undoubtedly  a  good  deal  to  do 
with  his  retirement,  we  will  touch  on  some  of  its 
chief  asiiects.     Mr.  Ludlow  showed  scant  symjjathy 
with  the  system  of  State-Socialism  which  the  many 
admirers  in   this  country  of  Bismarck's  benevolent 
despotism  sought  to  introduce  to,  or  rather  impose 
on,  the  British  workmen.     The   keen  logic  of  his  ex- 
]josure  of  the  bad  finance  and  the  impracticability 
of  working,  the  outspokenness  of  his  ojnnions  as  to 
the  results  of  the  Blackley  National  Provident  Scheme 
to  the  nation  at  large — these  gained  for  liim  hostile 
criticism  in  high  quarters,  among  those  who  did  not 
take  it  kindly  that  the    Registrar  should  overlap  the 
yearly  boundary  of  his  reports  to  break  a  lance  with 
them   on  behalf   of   those  voluntary   mutual  thrift 
institutions  of  the  working  classes  that  so  especially 
appealed     to    his   sympathies.     The    Parliamentary 
Committee  on  National  Provident   Insurance,  after 
treating   Mr.    Ludlow   with    rather   scant   courtesy, 
sought  to  impose  upon  him  certain  duties  which  he 
believed    to    be    inconsistent    with    his    office,   and 
apparently    hinted    that    more    might    have    been 
expected  from  him  and  his  stafT  in  the  past.     Mr. 
Ludlow,     in     meeting    these     charges,    applied     to 
the    First   Lord    of   the    Treasury   for   a   searching 
inquiry  into  the  work  of  his  office.     As  a  consequence, 
a   Treasury    Committee    was   formed,    and     recom- 
mended  an   increase    in    the   existing    staff   (which 
consisted    of    the    Chief    Registrar,    the    Assistant 
Registrar,  the  Chief  Clerk,  two  first-class  clerks,  and 
five  or  six  clerks,  besides  writers),  by  the  addition  of 
"  a  law  clerk,  one  or  two  division  clerks,  and  one  or 
moreboy  clerks  to  replace  men  copyists  where  possible; 
the   office    hours   being    extended    to   seven."     It   is 
hardly  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  Chief  Registrar, 
in  view  of  these  small  mercies,  the  better  consulted 
his  reputation  and   the  dignity  of   his  office   by  a 
voluntary  retirement,  declining  any  longer  to  struggle 
through   the   work  of   a   Government   office    uiuler- 
manned  and  starved  by  the  Treasury.    Let  us  roughly 
estimate  the  amount  of  the  work,  and  set  it  against 
the  yearly  sum  allowed  by  the  Treasury  for  carrying 
it   out.     First,   the   work   itself:    The   office   has   to 
receive,   overhaul,    return   for    correction,    tabulate, 
publish,  and  report  on  the  annual  reports  and  valua- 
tions, advise  and    listen   to  the    conqjlaints  of    the 
members,  register  the  rules  of,  and  exhort,  reward, 
and  enforce  the  law  over  : — 

Xo.  of  \\'orth  of 

Members.  Funds. 

Frioudly  and  liurial  Societies    ...       25,000       7,000,000  £22,863,000 

Co-operative           1,194           792,000  11,208,000 

Biiildiiii,' 2, ,544          570,000  50.778,000 

Trade  Anions        254           :i46,000  (388,000 

Loan  Societies      334             39,000  273,000 

Kaihvay  Savings  Banlcs 7            13,000  893,000 


29,333       8,760.000       86,703,000 

And  the  stipervision  and  maintenance  of  this  first 
line  of  national  defence,  effecting,  as  it  does,  a  saving 
to  the  poor  rates  of  some  three  millions  annually, 
has  to  be  carried  on  at  a  cost  to  the  national 
exchequer  of  £8,087  per  annum  ! 

We  have  only  space  to  add  that  Mr.  Ludlow 
carries  with  him  into  his  well-earned  repose  the  good 
wishes  of  the  man\-  millions  of  his  fellow-countrymen 
for  whose  bi>nefit  he  has  so  long,  and  often  so  thank- 
lessly, laboured :  that  these  recognise  his  sympathetic 
insight  into  the  "ways  and  means"  of  their  thrift- 
practice  ;  his  zeal  according  to  judgment  for  sound 
financial  reforms ;  above  all,  his  readiness  to  assist 
and  strength(?n  the  vast  combinations  of  the  British 
workmen  for  their  mutual  providence  and  protection, 
which  his  great  predecessor  did  so  much  to  thwart 
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and  discouraKt'-  The  Queen  recognised  the  work 
and  worth  of  Mr.  Ludlow  in  coniniemoration  of  Her 
Jubilee.  AVould  not  a  K.C'.B.  be  a  fitting  stan>|)  of 
ai)i)roval  to  the  close  of  his  public  labours?  We 
venture  to  think  it  would. 


T 


riOxMBURG,  18i)l. 

IK  UK  is  no  neeil  to  describe  life  as  it  is  led  at 
lloiuburg  from  the  ordinary  "  kur-guests' "  point 
of  view.  That  you  ought  to  rise  at  lialf-i)ast  six,  but  do 
as  a  matter  of  fact  rise  at  half-past  seven  ;  that 
when  you  have  risen  you  stroll  about  and  around 
the  Elisabeth  Spring  in  company  with  the  woman  of 
highest  social  position,  irrespective  of  ago  or  looks, 
who  is  willing  to  be  seen  in  your  company  ;  that 
at  nine  you  retiu-n  for  what  your  doctor  tells  you 
should  be  a  light  breakfast,  Init  is  in  fact  a  very 
hea\  y  one:  that  after  breakfast  you  sit  in  your  hotel 
garden  reading  the  l^omlou  i)api'r,  and  glaring  at  the 
man  over  the  way  who  is  reailing  (lie  i)ai)er  of  o])])osite 
]iolities,  until  your  mineral  bath  is  ready;  that  you 
lunch  and  dine  with  your  friends  by  their  invita- 
tion and  at  your  own  exjiense  :  that  you  have  a 
choice  of  amusements,  such  as  music,  tennis,  and 
picnics  to  toil  away  the  afternoon ;  that,  if  you 
are  an>"body  who  is  somebody,  j'ou  scorn 
the  table  iVliote,  and  dine  in  a  modification  of  your 
evening  clothes  with  your  hat  on  in  the  open  air.  the 
vulgar  tabic  (Vliotc  herd  watching  you  the  while  ; 
that  you  repair  to  the  Kuiliaus  after  dinner  to 
parade  the  ten-ace.  still  in  the  company  of  the  best- 
bred  old  lady  you  can  attach  yourself  to  ;  that  you 
dance  a  waltz  or  two  inside  with  the  prettiest  jiartner 
whom  you  can  find,  irrespective  of  rank  or  breeding  ; 
that  you  wind  up  the  evening  at  Bralie's,  the  con- 
fectioner's, exchanging  stories,  which  narrators  and 
listeners  suspect  to  be  false,  as  to  the  scanilals  of  the 
day — to  the  general  reader  all  this  is  known,  and 
more  also  ;  and  it  is  needless  here  to  enlarge  upon  it. 
But  Homburg  has  an  inner  and  esoteric  life  which 
may  be  worth  examining  in  its  chief  aspects. 

There  is  a  trite  objection  to  Homburg  that  it  is 
no  use  going  abroad  just  to  see  the  same  people 
whom  yon  have  been  meeting  every  day  in  London 
during  the  season.  The  main  answer  to  this  objec- 
tion is  that  if  any  man  affirms  that  he  is  in  the  daily 
habit  of  rubbing  shoulders  with  the  Prince,  the 
Duke  of  Cambridge,  Lord  Esher,  George  Lewis,  .Sir 
Charles  Russell.  Lord  Hartington,  Edmund  Yates, 
3Ir.  Smalley,  Captain  iShaw,  Lord  Cork,  Sir  Henry 
Drummond  Wolfi",  Loi-d  Spencer.  Dr.  William  Smith, 
Lord  .lustice  Boweu,  the  Dukes  of  Abercorn  an<l 
Buccleuch.  Colonel  North  and  Mr.  Gillett,  besides  a 
host  of  ladies  of  corresponding  distinction,  he  lies. 
He  may  be  in  the  habit  of  associating  with  any  two 
or  three  of  them,  but  certainly  not  with  all.  The 
Prince  himself  is  probably  the  only  man  in  Homburg 
who  can  truly  say  that  all  sections  of  its  society  are 
familiar  to  him.  Then,  again,  surely  it  is  easier  for  a 
shymantoojien  a  casual  conversation  with  anyone  of 
these  mentioned  than  with  the  average  Cook's  tourist, 
or  the  tyi)ical  American,  with  the  latter  of  whom  you 
may  fruitlessly  open  up  a  hundred  topics  before 
you  find  that  elevated  street  railways  or  pork- 
IJacking  constitutes  the  one  subject  on  which  he  has 
anything  valuable  to  say.  Ihmiburg  society  during 
August  is  a  microcosm  of  English  life  with  nearly  all 
the  bores  and  eyesores  omitted.  It  is  eminently 
interesting,  and  its  charm  is  evidenced  by  the  fact 
that  unless  a  man  or  woman  has  been  aetuallj-  given 
a  hint  by  Homburg  society  to  stay  away,  he  or  she 
usually  returns  either  annually  or  at  intervals  until 
death  or  marriage.  Homburg  detaches /i«6(7»(.y  from 
every  bath  in  Europe.  It  seldom,  if  ever,  loses  a 
votary  owing  to  the  counter-attractions  of  another 
spring.  Ajmrt  from  the  out-iders  and  adventurers 
who  ajipear  for  a  day  or  two  and  dei)art  empty- 
handed,  there  are  five  classes  of  visitors  at  Homburg. 
There  are  first    the    Germans,    who    take  the   cure 


seriously,  ilining  earl>-,  nu))ping  lightly,  ami  oljcying 
the  doctoi-'s  orders.  Then  there  are  the  bulk  of  the 
English  of  the  ordinary  tourist  type,  who  hob-nob 
with  one  another  like  tourists  elsewhere,  and  take 
the  cure  as  seriously  as  tlie  Germans.  excejJt  that 
they  dine  at  half-jiast  six  instead  of  half-])ast  one. 
Thirdly,  there  are  the  .\mericans.  During  some  sea- 
sons these  become  fused  with  the  English  society  set ; 
but  in  ISitl  they  dwelt  in  their  own  tents,  the  Prince 
and  the  iMiglish  ignoring  them.  The  American 
women  are  large,  beautiful,  sallow,  and  over-drc>-sed. 
Tliey  use  the  vernaculai-  to  exiiress  their  thoughts 
and  wants.  The  American  njen  dress  and  talk  like 
English  dragoon  officers,  oidy  more  so.  The  American 
colony  has  its  own  anuisements  in  the  form  of  two 
coaches,  whicii  they  jiraclically  monoi)olise  for  daily 
l)icnics — these  daily  flights  from  the  sacred  precincts 
of  Homburg  serving  to  conceal  from  themselves  and 
the  world  the  steady  neglect  w  ith  which  the  English 
society  treats  them.  Fourthly,  there  is  a  whole 
society  made  u])  of  the  valets  and  ladies'-maids  of 
the  English  visitors.  This  society  enjoys  itself  the 
most  intensely,  because  its  members  are  not  subject 
to  the  somewhat  de])ressing  influence  of  the  mineral 
waters.  It  has  its  own  i)icnii-s,  dances,  diiniers, 
cricket  matches,  and  teiuiis.  Public  ojjinion  is  less 
rigid  here,  and  the  hunum  affections  have  a  freer 
l)lay,  being  spread  moi'e  widely  over  a  larger  number 
of  objects. 

Lastly,  there  is  the  English  society  set,  about  500  in 
number,  which  is  imder  I  lie  double  government  of  the 
Prince  of  AValcs  and  a  body  of  ladies,  locally  known 
as  the  Luiuisition.  These  rejiresent  the  secidar  and 
sjiiritual  power,  and  their  judgments  are  often  at 
variance.  The  ideal  position  for  a  mendjer  of 
Homburg  society  is  to  be  in  the  good  graces  of  both  ; 
but,  if  this  is  impossible,  it  is  better  to  be  in  the 
black  books  of  the  Prince  thauof  tlu;  ruling  ladies.  If  a 
woman  is  condemned  by  the  Incpiisition,  the  counten- 
ance of  the  Prince  will  not  suffice  to  restore  her  to  the 
first  rank  of  Homlnug  society.  At  most  it  keejis  her 
just  afloat,  and  obviates  the  necessity  of  her  cjuitting 
the  ))lace  altogether.  During  1S!)1  a  well-known  and 
well-laughed-at  member  of  London  society  has  been 
able  to  put  in  a  tolerably  festive  three  weeks, 
notwithstanding  his  absolute  condemnation  by  the 
Prince,  simply  because  he  stood  fairly  well  with  the 
Inquisition.  The  Iu(|uisition  consists  of  different 
indiviiluals  in  different  seasons,  and  is  a  self-elected 
body.  It  generally  chooses  itself,  on  the  princiiile  that 
ex-poachers  are  considered  to  make  the  best  game- 
keejiers.  Whether  the  Iiuiuisition  had  a  hartl  task 
in  originally  purifying  the  morals  of  Homburg  it 
is  needless  to  discuss.  Suf!ice  it  to  say,  that  so 
thoroughly  has  it  done  its  work,  that  nothing  more 
remains  for  it  to  in(iuire  into  but  such  trivial 
heresies  as  alleged  cases  of  a  lady  painting  her 
cheeks,  or  giving  a  bachelor  a  drive  when  she  ought 
still  to  have  been  sighing  over  the  departure  of 
her  husband  for  England,  or  of  two  damsels 
of  high  degree  condescending  to  i^lay  tennis 
with  mere  Queen's  Counsel  and  Engineer  officers. 
Of  course,  these  remarks  oidy  ai)i)ly  to  alleged  offences 
at  Homburg  itself.  If  a  lady  appears  on  the  scene  who 
is  suj^iioseci  by  her  apjiea ranee  or  name  to  have  had  "a 
l)ast,"tlie  Iiuiuisition  sends  forth  its  outdoor  ofiicers — 
chiefly  youths  from  the  Bachelors'  Club  to  make  u)) 
her  record  and  drive  her  back  to  Frankfort  if  material 
enough  can  be  collected.  The  IiKiuisition  iierformsa 
useful  service  in  maintaining  the  old  Homburg  rule 
which  discourages  •■entertaining."  and  repressing 
the  asjiirations  of  newly-enriched  ladies  who  wish  to 
force  the  passes  of  society  by  lavish  hospitality. 
That  each  guest  at  a  "  Homburg  dinner"  pays  his  or 
her  own  shot  is  still  the  wholesome  rule,  which  puts 
great  and  small  on  an  eiiiiality,  and  leaves  each  man 
and  woman  t"  find  his  or  her  level  according  to  their 
powers  of  jileasing. 

As  the  Prince  of  Wales  has  been  mentioned,  it 
mav  be  as  well  to  say  that  nothing  could  be  more 
blameless  and  dignified  than  his  bearing  and  conduct 
ihuiug  1S91.     Frank  and  outspoken  in   talk,  with  a 
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ringing  laugh,  and  a  roll  in  his  walk  like  the  great 
King  Harry,  whom  lie  more  than  ever  resembles,  he 
seemed  to  give  the  lie  at  every  instant  to  the  rumours 
of  his  embarrassments  and  tiuilaise.  For  fourteen 
hours  a  day  for  twenty  daj's  last  i)ast  he  has  lived 
in  the  sight  of  hundreds  of  his  subjects,  offending  no 
one,  making  no  favourites,  equally  genial  and  at 
home  with  all  the  diverse  crowd  whom  he  could 
recognise  as  his  acMiuaintance,  old  or  new.  He  has 
desired  no  extraneous  means  of  amusement  to  be 
provided  for  him,  living  on  the  same  victuals  and 
sharing  the  same  rather  hum-drum  amusements  as 
the  crowd — seeming  best  ])leased  when  jiatting  his 
faithful  8i)it/.  dog,  now  old,  lame,  and  jiartly  blind, 
or  talking  to  a  little  child,  or  iierhajis  [iromenading 
with  a  strapping  "  lawn-teunis  girl"  of  the  English 
middle-class. 

As  after  reading  the  foregoing,our  readers  will  pro- 
bably repair  en  Diasse  to  Homburg  next  summer,  we 
may  wai-n  them  that  it  is  far  the  best  plan  to  go  into 
lodgings,  which  are  now  generally  unobjectionable 
from  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  where  you  get  more 
accommodation  for  your  money,  and  where  you  are 
free  to  i-oam  from  hotel  to  hotel  for  your  meals.  The 
three  hotels  most  in  favour  with  the  English  for 
"  Homburg  dinuei-s  "  and  luncheons  are  Hitter's  Park 
Hotel,  the  Russie,  and  the  Victoria.  Each  has  a 
splendid  open  verandah  looking  on  to  a  garden.  But 
the  Victoria  makes  a  speciality  of  its  garden  dinners, 
where  the  guests  have  nothing  between  them  and 
heaven  but  the  foliage  of  its  old  trees.  The  garden 
of  the  Victoria,  with  its  lamp-lit  tables,  each  sur- 
rounded by  a  well-looking  and  well-dressed  party, 
whilst  waiters  flit  hither  and  thither  under  the 
command  of  the  incomparable  "Fritz,"  is,  perhaps, 
the  prettiest  sight  of  a  Homburg  evening.  Hitter's 
Park  Hotel  has  owed  its  chief  vogue  to  the  fact 
that  the  Prince  huiches  there  with  about  seven 
friends  every  day,  and  all  the  Americans  crowd  there 
to  see  him.  At  the  luncheon  hour,  Rittei-'s  is  thus  a 
delightful  sight,  if  you  don't  hajipen  to  be  hungry 
and  want  to  be  promptly  served.  In  past  years  the 
Prince  was,  pei-hai)s,  most  often  entertained  at  dinner 
by  his  wealthy  friends,  such  as  Mr.  Sassoon  and  Sir 
John  Thompson  Mackenzie,  at  the  Victoria ;  but  this 
year  he  has  eschewed  hospitality,  and  either  enter- 
tained a  few  friends  or  organised  a  "Homburg  dinner" 
at  the  Kursaal,  which  is  said  to  have  the  best  cookery 
in  Homburg,  but  is  not  an  eligible  dining-place  for 
non-royal  persons,  as  there  is  too  great  a  crowd  and 
the  delays  are  maddening.  Up  to  the  time  of  going 
to  press,  the  fourteen  hundred  and  eighty-five  ascer- 
tained flirtations  which  have  taken  place  in  Homburg 
in  181)1  have  resulted  in  two  engagements.  One 
young  lady  has  proffered  her  affections  unsolicited 
to  a  widowed  nobleman  of  i)atriarchal  years,  and  the 
"  Polizei  "  have  expelled  an  unlucky  beauty  from  the 
town  because  it  was  not  satisfied  as  to  her  relations 
with  a  nobleman's  son.  What  between  the  Prince, 
the  Inquisition,  and  the  Polizei,  it  will  be  readily 
understood  that  Homburg  is,  during  the  summer, 
about  the  purest  town  on  earth.  Even  the  soldiers 
are  men  of  respectable  private  character. 


IN     A     SCOTCH     SHOOTING-BOX. 

II. — SuND.w   Morning. 

Glen  Murchy,  N.B. 

TN  my  last  letter  I  mentioned  that  the  church  is 
only  a  hundred  yards  from  the  inn.  It  is  a 
"  Free  "  church.  There  is  an  "  Established  "  church 
four  miles  away,  at  thi-  head  of  the  glen,  but  thither 
go  very  few,  and  I  notice  that  Lauchlan,  the  Keeper, 
points  it  out  to  the  cm-ious  with  his  foot. 

It  is  on  a  Sunday  morning  that  we  see  best  what 
manner  of  people  we  are  living  among;  and  then, 
too,  do  they  take  stock  of  us.  For  instance,  Kew  had 
a  pint  of  champagne  before  starting  for  the  Estab- 
lished church  last  Sunday,  and  they  detected  him  as 


they  jiassed  the  window.  He  has  fallen  in  conse- 
quence in  ])ublic  estimation  :  for  though  a  "  nip  "  of 
whisky  may  be  drunk  securely  on  Sunday  (while  the 
farmer's  horse  is  being  harnessed),  chami)agne  is  a 
gay  drink,  perhaps  because  the  cork  comes  cjut  with 
a  pop.  1  went  to  the  Free  church,  three  of  the  ladies 
with  me,  antl  at  the  door  an  incident  occurred  which 
may  be  called  cliaracteristic.  My  companions  were 
Mrs.  Slateley,  Mrs.  O'Byrne,  and  Miss  .Jennings:  and 
as  we  were  about  to  enter,  Lauchlan,  who  is  an  elder, 
addressed  us  in  these  words — 

"  There  is  no  longer  a  plate  at  the  door,  mem." 

Only  Mrs.  Slateley,  who  has  been  here  before, 
understood  him  sutficiently  to  answer — 

"  No  plate,  Lauchlan  ?  Then  is  there  no  collection 
to-day  y  " 

"  There  will  be  a  collection,  mem,"  replied  Lauch- 
lan, solemnly,  "but  it  will  be  by  ladle.  We  have 
now  a  ladle,  mem." 

This  was  Gaelic  to  me,  but  it  liad  a  meaning  for 
Mrs.  Slateley,  who  drew  back  from  the  church,  and 
whispered  to  the  other  ladies.  "  I  have  forgotten  my 
handkerchief,  Mr.  Anon,"  she  said  to  me,  and  without 
more  words  she  returned  to  the  inn,  Mrs.  O'Byrne 
and  Miss  Jennings  with  her.  I  put  my  back  to  a 
tombstone  and  waited  for  them. 

"  It  will  not  be  for  her  handkerchief  that  madam 
will  have  gone  back,"  Lauchlan  said  to  me,  calmly. 
"  No,  it  will  not  be  for  that." 

"  Then  what  will  it  be  for,  Lauchlan?"  I  asked. 

"  It  will  just  be  for  her  bit  ])iu-se,"  he  said. 

Then  Lauchlan  explained.  Until  this  year  there 
had  been  a  plate  at  the  door  of  the  Free  church,  into 
which  the  congregation  put  their  mites  in  j)assing. 
What  each  "gave"  was  not  seen,  and  as  a  conse- 
quence (according  to  Lauchlan)  some  gave  copper 
who  could  have  given  silver.  The  "  shooters'  "  ladies 
were  noted  for  their  niggai-dliness  in  this  respect,  for 
"  ladies  will  be  more  careful  of  their  sixpences  than 
gentlemen."  So  the  plate  has  been  done  away  with, 
and  a  "  ladle  "  is  passed  i-ound,  into  which  everybody 
can  see  what  you  give.  "And  I  thought  it  better  to 
tell  the  madam,"  said  Lauchlan,  "  in  case  she  will  just 
have  brought  a  penny  up  her  glove." 

"  Was  the  idea  of  the  ladle  yours,  Lauchlan  ?  "  I 
inquired. 

"  I  did  not  favour  it  at  first,"  he  answered,  "  for 
it  is  an  innovation.  It  was  the  minister's  idea,  and 
he  will  have  been  put  up  to  it  by  his  wife,  so  they 
say.     She  will  be  a  thrifty  woman." 

"  The  minister,"  it  appears,  gets  the  contents  of 
the  ladle. 

We  had  set  off  for  the  chiu-ch  at  the  first  tinkle 
of  the  bell  in  order  to  get  a  back  seat.  It  is  a  very 
small  church,  with  only  two  back  seats,  and  they 
were  taken  possession  of  by  other  "  shooters  "  long 
before  the  ladies  reappeared.  Bournan's  party  from 
Dunglen  came  in  great  splendour,  also  Sir  Henry  from 
Moor  of  Si)inch,  with  quite  a  retinue ;  also  nearly  a 
dozen  tourists,  housed  in  the  inn  or  in  the  neighbour- 
ing farms. 

"  And  every  one  of  them,"  said  Lauchlan,  in  a  tone 
of  gentle  complaint,  "  wants  to  be  put  into  the  back 
seats.  Not  only  that,  but  they  will  all  want  the 
corner  seats." 

i\Irs.  Slateley  and  the  others  returned  "  with  the 
handkerchief,"  and  we  got  seats  in  a  pew  in  the 
middle  of  the  church,  from  which,  being  long-armed, 
I  could  have  shaken  hands  with  half  of  the  congrega- 
tion. Propriety  forbade  my  looking  about  me,  but  I 
defied  propriety.  First  1  looked  for  tlie  shepherds' 
dogs,  of  which  I  had  read  so  much.  Do  we  not  all 
know  in  the  south  that  his  dogs  accompany  the 
she])herd  to  church,  and  set  an  examjjlo  of  piety  even 
to  their  master  ?  Nevertheless  there  was  not  a  dog 
in  the  Free  church  of  Glen  Murchy  last  Sunday,  and 
when  I  questioned  Lauchlan  on  the  subject  after- 
wards (I  felt  that  I  had  been  defrauded),  he  asked  in 
wonderment,  "  What  for  would  the  shepherds  bring 
their  dogs  to  the  jilace  of  worship?"  I  daresay  he 
now  thinks  that  this  is  an  English  practice. 

Nor  must  you  picture  the  church  resplendent  with 
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HiRhland  costuinos.  Of  tlio  Imlf-do/.en  kilts  I  saw, 
all  were  worn  by  jjorsons  wlio  hud  no  right  to  them 
— that  is  to  say,  by  visitors.  So  fur  as  I  can  see,  the 
national  costume  of  tlio  IliKldandcr  is  now  similar  to 
that  worn  in  Uegcnt  Street,  tiiouKli  not  so  eleKiintiy 
cut.  It  is  the  Sassenacii  who  wears  tlu^  kilt,  and  iiim 
you  may  detect  l)y  glancin;^  at  ills  knees.  Laiiciilan 
tells  me  that  he  and  his  friends  all  own  kilts,  lint  oidy 
wear  them  on  occasion  "  to  jileasc  tlie  Kiif^iish  ladies," 
or  at  the  "  Katherinj^,"  a  p:reat  athletic  coniiiel  ition, 
for  which  there  is  already  jiractico  goiiif?  on  in  the 
barn.  Yon  ^vill  be  asking  how  the  women  of  tht;  glen 
dress  on  Sundays.  Well,  not  in  a  fashion  tinit  woidd 
have  pleased  I'Mora  Macdonald.  I  am  not  exaggerating 
when  I  say  that,  looking  i-onnd  the  churcli,  it  is 
diflicnlt  to  distinguish  Lauchlan's  sisters  and  cousins 
and  daughters  frt)ni  the  "  shooters'  "  ladies.  I  know 
nothing  technically  of  ladies'  dress,  but  I  can  see  tliat 
the  lady  whom  I  know  to  be  the  precentor's  mother 
wears  a  cloak  very  like  Mrs.  Slateley's.  atid  that  the 
post's  sweetheart  is  in  a  "' blouse  "  which  cannot  be 
distinguished  (l)y  me)  from  that  worn  by  Miss 
Jennings.  Mrs.  Slateley  has  since  told  me  that  at 
Boat  of  Faggo,  the  nearest  village,  there  is  a  di'ess- 
maker  who  goes  to  London  yearly  to  study  the  new 
fashions. 

1  have  no  intention  of  ejiitomising  the  sermon  for 
you  (however  much  you  wish  it),  but  liero  is  a  con- 
versation that  took  ))lace  between  Mrs.  .Slateley  and 
Lauchlan  after  we  had  left  the  church — 

"  I  never  saw  so  much  silver  given  in  the  church 
before,"  said  Mrs.  Slateley. 

"  No,  mem,"  said  Lauchlan,  who  is  only  her  servant 
on  week-days,  "  but  1  will  be  thinking  that  some  who 
gave  silver  will  only  get  credit  for  pennies." 


COUNTY    CRICKET    IX    1891. 

THE  match  between  Kent  and  Surrey  closes  the 
record  of  first-class  cricket  for  1891,  and  places 
Surrey  indisjjutably  at  the  head  of  all  her  rivals 
with  a  balance  of  ten  points  to  the  good,  Lancashire 
coming  next  with  four.  In  all,  Surrey  has  i)layed 
twenty-six  matches,  won  nineteen,  and  lost  only 
four.  If  we  confine  our  view  to  county  cricket,  she  has 
only  to  account  for  two  defeats — at  the  hands  of 
Somersetshire  and  Middlesex,  the  latter  being  clearly 
due  to  misfortune  on  the  ]ioint  of  weather.  Her 
superiorityai)pears  in  nearlyall  the  received  methods 
of  testing  the  results  of  county  jierformances.  Her 
leading  batsman,  Robert  Abel,  has  an  average  of 
43"13,  beating  Gunn  by  a  fraction,  and  heading 
Shrewsbury,  who  was  never  able  to  make  uj)  for  his 
failure  in  the  early  jjart  of  the  year,  by  two  runs. 
Her  greatest  bowler,  Lohmann,  just  misses  the  head- 
ship of  the  averages,  young  Hearne  having  topped 
him  on  a  record  of  l()-:5!l  runs  per  wicket  as 
against  Lohmann's  10'S7.  The  Surrey  bowler, 
however,  has  the  solid  jire-eminence  of  scoring 
132  wickets  against  Hearne's  IIS;  while  in  all  the 
matches  in  which  he  has  ])layed,  his  tale  of  wickets 
has — counting  his  wonderfid  record  in  the  North 
V.  South  match  at  Scarborough  —  reached  1<SS, 
and  if  the  season  were  to  last  another  week 
it  would  doubtless  go  np  to  200.  For  occasional 
brilliancy,  the  young  Middlesex  professional  may 
beat  him  now  and  then ;  but  for  artfulness  and 
resource,  Lohmann  is  by  far  the  ablest  bowler  which 
the  last  decade  has  jn-oduced,  and  the  slight  rise  in  his 
average  of  runs  per  wicket  is  simjily  due  to  tlm  fact 
that  he  steadily  adheres  to  the  correct  and  courageoiis 
policy  of  never  bowling  merely  for  the  sake  of 
keeping  down  runs.  He  has  now  developed  into  a 
slow  bowler  with  a  very  high  and  rather  awkward 
actif)n,  and  to  hit  him  freely  is  always  the  riskiest  of 
experiments.  His  young  colleague,  Sharpe,  fell  olT 
towards  the  end  of  the  season,  but  his  place  was 
immediately  taken  by  Lockwood,  whose  great  pace 
and  power  of  breaking  back  make  him  in  his  most 
destructive    mood    the   very   deadliest   trundlcr   in 


England.  l-Ixcept  .\bel,  Ixjlimann,  anil  I/)ckwof>d, 
however,  .Surrey  has  had  nothing  to  Ijoast  of  in  the 
way  of  exceptional  superiority  in  her  |ilay.  She  has 
won  her  matches  by  her  great  eiiei-gy,  by  her  magni- 
ficent fielding. and  by  her  resei-vi-  of  excelK;nt  liatsmen, 
any  (»ne  of  whom,  except  Shar|)e,  may  be  trusted  Ut 
come  off  on  occasion.  On  the  oilier  hand,  she  lias  no 
two  performers  wliocan  rival  (junn  and  Shrewsbury, 
or  .Messrs.  O'Hrieii  and  Stoddart,  for  a  disjilay  of 
scientific  batting.  Slinnvsbiiry  will  nevermore  Ije 
an  interesting  sjioctachs  at  the  wickets,  but  (iiirin  in 
as  ))ictoi'ial  as  ever,  and  .Messrs.  (j']h-ien  and  Stoddart 
rank  umiuestionably  as  the  two  tlnest  amateur  bats- 
men of  their  day. 

The  moral  of  .Surrey's  pre-eminence  Ih  the 
obvious  one  that  in  a  wet  season,  like  that  for  which 
we  are  mourning  today,  the  jialm  will  go  to  the 
eleven  which  jiossesses  the  best  reserve  of  bowling. 
Lancashirt^'s  seconil  jilace  is  due  (luiti;  as  much  to  Mold 
and  Hi'iggs  as  to  the  singular  power  of  such  batH- 
men  as  Sugg,  Ward,  and  .Mcl/Uien.  Middlesctx  owes 
her  renaissance  largely  to  Hearne,  Riiwlin.  and 
Nejiean.  Sussex  possesses  in  Mean  the  fastest  run- 
gett(!r  in  all  l']nglaiid,and  in  Marlowand  .Messrs.  Hrann 
and  N'ewham,  three  finished  and  thoroughly  interest- 
ing batsmen,  but  she  suffers  from  the  fact  that  she 
possesses  no  bowler  of  first-rate  (luality.  To  wear 
the  moral  till  it  is  threadbare,  let  us  remark  that 
Notts  would  hardly  have  fallen  from  her  j)laco  of 
jirido  if  Attewell  had  joined  a  little  more  "devil" 
to  his  correctness  and  charm  of  style,  and  if  he 
had  been  backed  by  more  reliable  colleagues  than 
Shacklock,  Barnes,  and  Mowers,  all  of  whom  have 
in  their  later  cricketing  days  liecome  too  erratic 
and  exjiensive.  Kent  boasts  a  very  line  and  steady 
bowler  in  Martin  :  but  her  jierformances  with  the 
bat  completely  outshine  every  other  feature  of  her 
lilay.  (doucestershire  has  stirred  only  the  momorie.s 
of  a  glorious  jiast — Dr.  Grace  confessing  to  an 
average  of  just  over  twenty  runs  in  an  innings;  and 
the  great  Western  county  must  base  her  hope  of 
recovering  her  place  in  first-class  cricket  mainly 
on  the  advent  of  Mr.  Ferris,  and  perhaps,  too,  on 
an  apocalyptic  vision  of  the  greatness  of  "  W.  G." 
Yorkshire  offers  another,  and  one  hopes  a  tem- 
l)orary,  study  in  decadenci? ;  while  Somerset,  which 
has  three  relialjle  bowlers,  two  brilliant  young 
University  batsmen,  a  left-handed  jilayer  of  great 
jiower,  and  one  of  tl^e  best  all-round  executants  in 
England,  is  in  the  first  Hush  of  a  remarkably 
brilliant  youth. 

Tlie  general  moral  of  the  season  is  that  the 
absence  of  the  Australians  has  on  the  whole  con- 
duced to  the  greater  excellence  of  English  cricket 
at  the  point  of  its  characteristic  weakness.  More 
county  matches  have  been  iilayed,  and  our  amateurs 
and  jirofessionals  have  learned  the  inunenseadvantage 
of  constant  play  together.  The  result  has  been 
that  English  fielding  has  vastly  improved,  and  that 
it  is  to-day  far  nearer  to  the  level  of  Australian 
smartness.  A  year  or  two  ago  it  would  have  been 
dillicult  to  name  an  Englishman  who  stood  in  the 
same  lank  ms  Mr.  (iregory.  To-day  Lohmann,  Mr. 
Shnter,  Abel,  (iuun.  and  Mr.  Stoddart  are  all  in  their 
different  s])her.>s  up  to  the  level  of  that  strangely 
dexterous  little  iierforiner.  Abel  and  Lohmann  have 
brought  out  the  most  astonishing  catches  of  the 
year.  Lohmann  is  indeed  a  treasure  in  any  jiart  of 
the  fiehl,  whether  he  is  stojiping  returns  from  his 
own  bowling,  or  showing  his  mirai-ulously  wide 
reach  in  the  slijis,  or  stojiping  a  lightning  drive  in 
the  off-field.  Another  gratifying  sign  of  recu|iera- 
tion  is  the  growth  of  the  free  as  against  the  safety 
batsman.  It  is  Surrey,  and  not  Nott-^,  which  now 
sets  the  cricketing  clock.  The  Surrey  men  are 
sloggers  by  nature  and  choice.  English  cricketing 
may  be  said  to  have  regained  all  its  picturescpieness 
which  a  year  or  two  ago  it  seemed  likely  to  lose; 
and  if  this  year's  form  is  maintained  for  another 
season,  we  shall  be  able  to  render  the  comiiletest 
jiossible  account  of  the  best  eleven  the  Australians 
can  send  us.     (ieorge    Lohmann    stands    forth    this 
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year,  as  last,  as  the  finest  combination  of  batsman, 
bowler,  and  field  the  world  has  ever  seen — a  player 
whoso  pltK-k,  ardour,  and  intelligence  adorn  his  pro- 
fession and  his  country. 


THE  METHODS  OF  THE  MAHATMA. 

"  ^T7'^*'LL^"  said  Mrs.  Besant  to  the  representative  of 
V  V  the  Pali  Mall  Gazette,  "you  can  hear  voices  by 
means  of  the  telephone,  and  receive  a  telepram  which 
is  actually  written  by  the  needle,  not  merely  indicated 
by  its  ticks.  The  Mahatmas  go  a  step  further.  With 
their  great  knowledge  of  natural  laws,  they  are  able 
to  communicate  with  us  without  using  any  apparatus 
at  all."  The  letters  which  Mrs.  Besant  received  from 
a  Mahatma  in  the  Himalayas  came,  she  allows,  "  in 
what  some  would  call  a  miraculous  fashion."  "  They 
were  not  received  by  post ;  they  were  '  precijjitated.'  " 
Her  explanation,  as  quoted  above,  is  truly  beautiful. 
Its  true  beauty  lies  in  its  jilausibility.  "  Why,"  it 
seems  to  say,  "  reject  what  I  have  told  you  ?  My 
Mahatmas  have  only  gone  a  step  further  than  you 
can  go.'  But  that  one  step  takes  us  straight  over  the 
bridge  between  the  material  and  the  immaterial. 
That  is  why  we  must  ask  Mrs.  Besant  to  pardon  us 
if  we  pause  and  reflect. 

We  might,  perhaps,  be  led  to  doubt  one  who 
argued  in  this  way :  "  You  can  live  by  eating  and 
drinking.  I  have  only  gone  a  step  further,  and  dis- 
pensed with  the  apparatus.  I  live  without  eating  or 
drinking.'  Or  in  this  way  :  "  You  combine  blue  and 
yellow  to  produce  green.  I  merely  dispense  with  the 
yellow,  and  get  an  exceedingly  vivid  green  from  the 
one  colour."  Yet  this  is,  practically,  the  method  of 
the  Mahatma.  And  if,  when  we  desired  to  test  the 
truth  of  these  statements,  we  were  told  that  a  test 
was  impossible — that  it  was  never,  never  done — that 
it  offended  the  delicacy  of  the  person  in  question,  we 
might  get  angry  or  contemptuous.  Yet  such  a 
reply  would  also  follow  the  method  of  the  Mahatma. 
"  I  send  letters  in  what  some  would  call  a  miraculous 
fashion,"  says  your  Mahatma.  "  Do  let  me  see," 
pleads  the  scientist.  "  Don't  be  so  disgustingly 
indelicate,"  says  your  Mahatma,  shrinking  back 
again  into  his  remote  Thibetan  shell.  "  The 
Mahatmas,"  says  the  Besantiue  authority  which  we 
have  already  quoted,  "  only  communicate  with 
pupils  who  will  not  unwisely  divulge  anything." 
"  We've  got  a  tommarter  in  our  back-garden,"  says 
one  small  boy,  proudly.  "  Show  us  it,"  says  a  young 
and  sceptical  couiimnion.  '•  I  ain't  allowed  to  show  it 
to  no  one,  'cos  it  don't  do  tommarters  no  good  to  be 
stared  at."  One  cannot  wonder  at  the  retort : 
"  Gar'n  !  yer  ain't  got  no  tonunarter."  It  was  almost 
to  be  expected  that  the  Mahatma  should  be  told — 
as,  indeed,  he  has  been  told  this  week — that  he 
"  ain't  got  no  tommarter."  Besides,  we  have  heard 
that  a  certain  member  of  the  Psychical  Society  did 
once  look  over  the  wall  of  the  Mahatmas  back- 
garden,  and  still  doubted.  He  had  reason  to  believe 
that  the  phenomena — the  miraculous  phenomena  - 
were  arranged  and  cooked — Maskelyne-and-Cooked, 
perhaps  we  might  say.  No  one  accuses  Mrs.  Besant 
of  deceiving,  but  there  is  still  reason  to  believe  that 
she  may  be  deceived. 

There  is  another  point  in  the  method  of  the 
Mahatma  which  calls  for  serious  consideration. 
Every  time  Mrs.  Besant  receives  a  letter  from  India, 
precipitated,  not  posted,  is  she  not  -  unconsciously, 
of  coiu'se — defrauding  our  Post  Oflice  of  iivcpcnce, 
less  the  cost  of  transmission  V  If  the  Mahatma  wants 
to  conduct  his  corresjoondence  in  this  way  he  must 
procure  a  special  Act  of  I'arliamcnt.  If  his  method 
became  general  the  loss  to  the  revenue  Mould  be 
enormous.  It  would  never  do  to  have  Mary  Ann  in 
Bloomsbury  running  out  to  the  nearest  Mahatma  to 
get  her  love-letters  precipitated  to  her  cousin  at 
Clapham.  The  Mahatma  need  not  use  the  Post 
Office  unless  he  likes ;  but  it  is  possible  for  him  to  be 
too  precipitate.     We  know  that  the  method  of  the 


Mahatma  is  dark  even  as  the  method  of  the  Heathen 
Chinee — we  fear  that  it  is  deceitful ;  we  feel  sure  that 
the  Mahatma  lias  only  to  extend  his  interference 
witli  the  Post  Oflice  to  get  himself  suppressed  by 
the  English  (iovernment,  suppressed  in  a  fashion 
which  may  aiJjiear  to  him  miraculous.  But  the 
English  Government  will  first  of  all  require  to  be 
sure  that  he  really  has  interfered. 

The  Mahatma  question,  like  the  Drink  question 
or  the  Marriage  question,  flourishes  most  in  the  dull 
season. 


THE    WEEK. 

Some  articles  by  M.  Jules  Huret  which  appeared 
in  the  Evho  de  Paris  have  been  republished  in  a 
volume  under  the  title  of  "  L'Enquetesur  Involution 
Littei-aire"  (Charpentier).  It  is  a  book  written 
first  of  all  to  amuse  its  readers,  and  secondly  to 
amuse  its  author.  In  spite  of  its  grandiloquent 
title  it  consists  of  interviews — sixty-four  interviews 
— in  which  Parisian  belletrists  are  examined  on  their 
opinions  of  each  other.  M.  Huret  would  have  liked 
to  call  his  book  "  Vanity  Fair,"  but  that  title  has 
been  "  derobe  d'avance  par  1' Anglais  Thackeray." 
His  inquiry,  the  author  explains,  does  not  put 
forward  coxcombical  theories  on  literary  history  ;  it 
reveals  to  the  student  of  humanity  the  seamy  side 
of  genius,  the  deep-seated  passions  and  the  combat- 
iveuess  of  a  great  many  of  the  literarj''  men  of  the  day. 
M.  Huret  is  quite  well  aware  of  the  questionable 
nature  of  his  work,  but  he  has  no  doubt  that 
psychologists  and  moralists  will  find  it  of  value. 


Whatever  moralists  and  psychologists  may  have 
to  say,  the  general  public  will  find  M.  HuREX's  book 
sufficiently  entertaining.  The  gravitJ^  the  preten- 
tiousness of  many  of  the  "  interviewees  "  is  exquisite. 
M.Peladax  assures  us  that  hei-oic  psychology  has  been 
restored  ;  M.  Jules  Bois  is  of  opinion  that  occultism 
is  a  deep  and  lasting  certainty,  which,  with  masculine 
violence  and  feminine  intuition,  flings  itself  headlong 
on  the  Absolute;  M.Saint-Pol-Roux-le-Magxifique, 
who  nuist  be  a  great  man  to  have  survived  his  chris- 
tening, holds  that  he  will  receive  more  attention 
when  he  has  shown  the  world  that  Truth  is  simply 
the  scattered  fragments  of  the  primal  Beauty  shivered 
to  pieces  so  long  ago;  and  of  this  at  least  he  is  certain, 
that  sooner  or  later  the  masses  Avliich  groan  to-day 
in  the  capharnaum  of  onocephalic  Convention  will 
emancipate  themselves  towards  the  evident  redemp- 
tion. Good  speed  to  them  !  M.  Gustave  Kahn  con- 
fines liimself  to  more  personal  matters.  The  follow- 
ing detached  thoughts,  about  three  of  his  friends 
apparently,  must  be  printed  separately  : — 

Mok€as  has  no  talent, 

Charles  Moiuce  has  not  a  hit  of  talent, 

Henri  de  Reonier  has  not  the  slightest  suspicion  of  talent. 

It  is  as  simple  as  the  egg  of  Columbus  ;  you  break  a 
man's  head  and  call  it  criticism. 


M.  Jean  Sigaux'  "La  Mandoline''  (Marpov  et 
Fla^lmarion)  is  a  collection  of  memories  of  travel, 
impressions  of  the  Franco-German  war,  subtle  fancies, 
and  love  stories,  uuist  charmingly  written.  In  a  letter 
to  his  publisher,  the  author  exi)lains  his  choice  of 
title.  Ho  learned  upon  imiuiry  that  a  mandoline  was 
an  instrument  formed  of  a  l)ox  bulging  beneath,  and 
a  finger-board,  the  strings  of  which  are  twanged  with 
a  quill  (plume).  -  That  let  me  out  (jcfaissaiive),"  he 
says.  "  Have  I  done  anything  else  in  effect  than 
scratch  with  a  quill  the  sentimental  chord,  the  heroic 
chord,  even  the  philosophic  chord  ?  '  He  has  done 
more  ;  the  chords  resound  sweetly,  and  vibrate  long 
in  the  memory  of  the  reader. 


Let  no  one  turn  to  Catulle  Mend£;s'  new  book, 
"  La  Femme-Enfaut  "  (Charpextier),  in  the  hope  of 
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findiiif,'  a  Fn-iu-li  I  toia.  It  is  a  study  of  a  pii'l  prosti- 
tute, ill  which  ix-alisiu  and  iiotary  are  strangely 
mixed. 

M.  Jk.vn  D.vurife.Nic'.s  "Sons  la  Croix  dii  Slid     is  a 
capital  story  (^f  adventure  in  New  Caledonia. 


To  tlic(ioli!eu  Treasury  Series M Kssn.s.  .Macmii.i.an 
k  Co.  haveaddedanother  volume  of  selections  by  ])R. 
C.  A.  l$i<iiiii;iM.  entitled  •' Halladen  und  Honianzen." 
It  is  intended  as  a  eoniiianion  vohuiie  to  the  editor's 
"  Deutselie  Lyrik."  ])K.  lUc  iiukim  has  given  what 
he  considers  the  best  ballads  of  each  jioet,  more 
especially  such  jioeins  as  are  calculated  to  illustrate 
the  characteristics  and  thejirogress  of  Gernuin  b;dlad- 
poetry  in  each  jieriod,  from  IJriu.iCH  toour  own  time. 
Those  who  are  well  ac([uaiuted  with  tlu^  poetical 
literature  of  (iermany  will  doubt  less  miss  some  of  I  heir 
favourite  jjoems,  but  they  are  rennnded  that  collec- 
tion.s  of  j)oetical  j)ieces  are  like  select  conii)anies. 
However  careful  a  host  may  have  been  to  invite  the 
most  desirable  and  most  distinguished  guests,  some 
among  the  latter  will  always  be  disai)i)oiiited  that 
such  and  such  a  one  was  not  included  among  the 
company.  There  seems  to  be  some  confusion  here 
between  guests  and  dishes,  but  the  moaning  is   good. 


A  voiA'MK  containing  "  Rosmersbolm,"  translated 
by  Charles  Archer  ;  "  The  Lady  from  the  Sea," 
translated  by  Mrs.  F.  E.  Archer  ;  and  ■'  Iledda 
Gabler."  translated  by  WnxiAii  Archer,  brings  to 
an  end  Mr.  Walter  Scott'.s  edition  of  Iusen's 
dramas.  Mr.  Wh.li.\m  Archer,  the  editor,  notes 
that  Ibsen  is  the  first  writer  of  modern  and  (so- 
called)  realistic  i)lays,  whose  works  have  been  com- 
l)letely  and  faithfully  rendered  into  English.  By 
"faithfully"  we  are  to  understand  without  ada]3ta- 
tion,  or  any  intentional  departure  from  the  text  of 
the  original.  This  is  equally  an  honour  to  the 
dramatist  and  his  translators. 


In  1890  there  appeared  in  Vienna  a  book  entitled 
"  Freiland :  ein  sociales  Zukiuiftsbild,"  by  Dr. 
THEont)R  Hertzka.  a  Viennese  economist.  Its  publi- 
cation immediately  called  forth  in  Austria  and 
Germany  a  desire  to  iiut  the  author's  views  in 
practice.  'In  manj' of  the  larger  towns  and  cities  a 
number  of  persons  belonging  to  all  classes  of  society 
organised  local  societies  for  this  purjiose,  and  these 
local  societies  have  now  been  imited  into  an  interna- 
tional Freelaud  Society.  A  suitable  tract  of  land  in 
British  East  Africa,  between  Mount  Kenia  and  the 
coast  has  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Society, 
and  it  is  exi)ected  that  the  actual  formation  of  a  Free- 
land  Colony  will  not  be  long  delayed.  Mr.  Authcr 
Ran.som  has  translated  I)R.  Hertzka's  work  under 
the  title  of  "  Frecland  "  (Chatto),  and  it  is  antici- 
pated that  the  English  edition  will  bring  a  con- 
siderable number  of  English-speaking  members  into 
the  Society. 

In  two  charming  volumes  ;Messrs.  MAC^^I.LAN  cV 
Co.  i.ssue  a  third  edition  of  ProeeS-sor  ."NIahaefy's 
"History  of  Classical  Creek  Literature."  The  lirst 
volume  contains  the  dramatic,  the  second  the  ejjic 
and  lyric,  poets.'  Proeessok  Mahaefv  has  re- 
modelled the  work,  having  availed  himself  of  many 
suggestions  and  corrections  supplied  alike  by  sym- 
pathetic critics  and  adverse  reviewers.  IMany  notes 
are  added,  indicating  materials  which  have  since 
accrued  for  the  study  of  i)artieular  authors,  and 
which  could  not  be  conveniently  embodied  in  the 
text. 


Ir  housikujpiis  are  in  earnest  in  wishing  to  benefit  the  unemployed  in  East 
London,  they  sliould  buy  Bkvast  &  JI.ws  Matclif!-,  and  reftise  tlie  foreiini  matches 
which  are  depriving  the  workers  in  East  Loudon  of  a  large  amount  in  weekly  wages. 


The  vigorous  polemic  carried  on  in  the  ))ages  of 
the  'ritiirs  between  LoHIJ  (iUI.MTHOUl'E  antl  Mk. 
Tam.ack  on  the  subject  of  ca|)ital  punishment,  has 
incidentally  had  a  certain  umcjunt  of  literary 
intei-est.  Lord  (JitiMTHORl'E  began  by  falsely 
ascribing  to  Drkens  the  well-known  ajjliorism — 
"the  wiirst  use  to  which  j'ou  can  ])ut  a  man  is 
to  hang  him."  His  opjionent  courteously  i)ointed 
out  that  it  was  Bii.wER,  not  Drkex.s,  who 
had  used  tlie  trite  phi-ase  as  tlie  tag  to  one  of  his 
novels.  Then  Loiti)  (iiti.MTiioui'E  trinm))hantly 
retorted  that  lifi.wijR  had  only  borrowed  the  sen- 
timent from  \Vh.kes,  ami  he  in  turn  had  to  submit 
to  another  critic,  who  gave  the  words  a  still  earlier 
oiigiii.  The  truth  is  that  the  sentiment  is  as  old 
as  the  movement  against  the  )>unishment  of  death. 
As  for  Lord  Cri.m  ruoRrK's  announcement  that  the 
only  living  I'^iiglish  novelist  whose  books  he  can  now 
I'cad  is  Mr.  Bicsa.ni',  it  is  highly  interesting  to  those 
\\  ho  hav(!  been  curious  to  know  how  so  clever  a  man 
as  the  ex-1'arlianieiilary  barrister  could  so  constantly 
commit  himself  by  foolish  sayings  when  he  rushed 
into  print. 


The  changes  in  the  arrangement  of  the  statuary, 
etc.,  in  the  Greek  and  Komaii  galleries  in  the  British 
Museum  will  soon  bo  com]ileted.  IJR.  MfRRAY  is  to 
be  congratulated  on  the  im|)rovements  in  progress. 
It  is  not  to  be  expecteil  that  every  portion  of  the 
treasures  in  his  charge  sliould  be  rendered  as  jierfect 
in  its  fragmentariness  as  the  Xereid  Room,  so  much 
admired  by  Sir  I-'hedkrick  Lei<;hto\  ;  but  wherever 
it  is  j)ossible  l)R.  MfRRAY  is  changing  discord  into 
liarmony.  Indeed  he  may  be  said  to  be  turning 
what  in  its  arrangement  was  left  little  better  than 
an  old  curiosity-shop  into  a  true  museum. 


Some  of  the  more  striking  changes,  such  as  the 
removal  of  the  Lycian  tombs  from  the  entrance- 
hall,  were  referred  to  in  these  columns  when  they 
were  determined  on.  The  tombs,  which  were  very 
awkwardly  ))laced  before,  are  being  erected  in  the 
Mausoleum  Room  on  either  side  of  the  staircase 
entering  from  the  Nereid  Room.  This  staircase, 
which  is  narrow  and  unimposing,  has  always  been 
an  eyesore  to  1)R.  MiRRAY.  Now,  descending  be- 
tweeii  these  two  huge  tombs,  its  confined  nature 
seems  to  be  accounted  for. 


In  the  Mausoleum  Room  itself  Dr.  MrRR.A.Y  will 
make  some  very  necessary  changes.  The  columns  at 
jiresent  in  the  centre  will  be  jilaced  in  positions  to 
balance  the  tombs ;  the  fragments  of  the  two 
colossal  horses,  which  the  uninstructed  visitor  sup- 
poses to  belong  to  one  statue,  will  be  jilaced  so  as  to 
avoid  this  false  hni)ression,  jiud  the  statue  of 
Mausolus  will  receive  a  position  in  keeping  with  its 
importance. 

M.\NY  exquisite  fragments,  statuettes,  miniature 
groups,  fountain-stems,  candelabra,  etc.,  at  present 
hidden  away  in  underground  rooms,  which  have 
been  closed  to  the  ])ublic  since  the  dynamite  scare, 
will  be  employed  to  decorate  the  entrance-hall.  The 
inscriiitions  on  the  walls  of  the  entrance-hall  are 
nearly  all  inserted.  Those  which  are  incomjilete  are 
in  many  cases  amendcti  :  and  the  more  indistinct 
inscriptions,  which  only  an  epigrai)hist  can  read,  are 
to  be  filled  in  with  red  water-colour.  Two  statues— 
that  of  the  Emperor  Hadrian,  already  erected, 
being  one — are  to  flank  the  entrance  to  the  reading- 
room,  and  opposite  them  will  be  jilaced  the  magnifi- 
cent satyr-vase  from  the  villa  of  Hadrian,  at  present 
in  the  first  (ira-co-Uoman  Room,  and  the  equestrian 
statue  of  CAI-Rii"i,.v,  which,  with  other  sculjiture  also 
to  be  remov.'d,  now  blocks  the  gangway  in  the 
Roman  gallery.  

To  the  Roman  g;dlery  has  just  been  added  a  new- 
bust  of  which  wc  believe    this    is    the    first  public 
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announcement.  Some  time  ago  a  City  gentleman 
informed  Dr.  Murray  that  ho  liad  received  from  a 
correspondent  in  Italy  a  piece  of  ancient  sculpture. 
Dr.  Murray  signified  hi.s  wish  to  see  it,  and  on  in- 
spection found  it  to  be  an  almost  i)erfect  bust  of 
Augustus.  It  came  to  England  fresh  from  the 
earth,  and  has  never  been  exhibited  before.  It  has, 
of  course,  been  placed  beside  the  other  busts  of 
Augustus,  and  a  comparison  of  the  three,  represent- 
ing the  subject  at  diffei-ent  ages,  would  make  a  most 
interesting  biographical  stiidy. 


The  Daily  Neics  of  Monday  last  announced  the 
death  of  the  most  interesting  animal  in  the  Zoo- 
logical (iardens,  the  well-known  chim|)anzee  called 
"Sally."  Poor  "  Sally,"  since  her  sojourn  amongst 
us,  had  exhibited  a  degree  of  intelligence  which 
entitled  her  to  a  high  place  in  the  animal  creation, 
and  secured  for  her  the  interest  and  sympathy  of 
thousands  of  those  who  yearly  visit  the  gardens  in 
Regent's  Park.  She  could  count  up  to  twenty,  we 
are  told,  had  learned  to  use  a  spoon  in  eating,  and 
displayed  a  knowledge  of  the  meaning  of  the  words 
addressed  to  her  by  her  keeper  which  caused  that 
functionary  to  declare  his  belief  that  she  understood 
everything  about  which  he  and  others  talked  in  her 
presence.  Tliis  we  may  regard  as  the  exaggeration 
of  affection  ;  but,  unquestionably,  "  Sally  "  was  a  i-e- 
markable  animal,  and  her  death  is  a  distinct  loss  to 
the  Zoological  Gardens. 


A    SEVEN- AND-SIXPENNY    PORTRAIT. 

ALONG  the  northern  side  of  the  town-quay,  and 
facing  the  "  Fifteen  Balls  "  Inn,  there  used  to 
extend  a  narrow  lean-to  roof,  resting  against  the 
dead-wall  of  the  harbour-master's  house,  and 
supported  in  front  by  three  granite  columns.  This 
.shelter  went  by  the  name  of  the  Fishmarket,  and 
was  wisely  pulled  down  a  few  years  back  to  make 
place  for  a  Working-Men's  Institute,  a  red  brick 
building  where  they  take  in  all  the  chief  London 
newspapers.  Nevertheless,  in  some  moods  I  have 
caught  myself  hankering  after  the  old  shelter,  where 
the  rain  came  through  the  roof,  and  the  paving 
stones  had  been  worn  into  pits  by  the  feet  of  many 
gejierations,  and  where  no  notices  were  suspended  to 
l)rohibit  smoking.  Talk  in  the  reading-room  of  the 
Institute  somehow  lacks  the  old  flavoiu- :  and  I  know 
the  Fishmarket  used  to  be  worth  visiting  on  dirty 
evenings  about  the  time  of  the  equinox,  when  all 
the  town-folk  assembled  there — men,  women,  and 
children — to  watch  the  high  tide  and  the  chances  of 
its  flooding  the  streets  about  the  quay. 

Early  on  a  September  afternoon,  aliout  two  years 
before  its  demolition,  a  small  grou])  of  watermen,  a 
woman  or  two,  and  an  irregular  fi'inge  of  small 
children  were  gathered  to  the  Fishinarki^t  around  a 
painter  and  his  easel.  The  painter  was  a  white- 
haired  little  man,  well  past  the  middle  age,  with  a 
clean-shaven  face,  a  comi)lexion  of  cream  and  roses, 
and  blue  eyes  which  beamed  an  engaging  trustful- 
ness ujjon  his  fellow  creatm-es,  of  whom  he  was 
ready  to  paint  any  number  at  seven-and-six  a  head. 
As  this  method  of  earning  his  living  did  not  allow 
him  to  sojourn  long  in  any  one  place — which  indeed 
was  far  from  being  his  desire — a  great  i)art  of  his 
time  was  spent  upon  the  cheaper  seats  of  obscure 
country  vehicles.  He  enjoyed  this  life  of  i)eronnial 
transience,  and  he  deliglited  in  the  I'xecution  of  the 
seven-and-sixpenny  jiortraits  which  justified  it;  and 
was,  on  the  whole,  one  of  the  hai)pieMt  of  men. 

Just  now  he  was  enjoying  himself  imm(!nsely, 
being  keenly  alive,  not  merely  to  the  crowd's  ad- 
miration, but  to  the  rare  charm  of  what  he  was 
trying  to  i)aint.  Some  ten  jxaces  before  him  against 
one  of  the  granite  pillars  there  leant  a  woman  of  re- 
markable beauty — her  figure  tall,  supple,  full  of 
strength   in   every   line,  her  face   dark  and  broad- 


browed,  with  a  heavy  chin  that  gave  character  to 
the  rest  of  the  features,  and  large  eyes,  black  as 
sloes,  that  regarded  the  artist  and  the  group  ])ehind 
him  with  a  sombre  disdain.  The  afternoon  sunshine 
slanted  down  the  jiillar,  was  broken  by  the  mass  of 
dark  hair  she  rested  against  it,  and  ran  down  again 
along  her  firm  and  rounded  arm  to  the  sun-bonnet 
that  she  hekl  dangling  by  its  strings.  Behind  her 
shone  the  edge  of  the  quay  and  the  green  water 
beyond,  on  which,  three  hundred  yards  away,  lay  a 
small  schooner  with  her  Blue  Peter  fluttering  in  a 
faint  breeze. 

"  He's  gettin'  her  to  rights,"  observed  one  of  the 
crowd. 

"Three  half-crowns  is  a  whack  o'  money.  It 
makes  the  heart  sore  to  see  'em  lyin'  in  your  ]mlm 
an'  to  say  '  fare  'ee  well,  my  sonnies ! '  But  when 
once  you've  made  up  your  mind  to  the  little 
speckilatit)n,  vou  never  regret  it  —  danged  if  you 
do." 

"  Then  why  haven't  you  been  took,  Thomas,  afore 
this?" 

"  Because,  as  my  name  signifies,  that  little  emmet 
o'  doubt  gets  the  better  o'  me  ivery  time.  'Tis  like 
holdin'  back  from  a  public :  you  feel  sure  in  your 
mind  you'll  be  better  wi'out  the  drink,  but  for  your 
life  you  durstn'  resk  the  disapp'intment.  Over  this 
small  matter  I'll  grant  ye  that  I  preaches  what  I 
can't  practise.  But  my  preachin'  is  sound.  There- 
fore I  bid  ye  all  to  follow  the  example  o'  Cap'n 
Simon  here,  who  bein'  possessed  wi'  true  love  for 
'Liza  Saunders  is  havin'  her  portrait  took  for  to 
hang  up  in  his  narrow  cabin  out  to  sea,  an'  remind 
hissel'  o'  the  charms  that  be  at  home  a-languishin'." 

"  That's  not  my  reason,  though,"  said  Captain 
Simon,  a  tall  man,  who  stood  by  the  painter's  elbow. 

"  Then  eat  me  if  I  knows  what  your  reason  may 
be." 

"  I'll  tell  ye  when  the  picture's  done,"  the  captain 
replied,  with  a  short  glance  at  the  girl  beside  the 
pillar. 

"  A  couple  of  strokes  and  it  will  be  finished,"  said 
the  painter,  cocking  his  head  on  one  side  and  screw- 
ing up  his  eyes  as  he  regarded  his  work.  "  There  I 
I'll  tell  you  plainly,  friend,  that  my  skill  is  but  a 
seven-and-sixpenny  matter,  or  a  trifle  beyond.  It 
does  well  enough  what  it  pretends  to  do,  I'd  have 
you  know  :  but  this  is  a  subject  that  1  never  ought 
to  have  touched.  I  know  my  limits.  You'll  see, 
sir,"  he  went  on  in  a  more  business-like  tone,  "I've 
indicated  your  shi])  here,  in  the  middle  distance.  I 
thought  it  would  give  the  portrait  just  the  toilch  of 
sentiment  you  would  desire." 

The  faces  were  huddled  round  to  stare.  'Liza  left 
the  pillar,  stretched  herself  to  her  full  height  and 
came  forward,  tying  the  strings  of  her  sun-bonnet  as 
she  advanced. 

"That's  she,  to  a  hair,"  was  Captain  Simon's 
comment,  as  he  pulled  out  his  three  half-crowns. 
"As  for  the  Rare  PZfni/,  what  you've  i)ut  in  might 
be  took  for  a  vessel ;  an'  if  a  man  took  it  for  a 
vessel,  ho  might  go  on  to  take  it  for  a  schooner ; 
but  I'd  be  tolerable  sorry  if  he  took  it  for  a  schooner 
o'  which  1  was  skipper.  Hows'ever  you've  jjut  in 
all  'Liza's  good  looks  an'  enticingncss.  'Tis  a  picture 
I'm  glad  to  own,  an'  be  dashed  to  the  sentiment  yon 
spoke  about." 

lie  took  the  portrait  carefully  from  the  easel  and 
held  it  before  hiiu,  between  his  ojien  palms. 

"  Neighbours  all,"  he  began,  his  rather  stupid  face 
overspread  with  an  expression  of  satisfied  cunning — 
"Neighbours  all,  I  promised  to  tgll  J'e  my  reasons 
for  havin'  'Liza's  i)ortrait  took.  They're  rather  out 
o'  the  common,  an'  'I>iza  hersel'  don't  guess  what 
they  be,  any  more  than  the  biggest  fool  here  present 
amongst  us." 

He  looked  at  'Liza,  who  answered  him  with  a 
puzzled  scowl.  She  said  nothing  ;  but  her  foot  began 
to  tap  tlic  i)aving-stone  impatiently. 

"When  I  gazes  at  'Liza,"  he  went  on,  "my  eyes 
be  fairly  dazzled  wi'  the  looks  o'  her.  I  allow  that. 
She's  got  that  build,  an'  them  lines  about  the  face 
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an*  neck,  an'  them  red-ripe  Vips  that  I  feels  no  care 
to  look  'pon  anythiiif?  olsc.  That's  wlij^  I  took  up 
wi'  her  an'  olTeroil  her  m\'  true  lu'art.  Hut  strike 
me  if  I'd  counted  'i)on  lier  temper  ;  an'  she's  ffot  tlie 
temper  of  old  Nick.  I^ast  (ivenin'  the  very  evenin' 
before  I  sailed,  mark  ye— she  slai)i)ed  my  ear.  SIio 
did,  tlio'.  Says  I,  liown  under  my  breath,  '  All  right, 
miss  :  we'll  be  quits  for  that."  But,  you  see,  I 
couldn't  bear  to  break  the  match  off,  because  1 
felt  I  couldn'  do  wi'out  the  beautiful  looks  o'  her." 

The  women  began  to  titter  and  'Liza's  face  to 
flame.  But  her  lover  jjroceeded  with  great  com- 
placency. 

"  NN'ell,  I  was  sore  beset  i'  my  mind  till  an  hour 
agone,  when — as  I  walked  down  here  with  'Liza,  half 
mad  to  take  leave  of  her  and  sail  to  Rio  (Irande,  an' 
likewise  sick  of  her  temjjer— 1  seez  this  gentleman 
a-doin'  iiicturos  at  seven-an'-six,  an'  thinks  I,  of  a 
sudden,  '  If  I  can  get  en  to  make  a  picture  of  "Liza's 
good  looks,  then  I  shall  take  off  to  sea  as  much  as  I 
wants  of  her,  an'  feast  my  eyes  'pon  it  whenever  I 
choose.  An'  the  rest  of  her,  temper  inclooded,  can 
bide  at  home  till  I  calls  for  it :  which  '11  never 
happen.  That's  all  I've  got  to  say,  neighbours. 
'Liza's  a  beauty  beyond  compare,  an'  her  beanty  I 
worships  from  the  bottom  o'  my  heart  an'  means  to 
worsliij).  But  if  any  young  man  wants  to  take  her, 
I  tell  him  he's  welcome.     .So  long  t'ye  all." 

He  took  the  i)ortrait  under  liis  arm  and  strolled 
off  to  the  quay-steps,  where  the  Ijoat  was  waiting  to 
take  him  on  board  the  Rarr  Plant.  As  he  passed 
the  girl  he  had  thus  jmblicly  jilted,  her  fingers  moved 
as  if  she  meant  to  rush  upon  him  and  tear  the  por- 
trait out  of  his  hands.  But  she  stood  still  and 
watched  him,  from  under  her  brows,  as  he  descended 
the  steps.  Then  with  a  look  round  which  subdued 
the  sym])athy  whicli  most  of  the  men  put  into  their 
faces  and  the  sneaking  delight  which  all  the  women 
wore  on  theirs,  she  strode  out  of  the  fish-market  and 
walked  resolutely  up  the  street. 

The  little  jiaiuter  sciueezed  the  paint  out  of  his 
brushes,  packed  up  his  box  and  easel,  and  wishing 
the  folks  good-day,  strolled  back  to  his  inn.  He  was 
sincerely  distressed,  and  regretted  a  hundred  times 
in  the  course  of  the  evening  that  he  had  parted  with 
the  ]iortrait  and  received  the  money  for  it  before 
Captain  Simon  had  made  that  s|)eech.  He  would  (he 
told  himself)  have  run  his  knife  through  the  canvas 
and  ghully  forfeited  the  jn-ice.  As  it  was,  the  dinner 
it  procured  him  left  a  bad  taste  in  the  mouth. 

A  mile  out  of  the  town,  next  morning,  the  van, 
in  which  he  was  the  only  passenger,  pulled  up  beside 
a  roadside  cottage.  A  bundle  and  a  tin  box  were 
lifted  up  to  the  driver,  and  a  girl  climbed  inside. 
It  was  'Liza. 

The  little  man  stammered  out  a  word  or  two  of 
greeting. 

"  I'm  going  to  staj'  with  my  aunt,  in  Truro,  and 
seek  service,"  the  girl  announced.  "Where  are  you 
bound? " 

"Oh,  I  travel  about,  now  in  one  place,  next  day 
in  another — always  moving.  It's  the  breath  of  life 
to  me,  moving  around." 

"  Thatnuist  be  nice.  I  often  wonder  why  men  tie 
themselves  up  to  a  wife,  when  they  might  be  free  to 
move  about,  like  j'on,  and  see  the  world.  What  does 
a  man  want  to  tack  a  wife  on  to  him,  when  he  can 
always  carry  her  image  about':'"  She  laughed, 
withoiit  much  bitterness,  though  her  allusion  to 
Simon  was  evident. 

"But "  began  the  amiable  i)ainter,  and  checked 

himself.  He  had  been  about  to  confess  that  he  him- 
self owned  a  wife  and  four  healthy  children.  He 
saw  this  family  about  once  in  two  mouths,  and  it 
existed  by  letting  out  lodgings  in  a  small  unpaintable 
town.  He  was  sincerely  fond  of  his  wife,  who  made 
every  allowance  for  his  mercurial  nature ;  but  it 
suddenly  struck  him  that  her  ])ortrait  hung  in  the 
parlour  at  home  and  had  never  accompanied  him  on 
his  travels. 

He  was  silent  for  a  minute  or  two,  and  then 
began  to  converse  on  ordinary  topics.  Q. 


A    LITERARY    CAUSERIE. 

TlIK  Spkakbb  Okficb, 

Friday,  Sc'i>teiiilji.r  Itli,  1891. 

"  ^yXDlCATKS"  and  "Literary  Agencies"  have 
►O  their  drawbacks,  as  .Mile.  Ouida  ))ointcd  out 
the  other  day.  To  Jjcgin  with,  they  increase  the 
writer's  income,  and  (as  that  gifted  lady  put  it)  "  the 
qui!stioii  of  iiounds,  shillings,  and  jjence  must  always 
chafe  and  jar  when  Ijiought  into  connection  witli 
the  children  of  thought."  \i\  other  words,  there  is 
much  to  be  said  in  fa\ oui'  of  starving  our  authors.  I 
will  leave,  however,  to  my  un))rofessioiuil  colleague, 
A.  B.,  the  task  of  saying  it  all  :  for  I  know  noboily 
so  Avell  fitted,  by  attriljutes  and  accidents,  to  ))ractise 
Tdtiniate  beuelicence  at  the  cost  of  t(!mi)orary  mis- 
concei)tion.  I  am  content  to  argue  this  only — that 
it  is  a  mistake  for  any  autlior  to  write  a  story  with 
a  view  to  its  jiroduction  in  a  "serial." 


An  article  in  last  week's  Si'KAKKK  i)ut  the 
Editor's  case  very  fairly.  The  Editor,  it  said, 
has  to  consider  the  views  of  the  public  he  is  jwJ- 
dressing.  "  Tliere  are  some  merry  jests  in  Mr. 
Thomas  Hardy's  '  Gi-ouj)  of  Noble  Dames,'  but 
anyone  who  com]):ires  the  volume  with  the  stories 
as  they  originally  api)earcd  in  the  (Iraphic  will  see 
that  the  editor  of  that  joui-nal  exercised  a  very  con- 
siderable liberty  of  excision.  For  this  few  will  blame 
him.  .  .  ."  Quite  so;  nobody  will  blame  the  Editor: 
but  it  is  clear,  nevertheless,  that  Mr.  Hardy  and  the 
Editor  of  the  Grapliic  had  different  objects  in  view. 
And  as  soon  as  an  author  begins  to  write  to 
order  for  any  i)aper,  it  is  clear  also  that  he  must — 
nnless  he  is  of  the  same  mind  with  the  editor,  which 
obviously  can  rarely  happen — sacrifice  something  of 
his  independence.  He  must  compromise  between  his 
business  instincts  and  his  artistic  conscience.  Now 
it  makes  a  great  difference  to  an  author's  income  if 
the  "serials  "  refuse  to  have  anything  to  do  with  his 
book  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  it  ])robably  makes  a 
great  difference  to  his  honesty  if  he  writes  with  an 
eye  to  serial  publication.  And  there  is  an  attractive 
tendency  to  admire  the  literary  man  who  desj)ises 
gain  in  comparison  with  liberty  to  speak  his  mintl. 


"Syndicates"  may  be  i)raised,  at  any  rate,  for 
one  thing.  They  have  imiiroved  the  provincial 
newspapers.  The  remotest  newspaper  nowadays  is 
not  infrequently  enlivened  by  a  column  of  "  gossij) " 
from  the  jien  of  some  distinguished  man  of  letters. 
The  syndicates  which  suiijjly  this  column  seem  to  be 
remarkably  clever  in  choosing  their  writers.  Mr. 
James  Payn  is  one,  and  Mr.  Walter  Besant  is  another. 
And  Mr.  Besant,  this  week,  has  been  discussing  this 
question  of  literary  independence  from  another  side. 
Why,  he  asks,  do  literary  men,  however  eminent, 
receive  no  mark  of  jiublic  distinction.  I'eerages  are 
given  to  successful  jioliticians,  priests,  and  lawyers; 
baronetcies  and  knighthoods  to  eminent  physicians, 
musicians,  and  i)aintcrs.  But,  with  the  single  excep- 
tions of  Lord  Tennyson  and,  perhai)s,  .Sir  Theodore 
Martin,  no  man  has  received  a  title  for  his  literary 
achievements.  Even  the  cases  mentioned  are  not 
real  exceptions :  for  Lord  Tennyson  maj-,  very 
likely,  have  earned  his  title  by  birthday  odes  rather 
than  bj'  his  really  great  work  ;  while  Sir  Theodore 
Martin  obviously  gained  his  reward  (such  as  it  is)  by 
his  "Life  of  the  Prince  Consort"  and  not  by  his 
"Bon  Gaultier  Ballads."  No  title  was  ever  offered 
to  Browning,  says  Mr.  Besant,  Meredith  is  not  even 
a  C.B.,  and  Lecky  is  j)lain  Mr.  Lecky  still.  AVhy 
should  this  be'?  

Mr.  Besant  further  i>oints  out  that  in  America  they 
give  dignified  i)olitical  posts  to  their  eminent  men 
of  letters,  as  if  proud  of  them  and  desirous  to 
exhibit  their  i)ride  to  the  world  at  large.  In  England, 
on  the  other  hand,  no  distinguished  writer  receives 
a  i)olitical  post  of  any  dignity. 
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Of  c-oiu-se  if  we  admit  tliat  public  services  of  all 
kinds  are  rewarded  with  equal  fitness  by  titles,  the 
whole  state  of  things  becomes  too  absurd.  Sohinilur 
riHxc  tuhiiUc  if  we  begin  to  urge  that  George  Meredith 
and  Mr.  Leeky  deserve  better  of  their  fellow-men 
than  does  Lord  Cross — to  leave  inherited  titles  out 
of  the  fiuestion.  If  a  bottle  of  Bass  gets  a  peerage 
and  "The  Ring  and  the  Book"  does  not,  it  must  bo 
beside  the  point  to  urge  that  the  poem  is  worth 
more  than  the  iini)crial  pint.  Some  other  reason 
must  be  found  to  account  for  the  sort  of  men  who 
attain  to  peerages. 


Almost  Avithout  exception,  liereditarj-  peerages 
are  conferred  for  one  of  these  reasons: — (1)  The 
possession  of  wealth ;  (2)  a  useful  but  ended  career 
in  the  House  of  Commons  ;  (3)  a  punctual  f  idfilment 
of  some  office  about  the  Court.  As  the  first  class 
is  not  only  by  far  the  greatest  in  itself,  but  also  em- 
braces at  least  a  half  of  those  who  gain  their 
peerages  for  reasons  (2)  and  (3),  it  follows  that  the 
House  of  Lords  is,  before  all  things,  an  assembly  of 
capitalists.  Now  the  man  of  letters  is  seldom  or 
never  a  ca]jitalist.  and  therefore  would  ])robably  be 
out  of  ijlace  there,  and  almost  necessarily  at  variance 
with  it.  Further,  the  purpose  of  the  House  of  Lords  is 
legislation:  and,  as  the  ordinary  man  may  be  trusted 
to  advance  his  own  interests  even  if  he  neglects  his 
fellows',  it  has  come  to  be  legislation  in  favour  of 
capital.  To  set  a  literary  man  down  to  such  duties 
as  this  is  very  properly  considered  a  waste  of 
material.  It  takes  him  away  from  work  which  {ex 
hypothcsi)  is  of  particular  value,  to  do  work  which 
any  man  can  do  if  onlj-  he  be  sufficiently  alive  to  the 
importance  of  protecting  his  own  skin.  And  as  self- 
preservation  is  the  first  law  of  nature,  the  task  of 
providing  a  full  L'pper  House  without  depleting  the 
ranks  of  the  useful  professions  is  likely  to  be  easy 
for  a  long  time  to  come. 


Still,  it  nriy  be  urged,  Messrs.  Meredith  and 
Lecky  might  li«  oifered  baronetcies — distinctions 
which  would  chiirn  nothing  of  their  time,  while 
marking  the  nation's  opinion  of  their  work.  Baronet- 
cies are  frecjueutly  bestowed  as  a  reward  for  real 
erit,  even  if  peerages  be  nil".  Consider  Sir  Frederick 
Leighton  and  a  number  of  eminent  physicians. 
Jly  colleague,  G.  M.,  has  argued  in  The  Speaker 
that  the  capitalist's  is  the  final  word  upon  art  in 
this  country.  It  is  he  who  puts  up  the  jn-ice  of  bad 
pictures  which  he  •  can  enjoy,  and  makes  them 
valuable,  not  for  their  merits,  but  simply  because  he 
likes  to  keep  them  to  himself.  If  this  selfishness 
rules  the  money  rewards  of  painters  it  may  also  rule 
the  distribution  of  titles.  And  certainly  they  would 
seem  to  go  for  work  the  advantage  of  which  is  as 
limited  as  possible.  Everybody  can  own  a  co]jy 
of  a  book  in  these  days,  and  have  a  share  of  whatever 
good  it  contains.  Everybody  can  go  to  the  play.  But 
a  painting  can  be  owned  by  a  single  man,  and  there- 
fore that  owner's  gratitude  is  increased  towards  the 
painter.  Doctors  receive  their  titles,  not  for  a 
thousand  skilful  eui-es  performed  on  common  men, 
but  for  their  assiduity  when  somebody  of  high  jiosi- 
tion  is  afilicted  with  a  tnunjjerj'  sickness.  Provincial 
mayoi's  are  confessedly  knighted  after  the  most 
iu-cidental  fashion;  unless  we  believe  that  royal  visits 
ixvv  ])aid  only  to  those  towns  where  the  conscientious 
administration  of  municipal  business  has  attracted 
tlie  royal  notice. 


must  have  occurred  to  most  people — that  an  author 
is  best  left  to  speak  his  mind,  and  that  a  title  is  one 
of  the  surest  means  to  gag  him.  Instead  of  crying 
out  upon  our  prime  ministers  for  offering  no  title  to 
Mr.  Froude  or  Mr.  Lecky  or  Mr.  Meredith,  we  ought 
to  be  sincerely  grateful  for  the  moderation  of  rulers 
in  sparing  us  all.  On  this  point,  at  least,  they  are 
proljably  wiser  than  we. 

C. 


No  doubt  there  is  something  to  be  said  for  this 
theory,  that  authors  receive  no  titles  because  their 
beneficence  is  enjoyed  by  everyone  who  can  read.  Of 
course  I  don't  believe  it  :  but  Mr.  Walter  Besant 
seems  to  be  so  much  astonished  at  this  neglect  that 
one  seeks  for  startling  hyijotheses  to  explain  it. 
The   real  reason  is   probably  the  simple  one  which 
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Mil.   ABBOTT'S    •  rERICLES." 

Pericles  and  the  Golden  Age  of  Athens.  By  Evelyn  Abbott, 
M.. v.,  Follow  of  Balliol  College,  Oxford,  Author  of  "A  History 
of  (ireeee,"  etc.     New  York  and  London  :   I'utnam.     1S91. 

THIS  is  the  third  volume  of  the  ••  Heroes  of  the 
Nations"  series  ;  the  first  volume  was  Mr.  Clark 
Russell's  "Nelson."  If  it  be  not  ungracious  to  com- 
pare the  two  books,  we  should  say  that  "Pericles" 
is  by  far  the  more  important  and  original :  "Nelson" 
is  the  more  successful  piece  of  work.  Mr.  Abbott  is 
an  accurate  and  brilliant  scholar ;  his  pu]jils  sjjeak 
with  enthusiasm  of  long  conversations  with  him 
about  all  nooks  and  corners  of  Greek  doings  and 
writings ;  the  world  in  general  knows  him  as  the 
author  of  many  educational  works  and  of  a  Greek 
History  as  mipretentious  and  simple  as  it  is  aston- 
ishingly learned.  Every  advanced  scholar  will  find 
much  to  interest  and  instruct  him  in  "  Pericles," 
much  that  will  surprise  him  or  make  him  curious. 
But  it  is  not  for  advanced  scholars  that  the  book  is 
written.  The  series  in  which  it  appears  is  essenti- 
ally ])opular.  There  are  no  notes,  no  references,  no 
proofs  of  doubtful  hypotheses,  such  as  make  the 
scholar's  heart  glad  within  him.  There  is  a  word 
to  tile  wise — and,  we  think,  a  very  wise  word — in 
the  preface,  stating  briefly  that  Mr.  Abbott  has 
views  of  his  own  about  Pericles,  in  marked  ojjposi- 
tion  to  those  of  i)revious  historians.  Then,  not  a 
word  more  to  suggest  differences  of  opinion  :  all  is 
plain  narrative  and  simple  explanation.  The  pub- 
lishers have  also  done  their  part  in  equipiiing  the 
book  for  a  poimlar  series  ;  it  is  full  of  useful  repro- 
ductions of  ancient  statues,  buildings,  and  scenery, 
and  it  bristles  with  ornamental  modern  woodcuts, 
most  of  them  i)lcasing,  one  or  two  (e.g.  on  p.  289) 
as  ugly  as  a  nightmare. 

Now,  judging  "  Pericles  "  as  a  yiopular  work,  we 
have  one  serio\is  fault  to  find  \\ith  it  —it  fails  to 
stimulate  a  student's  enthusiasm.  Was  Pericles  a 
groat  man,  and  was  the  Golden  Age  of  Athens  an 
interesting  and  attractive  age"?  We  belie ,e  that 
they  were  so;  and  Jlr.  Abbott  really  thinks  the 
same.  But  this  book  leaves  cpiito  the  opposite  im- 
pression. Pericles,  despite  his  idealism,  is  )iedantic, 
bungling,  unscruj)ulous  ;  the  Greeks  seem  all  more 
or  less  savages,  with  more  artistic  skill,  it  is  true,  than 
most  savages,  but  rather  less  chivalry  and  good  feel- 
ing. Only  for  three  pages  at  the  very  end  of  the  book 
does  Mr.  Abbott  let  us  even  suspect  that  he  reverences 
Pericles  or  any  (Jreek.  Asa  matter  of  fact,  it  is  clear 
that  h(!  must  really  feel  their  charm,  or  else  he  would 
not  have  devoted  a  highly  gifted  and  wonderfully  pro- 
ductive )nind  alnicist  entirely  to  Hellenic  matters. 
It  seems  to  us  that  Mr.  Abbott  is  too  constantly  on 
the  giuird  against  his  own  admiration  of  Greece  :  he 
is  so  sure  in  his  o^\■n  mind  of  its  essential  greatness, 
that  he  thinks  it  scarcely  worth  dwelling  \ij)on  :  he 
oidy  thinks  it  necessary  to  i)oint  out  all  the  flaws. 
Most  of  these  flaws  really  existed  ;  we  only  complain 
that  they  are  too  much  em])hasised.  We  are 
reminded  of  the  philosopher,  who,  having  long  and 
at  last  successfully  wooed  a  lady  celebrated  for  beauty, 
learning,  and  goodness, described  her  as  follows  :  "  My 
future  wife  has  her  nose  slightly  on  one  side;  she 
is  irritable  when  thwarted  ;  and  the  dates  are  wrong 
in  her   essay  on   Sinnoza.     In  other  respects  I  have 
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no  fault  to  tiiul  with  her;    in    fact,  she  has  t-ei-taiii 
(Hialitii's  .seldom  to  be  met  witli  elsewhere." 

There  are  one  or  two  points  of  detail  in  wliieh 
l)orlia|ts  the  Ijook  might  be  imin'oved  in  a  secon<l 
edition.  On  p.  '22:^  the  writing  is  obscure:  "An 
attempt  to  recover  Ci'i)hallenia  turned  out  a  comiilete 
failure."  Mr.  Abbott  does  not  state  who  made  the 
attempt,  and  it  is  not  obvious  from  the  context. 
On  th()  to])  of  J),  "irjli  we  hear:  '•  .\11  were  expect- 
ing the  fate  of  the  Ijeucadians."  But  the  Leuca- 
dians  have  never  been  .si)okeu  of.  It  shoulil 
have  been  mentioned  on  the  ijrevious  page  that 
the  foremost  shij)  of  the  Peloponnesian  fleet 
was  a  [..eucadian.  In  another  passage  the  reckless 
seolT  of  Aristoiihanes  in  the  "  Acliarnians."  where 
he  calls  two  of  Asi)asia's  maidservants  by  a 
libellous  name,  is  acceijted  fi>r  historical  truth  by 
Mr.  Abbott,  just  as  it  was  by  the  uncritical  or 
scaudal-loving  writers  of  late  Greek  times. 

One  more  complaint  and  we  have  done.  The 
great  work  of  Phidias,  the  Athena  Parthenos  of  the 
Parthenon,  is  known  to  us  by  two  reiJroductions — 
a  worn  and  imijerfect  figure  found  by  Lenoriuant, 
retaining  a  remarkable  stamp  of  majesty  and  charm: 
and  a  larger  statuette  found  at  Varvakeion,  elaborate, 
full  of  detail,  i)ractically  perfect  in  preservation,  but 
of  late  and  bad  workmanshii),  coarse  and  unjileasant 
in  all  the  spiritital  treatment.  Now  it  is  jjartieularly 
unfortunate  that  Mr.  Abbott  shoidd  give  two  very 
good  woodcuts,  front  and  side  views,  of  the  Varvak- 
eion statuette,  describing  it  simply  as  "  Athena 
Parthenos,"  and  not  explaining  that  it  is  only  in  a 
very  mechanical  sense  indeed  a  representation  of 
Phidias's  masterpiece.  The  reader  who  has  grown  to 
regard  the  Greeks  as  objectionable  people  only  re- 
deemed by  a  love  of  the  beautiful  will  soon  lose 
faith  even  in  that  one  redeeming  virtue,  if  he  is 
given  the  Varvakeion  statuette  as  a  typical  work  of 
Greek  genius.  Lest  we  should  fall  into  the  same 
error  which  we  complain  of  in  Mr.  Abbott's  treat- 
ment of  his  subject,  we  must  say  in  conclusion  that, 
if  the  book  is  too  depreciatory  and  cold  to  touch  the 
imagination,  it  is  certainly  full  of  knowledge,  full  of 
judicious  historical  insight,  sinii)lc  in  style,  terse  and 
vigorous,  and  eminently  tiseful  both  to  the  advanced 
scholar  and  to  the  beginner  in  the  clear  and  search- 
ing light  it  throws  on  the  age  of  Pericles. 


THE  "GOLDEX  TREASURY"  UP  TO  DATE. 

The  Gdldex  Tkeasiuv  o:--  the  iiest  S  iMis  and  Lvkical  Pdems  in 
THE  EvoLisH  Lanocahe.  Selected  an!  arranseJ,  with  notoa,  by 
Francis  Turner  Palfrrave.  Revised  and  enlarged.  London : 
Macmillan  &  Cr>.     ISPl. 

It  would  be  a  very  untrue,  as  well  as  a  singularly 
ungracious,  thing  to  say  of  ;Mr.  Palgrave's  '■  Golden 
Treasury  of  Songs  and  Lyrics"  that  the  author  had 
played  so  long  with  a  lovely  toy  that  he  had  sjioilt 
it.  This  was  possibly  our  first  thought  about  our 
one  lyrical  anthology  in  its  newest  dress ;  it  is  cer- 
tainly not  our  second  and  third.  On  the  whole,  Mr. 
Palgrave's  final  revision,  while  it  is,  we  think,  mis- 
taken in  some  textual  readings  and  also  in  some 
omissions,  ]n-esents  a  finer  Iiody  of  English  poetry 
than  the  volume  of  1801,  more  representative,  more 
finely  inclusive.  To  attain  this  result,  however, 
sacrifices  have  been  made  which  seem  on  the  face  of 
them  needless,  and  in  any  case  are  to  be  regretted. 
It  is  a  real  bereavement  to  miss  Scott's  beautiful 
lines  "To  a  Lock  of  Hair,"  with  their  pathetically 
simple  ending : 

"  Yes,  lioii  and  man  misrlit  now  approve  me, 
If  tliou  hucist  lived  and  lived  to  love  me." 

Nor  are  we  reconciled  to  losing  the  ]ierfectly 
phrased  and  comimct  ■'  Why.Damon.with  the  forward 
day"?"  with  its  lloratian  style  and  finely  attuned 
note  of  melancholy ;  while  the  three  omissions  from 
the  Shelley  list  are  all  regrettable.  The  beautiful, 
"  Rarely,  rarely  comest  thou,  Spirit  of  Delight,"  is  per- 
haps matched  by  the  si:uilar  lines  written  among  the 
Eugauean  hills,  and  the  "  Widowed  Bird,"   is  barely 


replaced  by  a  (-harming  song  ;  but  the  mystical 
liymn  to  the  Spirit  of  .Nature  is  in  the  jMU-est  Shel- 
leian  strain,  and  is  surely  a  classical  poem  in  every 
sense  of  the  wonl.  Can  it  reasonably  be  hekl  that 
the  loss  of  these  fi\e  j)oems  is  balanced  by  Lyte's 
"Agnes,"  which,  with  its  faidty  rhyming,  read.s  like 
a  jn-ettier  vc^rsion  of  "  She  wore  a  wreath  of  roses," 
by  .Sm.art's  fine  but  i)urely  rhetorical,  "He  sang  of 
God, the  mighty  source,"  and  by  an  over-fidl  selection 
from  Campion?  If  it  was  necessary  to  exclude  in 
order  to  make  room  for  new  matter,  woidd  it  not 
have  been  j)ossible  to  omit  either  "  Simon  Leo," 
or  the  two  .Matthew  jjoems,  the  former  for 
preference"?  Wordsworth  was  too  fully  represented 
in  the  earlier  editions,  now  there  is  more  of  him  than 
ever.  We  regret  too  Constable's  beautifully  coloured 
■•  l)iai)lienia,"  and  on  the  other  hand  could  have 
spared  one  of  tlu'  two  jjretty  liabj'  songs  from  Blake 
in  return  for  "Tiger,  tiger,  biu-ning  bright,"  though 
we  feel  a  doubt  as  to  its  ])erfect  suitability.  With 
regard  to  the  complaint  sustained  by  a  very  com- 
petent critic  in  a  contem|)orary,  that  Mr.  Palgrave 
has  distinctly  disim))roved  on  his  earlier  readings  of 
the  text,  we  are  content  to  mourn  over  the  substitu- 
tion of  "a  religious  book  oi'  friend"  for  "a  well- 
chosen  book  or  friend,"  in  W'otton's  "  Character  of  a 
Uajipy  Ijife."  In  the  earlier  reading,  the  line  had  a 
kind  of  sacred  fitness  which  it  lacks  in  the  sectarian 
bent  that  has  iu)\v  been  given  it. 

Here,  we  think,  the  most  captious  criticism  must 
end.  Many  of  the  additions  to  the  crown  octavo 
volume  of  lcS9(),  and  the  smaller  volume  we  have  in 
our  hands,  are  of  surimssing  beauty.  "  Kidila  Khan  " 
comes  in  very  late,  but  better  late  than  never. 
We  had  a  right  to  see  another  poem  by  Vaughan, 
the  magnificent  "They  are  all  gone  into  the  world 
of  light,"  one  of  the  finest  he  ever  wrote,  and  per- 
hai)s,  also  in  the  English  language,  Cowi)er's  inex- 
pressibly mournful  "  Castaway,"  the  Ode  on  a  Grecian 
I'rn,  and  "  Loiulon,  1S02,"  though  we  doubt  whether 
Wordsworth's  Trossachs  sonnet  need  have  been  in- 
cluded. The  new  jioems  enrich  the  precious  gift 
with  which  thirty  years  ago  Mr.  Palgrave  endowed 
our  youth,  and  add  a  few  more  delights  to  the 
nectar'd  sweets  that  lie  in  every  page  of  the 
"  Golden  Treasury." 


THE    CENTlin'    DICTIONARY. 

The  Centi  uv  Dhtionauv  :  an  Kmvclopeiuc  Lexicon  ok  thb 
Kngi.ish  LANr.rAr;E,  prei)arod  under  the  .superintendence  of 
William  Dwis,'ht  \\'hitney.  Vh.V.,  LL.l).,  Professor  of  Compara- 
tive Philolo!;v  and  San>l;rit  in  Vale  Fniversity.  In  si.t  vols. 
Vol.  v.:  <i  to  .Stroyl.— New  Vork :  Tlie  Century  Company. 
London  :  T.  Fisher  Unwin. 

With  admirable  jiromiititude  the  fifth  and  pen- 
ultimate volume  of  this  great  work  has  been  ])ro- 
duced,  and  the  comi'leting  sixth  volume  is  ])romised 
before  Christmas.  The  mere  bringing  out  of  the 
goodly  tomes  at  the  rate  of  three  a  year— we 
received  the  first  at  the  end  of  January.  ISDO— is 
itself  a  creditable  acliievement  to  all  concerned  in 
the  work  ;  and  when  the  variety  and  quality  of  its 
contents  are  taken  into  account,  we  have  little  but 
admiration  to  exjiress  for  the  labours  of  Professor 
^Vhitney  and  his  band  of  fellow-helpers.  To  reail  a 
few  i)ages  only  of  the  present  book  is  a  somewhat 
hutniliating  task  to  a  man  who  fancies  himself  toler- 
ably well-infornu'd.  He  sees  words  of  which  he  has 
never  heard,  is  i)lunged  into  subjects  of  which  he  is 
wholly  ignorant,  and  is  made  to  realise  what  a  jjoor 
limited  creatine  he  is.  Then  he  grows  spitefid.  and 
.sets  himself  to  i)ick  holes  in  his  humbler.  Know- 
ing Professor  .Skeat's  last,  he  turns  to  the  word 
"rankle,"  and  finds  only  that  it  is  said  to  be  the 
freipientative  of  the  verb  "  rank."  to  become  rank: 
while  the  adjective  "  rank  "  is  referred  (rightly )  to  the 
Anglo-Saxon  rnnc,  ]>roud,  froward.  etc.  But  Pro- 
fessor Skeat  asserts  that  "  rankle  "  has  lost  an  initial 
(7,  and  that  it  really  comes  from  the  Old  French 
drnottclc,  drancle.  which  is  the  Latin  dramnriilun, 
little   dragon ;   so    that   the   wox-d   is   analogous    to 
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cancel-,  a  crab,  to  "  wolf,"  the  gnawing  disease 
lupijs,  etc.  Our  objector  next  turns  to  the  "rest"  of  a 
plough — the  wood  on  which  the  coulter  is  fixed — and 
finds  the  entry : — 

"  Best,  6/i.    An  obsolete  phonetic  spelling  of  wrest." 

He  recurs  to  his  Skeat  again,  and  in  the  Philological 
Society's  Transactions,  1888-'J0  (pp.  l()5-0),  sees  under 
"  Reast,  Rest "  :— 

"1  once  thought  this  word  was  connected  with  the  verh  to  urest, 
but  the  initial  !c  is  due,  1  fear,  to  popular  etymology.  The  A.S.  word 
is  rioat,  occurring  in  '  Iknlalia,  sulcs  reost '  (the  plough's  rest),  in  the 
Cor])u9  Glossary,  1.  636  ;  '  JJiiitale,  sule-reost,'  Wright's  Glossaries, 
cd.  Wulkor,  21U/.t;  'De>ifalia,  sules  reost,'  ibid.  384/43.  The  to  is 
long,  as  shown  both  by  Provincial  English  rn'st  and  l)y  the  cognate 
Old  High  (icrman  rioslar  (Schade).  .Schade  proi)oS(  s  to  derive  it  from 
the  root  seen  in  O.H.G.  riulan,  to  grub  up ;  Icelandic  rtjlhja,  to  clear  or 
rid  the  ground  ;  cf.  O.H.G.  riuti,  cleared  ground.     See  Rid." 

Our  humiliated  friend  feels  cheered,  and  resolves 
to  try  tlie  "  Century  "  on  its  dates  of  the  meanings  of 
words.  He  knows  Fielding's  use  of  "romantic"  in 
"Tom  Jones,"  a.d.  1745,  book  l."5,  chapter  0  : — 

"  Tlie  discourse  turned  at  jiresent,  as  before,  on  love,  and  Mr. 
Nightingale  again  expressed  many  of  those  warm,  generous,  and  dis- 
interested sentiments  upon  this  subject  which  wise  and  sober  men  call 
romantic,  but  which  wise  and  sober  women  generally  regard  in  a 
better  light." 

And  while  believing  that  the  word  was  Tised  in  this 
sense  much  eai-lier,  he  finds  that  the  first  authori- 
ties for  it — as  "chimerical,  fanciful,  as  romaniic 
notions" — in  the  "Century"  are  Keats  and  Arch- 
bisho])  Whatelj',  seventy  or  more  years  after 
Fielding : — 

"  So  fair  a  place  was  never  seen 
Of  all  that  ever  charmed  romantic  eye." 

Knit.',  Imifeition  of  Spenser. 
"  A  romantic  scheme  is  one  which  is  wild,  impracticable,  and  yet 
contains  something  which  captivates  the  young." — Jl'/uiteli/. 

So  the  earliest  quotation  for  "  sortilege  "  in  the 
"  Century  "  is  1035,  Hey  wood's  "  Hierarchic  of  Angels  " ; 
whereas  Bradley's  edition  of  Stratmann  takes  the 
word  back  to  Trevisa's  Chronicle,  about  1300.  And 
though  like  instances  could  be  cited  for  almost  every 
word  in  the  "  Century  " — as  they  could  be  for  very 
many  in  the  Philological  Society's  "  New  English 
Dictionary,"  for  Avhieh  hundreds  of  readers  have 
collected  extracts — yet  the  man  Avho  is  convicted  of 
ignorance  by  the  "  Century  "  knows  well  that  that 
dictionary  does  not  pretend  to  give  the  earliest 
oi'currence  of  every  word,  or  to  be  perfect.  What 
the  book  does  convince  every  student  of,  is  that  it  is 
the  best  of  its  class,  an  enormous  advance  on  any- 
thing of  its  kind  that  has  gone  before  it,  and  that  it 
is  a  thoroughly  practical,  valuable  book,  which  ought 
to  bo  on  the  shelves  of  every  library  and  man  that 
can  po.ssibly  afford  it. 


SYSTEMS   OF   PRIMARY   EDUCATION. 

Tkacmino  in  Thuee  Continents:  Personal  Notes  on  the  Educational 
.Systems  of  the  World,  liy  W.  Cattim  Grasby.  London,  Paris 
and  Melbourne:   Cassell  &  Co.     ISDl. 

"  PortJLAR  Education  is  a  subject  wliich  can  no 
more  be  known  without  being  treated  com- 
paratively than  anatomy  can  lie  known  without 
being  treated  conijjarativcly."  So  wrote  Mr.  Mattliew 
Arnold  many  years  ago,  and  all  exi)erience  justifies 
the  remark.  Unfortunately  few  of  the  many  writers 
on  tlie  subject  of  education  have  treated  it  in  this 
manner.  We  have  Mr.  Arnold's  own  writing  and  the 
valuable  evidence  he  gave  before  the  last  Hoyal 
Commission.  We  have  also  a  most  iisefid  i)ul)lication 
of  Foreign  Educational  (Jodes  and  Standai'ds  by  Mr. 
Sonnenschein.  To  these  we  may  now  add  tlie  work 
before  us,  "Teaching  in  Three  Continents,"  which  is 
not  only  an  interesting  account  of  the  state  of  public 
elementary  instruction  in  America,  EnroiJC,  antl  the 
Australias,  but  is  a  soiuid  and  sometimes  a  severe 
criticism  on  our  Englisli  methods  of  educating 
children,  the  means  cmi)loyed  to  test  the  value  of 
the  teachers'  work,  and  the  course  of  training  for 
teachers  in  schools  and  colleges.  The  author  is  an 
Australian,  and  though  not  activelj''  engaged  in  edu- 


cational work  at  the  present  time  takes,  as  he  tells 
us,  a  dee))  interest  in  the  subject,  especially  as  it  is 
develoi)ed  in  America,  "  where  the  conditions  of  life 
have  been  in  so  many  resjiects  similar  to  those  which 
surround  us  in  Australia."  A  valuable  introduction 
is  added  by  Dr.  Harris,  United  States  Commissioner 
of  Education  at  Washington.  The  contrast  by  Dr. 
Harris  between  the  schools  of  the  United  States  and 
those  of  Germany,  applies  equally  to  English  and 
German  schools.  The  difference  lies  chiefly  in  the 
aim  sought :  but  this  affects  also  the  methods  in  use. 
"  The  Germanic  nations  are  knowledge-loving,  the 
Anglo-Saxon  nations  love  adventure  and  the  exercise 
of  will-power."  Hence  the  German  lays  all  stress  on 
the  process  of  awakening  the  pupil's  mind  intel- 
lectually ;  the  Romanic  and  Anglo-.Saxon  nations 
have  laid  more  stress  on  prescription. 

The  volume  is  made  up  of  thirteen  chajjters,  in 
which  the  distribution  of  matter  is  not  as  ordei-ly  as 
it  might  be.  The  whole  contents  may  be  roughly 
divided  into  three  jiarts — ])ublic  provision  for  educa- 
tion ;  the  character,  aim,  and  methods  of  the  instruc- 
tion given  in  the  schools ;  and,  further,  the  training 
of  teachers,  both  as  regards  methods  and  cost.  Of 
the  first  part  nothing  need  be  said,  the  second  and 
third  parts  only  being  strictly  educational.  But  in 
respect  of  provision,  the  author  is  of  opinion  that — 

The  English  people  are  better  provided  with  elementary  schools 
than  their  cousins  in  America  ;  and  no  group  of  American  States  can 
be  taken,  contiiining  an  equal  population,  where  such  a  large  majority 
of  the  whole  school  population — of,  say,  from  six  to  thirteen — are 
attending  school  and  receiving  the  rudiments  of  knowledge. 

He  adds  that  the  schools  are  not  nearly  so  good  as 
the  friends  of  true  education  wish;  but  as  "free 
education  will  shortly  be  an  accomplished  fact,"  he 
thinks  "  the  i)artial  absorption  of  the  Voluntary 
schools  by  the  Board  schools  will  neces.sarily  follow, 
and  further  facilitate  the  abolition  of  what  have 
been  the  cause  of  so  much  evil — result  examinations 
and  grant  payments." 

To  this  subject  of  rc.'iult  c.ramination.'i  a  chapter  is 
devoted.  Tlie  plans  followed  in  the  three  Continents 
are  briefly  and  clearly  exi)lained.  In  the  United 
States  the  English  system  is  unknown,  and  the  work 
seems  to  be  better  done,  while  the  tests  are  quite  as 
effective.  Certainly  the  system  which  has  been  in 
existence  in  this  country  for  the  last  thirty  years, 
and  known  as  "payment  by  residts,"  is  the  worst 
ever  devised.  It  is,  perhaps,  not  too  strong  an 
expression  to  say  that  it  demoralises  both  teachers 
and  children.  It  is  almost  inirely  intellectual  and 
literary;  it  takes  no  account  of  character;  and  its 
rewards  arc,  like  its  ])roeesses,  mechanical. 

To  practical  educationalist.^  the  most  interesting 
cliapters  are  those  devoted  to  methods  of  instruc- 
tion, and  esjiecially  to  what  the  author  calls  the 
New  Education.  By  this  term  is  dencted  the 
attemjits  now  being  made  to  sui)ersede  the  litei'ary 
schemes,  on  which  most  elementary  codes  liave  been 
constructed,  by  methods  which  allow  of  manual 
work  in  one  or  more  of  its  many  kinds. 

The  movenu?nt  is  variously  known  as  Technical  Education,  Prac- 
tical  Education,  Industrial  Education,  Whole  Education,  Utilitarian 
Education,  lland-aiul-Eye  Ediication.  JIanual  Traiuing,  and  the  New 
Education.  Its  various  advocates  do  not  agri-c  either  in  their  reason- 
ing or  their  di'uiands  ;  but  tins  is  neither  to  be  wondered  at  nor 
altogi'tber  dei>lorcd.  It  matters  little  by  what  name  it  is  called,  if 
tlie  chililien  get  it;  and  get  it  tbey  will,  if  their  teacheis  have  the 
wisdom  to  guide  and  the  will  to  work. 

It  seems  to  be  an  answer  to  the  demands  of 
writers  like  Mr.  Herbert  Sj)encer  ami  Professor 
Huxley,  that  in  some  siin])le  and  i)ractical  way  the 
methods  of  science  should  bo  introduced  into  the 
elementary  schools.  Its  value  lies  in  its  strictly 
.scientific  method,  ajjart  from  tlio  wortli  of  tlie  work 
done.  This  metliod  may  bo  api)liod  in  the  jjlny- 
games  of  tlie  infant  classes,  and  may  be  made  con- 
tinuous and  iirogressivc  through  all  tlio  stages  inter- 
mediate between  them  and  the  laboratory. 

Of  the  Kindergarten  as  an  Englisli  institution, 
Mr.  Grasliy  does  not  speak  very  highly.  He  tells  us 
that  in  England  he  "saw  an  abundance  of  Kinder- 
garten work,  but  not  a  Kindergarten."     This  is  the 
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more  surprisinfr  as  the  age  at  which  infaiitH  are  per- 
mitted to  attend  school  is  lowt'i-  in  KiiKlaiid  than 
in  any  country  in  Kuroj)e  or  any  State  in  America. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  cxiKcncieH  of  the  yearly 
examinatit)ns  are  Ki"eater,  and  teachers  pet  into  the 
iiabitof  teaching  babies  as  little  intfllcctnal  machines. 
The  true  Kindergarten  si)irit  and  aim  are  lost  in  a 
school  the  teachers  of  wliich  like  to  have  the  child- 
ren as  youiiR  as  jjossible,  liecause  tiiey  are  the  better 
prepared  for  the  examinations  of  later  years.  And 
this  was  the  explanation  given  by  a  mistress  of  an 
infant  school  to  an  intpiiry  by  the  author  as  to  the 
reason  of  giving  sums  to  babies. 

In  Germany  and  America  there  are  actual  gardens 
for  children,  in  which  a  knowledge  of  ilowers  and 
their  growth  is  gained  by  actual  oljservation.  Direct 
instruction  is  not  the  aim  of  the  teachers,  but  the 
methods  of  Frobel  are  used  as  a  means  of  training 
all  the  faculties  of  the  cliild  —  i>hysical,  intellectual, 
and  moral  in  a  way  so  harmonious  and  gi  adual  that 
intelligence  is  awakened  and  ciiaracter  is  formed. 
Many  of  the  defects  which  are  at  present  in  the 
infant  schools  of  this  country  are  in  course  of  re- 
moval. The  attention  which  is  now  being  given  to 
technical  instruction  is  directed,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  the  youngest  classes  of  the  elementary  schools. 
What  is  called  "  Iland-and-Kye  Training"  is  surely 
laying  down  education  along  natural  lines.  The 
senses  of  the  child  ai-e  called  into  operation,  and 
no  idea  is  presented  in  an  abstract  manner,  but 
in  a  form  which  can  be  perceived  and  \(.'riHed  by 
the  child. 

On  Technical  Education,  properly  so-called,  our 
author  has  much  information  to  give,  that  will  be 
found  of  use  to  the  practical  and  theoretical  educa- 
tionalist. We  are  constantl.v  warned  that  we  shall 
not  hold  our  own  in  the  workl's  markets  if  we  do 
not  train  our  children  in  manual  and  technical 
methods.  The  first  question  for  us  is.  What  is  the 
best  method  of  manual  and  technical  instruction  ? 
Occupations  called  industrial  have  long  been  ])ractised 
in  this  country,  but  chieHy  among  the  classes  that 
are  least  intelligent  and  of  doubtful  morals.  To 
introduce  wood-chopping  into  boys'  schools  and 
needlework  amongst  the  girls  will  not  help  us  very 
far  forward  in  European  competition  ;  and  yet  these 
elementary  arts  have  been,  and  are  still,  relied  upon 
by  many  managers  of  schools  as  sufficient.  Technical 
and  scientific  training,  properly  speaking,  cannot  be 
given  in  the  elementary  schools.  They  belong  to 
the  higher  and  secondary  schools,  in  which  the  pupils 
ai'e  at  work  from  fifteen  years  of  age  to  seventeen  or 
eighteen.  Much  may  be  done  in  the  elementary 
schools  by  way  of  introduction  to  the  secondary 
schools,  and  much  has  been  done  in  Germany  and 
the  United  States.  But  the  work  of  the  elementary 
school  always  differs  from  that  of  the  secondary  in 
this  resi)ect — that  in  the  latter  the  aim  is  the  pre- 
paration of  the  scholars  for  some  jjarticular  trade  or 
industry:  in  the  former,  it  is  the  cultivation  of  the 
general  intelligence  and  the  development  of  manual 
dexterity.  Tlie  chapter  devoted  to  this  subject  is 
full  of  information  of  a  kinil  most  needed  by 
teachers — that  of  time-tables,  courses  of  study,  and 
notes  on  the  management  of  both  classes  of  schools. 
The  accomits  of  industrial  training  in  Paris,  of 
manual  training  in  .St.  Louis,  and  the  experiments 
now  in  operation  of  the  t'ity  and  Guilds  of  London 
Institute  and  the  School  Board  for  London  may  be 
specially  mentioned  as  worthy  of  attention. 

Comparing  the  English  elementary  teacher  with 
the  American,  Mr.  (irasby  is  in  favour  of  the  latter, 
though  he  is  for  the  most  ))arl  what  is  technically 
known  as  untrained. 

TIk-  ^ipocial  feature  of  tlie  English  teaeher  is  technical  skill  in 
practical  trtu'hins;  that  of  the  .•Vmcrioan.  an  crlucateil  and  cultured 
mind.  The  time  one  has  spmt  in  teaching  or  learning  to  teach,  the 
other  has  spent  in  study.  The  one  has  all  along  heen  subject  to  the 
influence  ot  a  narrowing  occupation,  and  now  oftentimes  ct.>nsider8 
himself  -well-nigh  perfect  in  his  art  ;  tlu'  other  lias  been  under  the 
influences  of  a  liberal  training,  is  well  versed  in  the  principles  i  f  e  lu- 
cation,  has  had  little  practice  in  teaching,  but  is  fully  conscious  of 
the  fad,  and  therefore  ready  to  take  ad^■antage  of  every  means  to 


compensate  for  its  Iiiek.  A  conscious  ignorance  is  often  better  tlian 
a  self-satislied  knowledge.  The  one  is  ii  continuous  antidote  against 
Itself;  thi-  other,  the  mr,ther  of  jiedautrv  and  prejudice.  The  social 
conditions  of  England  make  the  attainmunt  to  the  jjosition  of  school- 
master one  which  many  teaihers  and  their  friends  look  upon  as 
suflicient  progress  in  the  social  scale  to  warrant  the  assumjition  of 
airs  which  often  afford  considerable  amusement  to  visitors  used  to 
democratic  surroundings  and  ideas. 

Elsewhere  we  are  told  that— 

The  American  teachirr  more  frequently  studies  Herbert  Spencer, 
Frobel,  llonice  .Mann,  TeHliilozzi,  I'avne,  Sullv,  and  Fitch;  while  his 
English  cousin  prefers  works  bearing  on  "  Jio'w  to  gain  100  per  cent, 
in  .\rithmetie,"  '•  How  to  Prepare  for  Examination,"  "  Practical  AidB 
to  Teaching,"  etc. 

"What  truth  thcie  is  in  these  contrasted  pictures 
the  English  teachers  will  determine  for  themselves ; 
but  assuming  thiit  there  is  some  reality  in  them, 
we  may  well  ask  ourselves  whether  the  cost  to  the 
English  Excheciuer  is  worth  this  iiroduct  of  the  train- 
ing colleges.  The  jirofession  of  elementary  teacher 
is  now,  by  com|)arison  with  what  it  used  to  be,  a 
lucrative  one.  It  is,  we  believe,  the  only  j)rofession 
which  may  be  entered  free  of  all  cost  to  the  candi- 
date. As  a  scholar,  a  child  is  free  from  fees;  as 
a  pui)il-teaeher,  he  or  she  begins  with  a  sound 
secondary  education,  not  only  gratis,  but  carrying 
a  slight  weekly  wage  for  services  rendered  in  the 
schools  ;  at  the  conclusion  of  the  impil-teachercour.se, 
the  training  colleges,  subsidised  by  the  State,  receive 
all  who  have  successftdly  jjassed  the  entrance  ex- 
amination and  can  afford  the  entrance  fee.  "The 
custom  of  having  residential  colleges  is  not  followed," 
we  are  told,  in  America.  This  is  an  experiment  that 
might  be  tried  in  this  country.  Classes  for  teachers 
might  be  attached  to  the  colleges  now  existing  in  our 
large  towns  and  university  cities ;  and  in  these 
sjjecial  attention  might  be  given  to  the  science  and 
history  of  education. 

We  have  by  no  means  exhausted  this  interesting 
volume,  but  we  have  touched  its  chief  points  of 
interest,  and  commend  it  to  all  who  feel  that  sound 
methods  of  instruction  are  of  great  im|)ortanee  next 
to  the  influence  of  the  teacher,  and  that  the  soundest 
practicable  methods  we  have  not  yet  attained. 
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She:  was  a  girl,  fascinating  as  few  women  are,  and 
one  to  whom  everything  in  life  was  strangely  real. 
To  her,  love,  pleasure,  and  i)ain  were  no  mere  names, 
for  she  felt  everything  intensely,  ami  lived  every 
moment  of  her  e.vistence.  She  was  ambitious,  too, 
and  sang  to  the  usual  sea  of  unknown  faces  at  the 
Steinway  Hall.  She  held  her  listeners  spell-bound 
with  an  Italian  song,  but  hardly  did  herself  justice 
till  she  went  on  to  sing  an  old  English  ballad,  ([uaint 
and  ilreamy.  Then,  of  course,  she  forgot  lier  hearers 
and  everything  but  the  song  itself:  and  when  it  was 
ended,  she  fainted. 

There  was  no  medical  nian  present — it  is  curious 
how  doctors  shiui  those  entertainments — so  Eustace 
Villiers,  a  young  man  who  had  studied  medicine  for 
his  own  amusement  and  was  engaged  to  another  girl, 
volunteered  to  restore  her  to  animation.  And  when 
his  dark  earnest  eyes  ga/.ed  down  into  hers  and  she 
murmured  "  Where  am  IV"  he  forgot  all  aliout  the 
other  girl.  And,  soon  after,  the  other  girl  caught 
them  making  love  in  the  ctmservatory,  and  the 
engagement  was  off. 

But  Audrey  Moore,  the  songstress,  told  Eustace 
Villiers  that  she  could  never  be  his.  And  though  he 
cried,  ".My  darling,  what  is  wrong?"  and  "My  God  I 
What  do  you  mean?"  and  "We  cannot  i)art  like 
this  1 "  and  all  the  rest  of  it,  she  would  not  tell  him  : 
for  she  was  a  shilling  heroine  and  had  only  come  to 
page  7:}.     So  they  took  one  last  long  lingering  kiss  ; 
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aud  when  she  lieard  the  street-door  shut  she  gave  a 
low  cry  and  fell  senseless  on  the  floor. 

For  in  Paris  aud  an  unguarded  moment  she  had 
already  been  married,  "  in  a  dim  church,"  to  a 
Human  Sjiidcr.  He  was  called  Jacciues  de  St.  Aire, 
aud  tried  hard  to  be  as  French  as  his  name.  He  said 
"  Au  revoir !"  and  '^  Tout  vieat  a  ceiui  qui  sait 
attendre"  and  "  Saprinti .'"  and  "  pns  si  hete,"  and 
was  "  one  of  the  greatest  roup's  of  tlie  day."  He 
threAV  in  a  little  fancy  mesmerism,  wliich,  however, 
he  failed  to  make  au  integral  part  of  the  story.  In 
her  girlish  innocence  Audrey  had  fancied  that  she 
really  loved  this  man.  (Ah!  if  these  innocent  girls 
would  only  read  a  novel  now  and  then  ! )  But  a  few 
weeks  of  marriage  liad  cruelly  awakened  her.  They 
had  separated.  Still,  under  the  circumstances,  she 
did  right  in  telling  Eustace  Villiers  that  she  coidd 
never  be  his. 

But  scarcely  did  Eustace  retire,  heart-broken, 
before  the  Human  Sjjider  sought  out  Audrey,  aud 
announced  that  she  had  never  been  his  wife,  but 
only  (as  the  authoress  delicately  puts  it)  his  "play- 
thing." The  marriage  in  the  dim  church  had  been  a 
fraud.  He  was  sorry  to  announce  this  :  but  the  fact 
was,  he  must  marry  again — for  monej^.  Then  he 
gave  a  low,  taunting  laugh,  and  Audrey  said,  "  You 
have  done  your  work  well.  Monsieur  de  Saint  Aire  ; 
I  congratulate  you "  and  went  out,  out  into  the 
driving  rain  aud  sleet.  But  Eustace  found  her  and 
said  "  My  poor  darling !  how  could  j'ou  think  it 
would  make  any  difference  to  me,  except  that  I  love 
you  ten  times  more?"  So  he  married  her.  And 
they  were  happy?  Ah,  wait! — for  we  are  only  at 
p.  13S. 

The  Human  Spider  turned  up  again  and  announced 
that  he  had  made  a  mistake.  The  ceremony  in  the 
dim  church  had  been  legal  after  all ;  and  Audrey, 
therefore,  had  connnitted  bigamy.  Eustace  was 
away  upon  a  journey  at  the  time,  aud  came  home  to 
find  a  letter  on  his  dressing-table.  It  said  "Good- 
bye, sweetheart.  Good-bye  for  ever  1 "  So  Eustace 
cursed  his  fate,  and  went  out  to  seek  for  his  lost 
darling.  And  on  his  way  somebody  told  him  that 
no  English  subject  could  be  married  abroad  except 
in  tlie  presence  of  an  English  consul.  So  he  rushed 
to  Paris,  and  found  out  that  the  ceremony  had  really 
been  a  fraud  and  the  officiating  priest  "  anything 
but  a  dignitary  of  the  Church."  Then  home  he 
returned,  and  found  his  wife  on  the  shore  at  East- 
bourne ;  and  they  gazed  into  each  other's  eyes,  and 
sealed  anew  their  marriage  vows  with  a  kiss  of 
perfect  love  anil  happiness.  And  thus  the  Human 
Spider  was  "  foiled." 

Of  a  very  different  finality  is  Mrs.  Comyns  Carr's 
"  Buried  in  the  Breakers  "  ;  tliough  why  it  should  be 
called  by  this  clap-trap  title  is  more  than  we  can  say. 
It  is  a  tragic  little  tale,  simple  in  construction,  and 
dealing  with  the  sim])Iest  characters  ;  and  it  is  told 
with  nuich  intensity  of  feeling.  The  catastrojihe  is 
gloomy,  l)ut  does  no  violence  to  the  reader's  emo- 
tions. It  is  rendered  duly  inevitable  by  the  scenery 
ratlier  tlian  by  the  characters  themselves.  All  who 
have  considered  the  art  of  such  stories  as  "Wuther- 
ing  Heiglits"  or  Mr.  Baring  Gould's  "  Mehalah," 
have  felt  the  skill  witii  wliicli  the  scenery  of  eaeli  is 
used  to  give  entire  api)roijriateness  to  a  catastroi)iie 
whicli,  in  a  London  suburb  or  -a  smiling  Devonshire 
CDombe,  woulil  be  merely  monstrous.  And  this  use 
of  locality  has  undoubte<lly  been  mastered  l)y  3Irs. 
Comyns  Can*.  She  employs  tiie  direct  and  easier 
method,  and  gives  us  some  long  descrii)tive  ])assages 
at  the  outset :  but  their  carefulness  and  delicacy  of 
laugunge  prevents  any  sense  of  tediousness.  They 
are  excellent  both  as  jiietures  of  the  coast-land  in 
the  south  eastern  corner  of  this  island,  aud  as  a 
setting  for  the  story  slie  has  to  tell. 

At  the  same  time,  in  the  two  books  we  have 
mentioned  it  must  l)e  noted  that  the  characters,  as 
well  as  the  catastroiihes,  take  their  colour  from  tlie 
scenery.  In  Mrs.  Carr's  tale,  on  tiie  other  hand,  the 
characters  might  hail  from  some  blameless  Norwegian 
village,  so  far  are  they  from  being  subdued  to  their 


surroundings.  This — if  we  except  a  smuggling 
episode  which  acquits  the  writer  of  any  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  contraband  traffic — is  the 
great  mistake  of  the  story.  Paul  Crew  is  a  good 
man,  and  his  wife  a  gooil  woman.  But  mere  virtue 
is  (as  we  all  rejoice  to  own)  widely  distributed,  and 
hardly  to  be  considered  as  the  distinctive  character- 
istic of  any  sjiot,  with  the  possible  exceptions  of  Mr. 
Mudie's  premises  and  Pitcairn's  Island.  In  truth, 
Paul  and  Pluebe  Crew  would  seem  a  trifle  common- 
place, were  it  not  for  Mrs.  Carr's  skill  of  language. 
As  it  is,  their  tragedy  is  deftly  handled,  aud  the 
pathos  of  it  undeniable. 

It  was  an  unhappy  moment  in  wliich  Mr.  Alfred 
Morris  determined  to  cast  his  ideas  about  "  A  Mini- 
mum Wage"  into  the  form  of  a  stoi-y.  In  a 
pam])hlet  tliey  might  have  had  a  real  success :  and 
the  desire  to  treat  them  (or  the  thoughts  of  any 
earnest  man  upon  social  questions)  with  flippancy  is 
far  from  us.  But  if  a  man  calls  his  book  a  novel,  we 
are  bound  to  consider  it  as  a  novel  :  and  in  this 
instance  we  are  forced  to  curse  where  we  would 
willingly  have  blessed.  "  Having  arrived,"  says  Mr. 
Morris  in  his  preface,  "  at  the  conclusion  that 
nothing  but  State  Intervention  with  regard  to  the 
remuneration  of  labour  woidd  effectually  solve  the 
great  social  problem,  and  feeling  sure  that  to  attain 
this  end  the  movement  would  have  to  emanate  from 
the  working-classes  themselves,  I  resolved  to  present 
my  ideas  in  the  shape  of  a  story  containing  char- 
acters from  real  life.  .  .  ." 

A  more  vicious  misconception  of  the  whole  art  of 
novel-writing  was  never  more  ingenuously  confessed. 
Let  us  inform  Mr.  Morris  that  the  novelist  who 
respects  his  calling  does  not  seek  to  impose  his 
theories  upon  "  real  life,"  but  begins  by  observing 
real  life  with  humility  and  ends  by  letting  it  work 
out  its  own  story.  Mr.  Morris's  plan  is  to  jjrovide 
half  a  dozen  characters  as  pegs  for  so  many  sermons 
aud  lectures,  and  to  season  these  iija  with  a  mysterious 
resemblance  between  twin-brothers,  a  few  conven- 
tional complications,  aud  a  little  love-making.  His 
people  swoon  about  and  burn  each  other's  letters 
unread,  and  remain  in  hiding  for  no  eartlily  reason, 
all  ciuite  in  the  style  of  the  good  old  Lmidon  Journal 
fiction.  With  "  real  life "  they  have  not  even  a 
bowing  ac(iuaintance.  We  suggest  that  the  only 
way  in  which  a  novelist  can  help  his  fellow-men  to 
solve  the  great  social  problem  is  to  record  the  truth 
about  society ;  aud  that  to  start  with  a  dogma,  and 
invent  data  to  jn'ove  it,  is  not  only  an  offence  against 
art,  but  a  hindrance  to  enlightenment.  If  Mr.  Morris 
must  write  another  novel,  let  it  deal  with  the  men 
and  women  whose  lives,  as  observed  by  him,  led  him 
to  hold  his  extremely  interesting  theories.  For  the 
arguments  of  a  hundred  lay-figures  will  not  convince 
so  readily  as  will  one  humble  page  that  exhibits, 
■without  comment,  a  fact  or  two  concerning  human 
life. 

Mr.  Kains-Jackson  informs  us  that  his  "  Stories 
of  Sentiment "  were  written  "  in  relaxation  of  Agri- 
cultural and  Statistical  work."  We  hojie  the  relax- 
ation was  good  for  Mr.  Kains-Jackson's  health  :  but 
until  we  have  seen  tliat  gentleman's  tongue  we 
liardly  feel  competent  to  say  liow  far  these  stories 
have  fulfilled  tlieir  author's  ])urpose.  Judged  as 
literature,  rather  tiiau  as  }iatent  medicine,  tiiey  are 
not  worth  the  half-a-ci-own  cliarged  for  them.  The 
weary  agriculturist  or  exhausteil  statistician  may 
find  it  a  "nice  resource"  to  dabble  in  art.  Pleasant 
it  may  be  to  east  off  the  hob-nailed  lioots,  to  set  up 
the  pitch-fork  in  the  corner,  and,  in  the  delightful 
habitude  i)roduced  by  violent  exercise  in  the  ojien 
air,  to  turn  out  a  little  fiction  :  pleasant,  too,  when  the 
brain  is  fogged  by  row  u})()n  row  of  figures,  to  shut 
the  ledger  and  dash  off  n  bit  of  imaginative  writing. 
Literature,  after  all,  exists  for  the  service  of  man- 
kind ;  and  may  be  butchered,  as  righteously  as 
sucking-i)igs,  to  make  an  agricultural  holiday.  But 
if  Mr.  Kains  -  .Jackson  wishes  to  be  considered 
seriously,  let  him  send  us,  next  time,  a  sample  of  hops 
of  his  own  growing. 
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Apart  from  Mr.  Gladstone's  political  forecast  in  t\u' 
Ninefcoitli  ('oiluri/,  the  articles  which  will  be  found 
most  generally  interesting  this  month  arc  Professor 
Tyndall's  "  Origin,  Mroiiagatioii,  and  Prevention  of 
Phthisis"  intlic  Fortniijlitly,  Mr.  Froiide's  "Spanish 
Story  of  the  Armada"  in  Liinginatt's.nnA  an  anonym- 
ous article  by  a  Frencliman  on  '•|''icnch  Hypocrisy" 
in  the  .\V(C  Jiiricir. 

'I'he  first  of  these  is  a  review  of  M.  Cornet's 
researches  in  jihlhisical  disease.  The  French  physi- 
cian would  seem  to  have  established  conchisively 
that  the  l)reathof  jjlilhisical  sul)jects  is  not  iid'ectious, 
i.e..  does  not  contain  lubeiculuus  bacilli ;  that  eon- 
sumi)tion  cannot  jjossibly  be  inherited  ;  antl  that  the 
sole  source  of  the  disease  is  the  sputum  of  the 
sufferers. 

The  industry  and  patriotism  of  an  officer  in  the 
present  Sj)anish  Navy,  Captain  Fernandez.  Duro, 
have  at  last  sujiiilied  a  fully  detailetl  Spanish  accotuit 
of  the  most  dramatic  incident  in  English  national 
history.  It  is  from  the  signally  curious  and  interest- 
ing collection  of  letters  and  docuiucuts  made  by  this 
oflieer  that  INIr.  Froude  tells  "The  Spanish  .Story  of 
the  Armada:"  and  a  sti-ange  story  it  is,  of  bigoted 
enthusiasm,  of  pedantry,  incai)acity,  and  a  want  of 
common  sense  inviting  <lisastcr,  with  the  melancholy 
Philip  11.  for  Don  Quixote,  and  the  didl,  anxious 
Medina  Sidonia  as  Sancho  Panza.  Mr.  Froude  fixes 
our  attention  with  his  old  ease  and  force,  but  the 
famous  style  grows  a  little  ragged.  The  i-epetition 
in  "  whose  influence  was  supposed  to  have  iniiuenced 
Philip  iu  favour  of  her  son-in-lav.-,"  and  the  loose- 
ness of  construction  iu  "he  gave  him  a  list  of  the 
English  force  which  he  might  exjjcct  to  meet,  which 
was  tolerably  accurate  and  far  inferior  to  Ids 
own,"  should  have  been  corrected  by  the  printer's 
devil. 

For  obvious  reasons,  the  author  of  "  t\-ench 
Hyjjocrisy"  does  not  publish  his  name.  One  cannot 
think  without  a  shudder  of  the  fate  of  the  French- 
man who  would  dare  to  say  over  his  own  signature, 
as  this  one  does  anonymously,  that  there  are  many 
virtuous  people  iu  France  who  turn  hypocrisy  upside 
down  by  wishing  to  be  thought  immoral  ;  that 
France  is  one  of  the  most  illibei-al  of  countries  iu 
everything  relating  to  the  civil  status  of  woman  ; 
and  that  French  patriotism  is  often  that  hyijocrisy 
which  is  the  homage  rendered  by  common  sense  to 
foolishness.  The  paper  is  sprightly,  and  proves  that 
the  jiarable  of  the  beam  and  tlie  mote  is  eternally 
true.  In  these  days  of  examinations,  there  is  one 
which  is  too  nnich  neglected — the  examination  of  the 
conscience. 

Of  the  numerous  biographical  and  critical  studies 
Mr.  William  F.  Apthorp's  "  Johann  Sebastian  Bach  " 
in  the  Contcmporai'n.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  Kennard's 
"Ferdinand  Lassalle"  in  the  Xineteenth  Cciifurij, 
are  the  most  brilliant.  ?ilr.  Apthorp  draws  a  fine 
illustration  from  literature.  Siiakesijcarc  is  visible 
to  all  :  he  sits  upon  a  hill,  and  his  rays  dart  down  to 
the  deiith  of  every  valley:  Dante  is  below  the 
narrow  intellectual  horizon  of  the  many  :  to  bring 
him  witliin  the  range  of  our  mental  telescoi^c,  we 
nuist  stand  on  the  moiuitain-tops.  Bach  is  the 
Dante  of  Musicians.  lie  had  as  great  a  specific  genius 
as  was  ever  iiosscssed  by  any  man,  coupled  with  the 
most  comjilete  mastery  over  th<'  techiucs  of  his  art 
that  has  ever  been  known.  lie  had  a  strongly 
characterised  individuality,  lie  had  the  foreseeing 
spirit  that  anticijjates  new  jesthetic  points  of  view, 
and  he  came  into  the  world  just  at  the  right  time  to 
find  the  exact  task  awaiting  him  he  was  best  fitteil 
to  accomjjlish.  Hardly  any  composer  has  had  so 
small  a  public  as  he;  and  j'et  no  eomi)oser  that 
ever  lived  is  held  in  ]n'ofounder  and  more  loving 
reverence  by  those  w-ho  do  know  him.  Mrs.  Kennard 
writes  enthusiastically  of  the  luxurious  iJives  who 
spent  his  life  in  heli)ing  Lazarus,  and  with  a  ju-t 
appreciation  of  the  great  work  the  man  achieved. 
Had    Lassalle   effected    nothing   for   the   welfare  of 


hnmaiuty  beyond  giving  method  to  the  inarticulate 
cry  for  hcli)  uttered  by  th(!  starving  weavers  in  the 
land  of  his  liirth,  or  beyond  issuing  the  celebrated 
l)rogramme  to  the  working-men  at  Leij)zig  on  which 
all  industrial  agitation  has  since  been  based,  he 
would  hav(i  deserved  well  of  his  century. 

Certainly  the  most  curious,  if  not  the  most  attract- 
ive, literary  paper  is  .Mr.  William  Archer's  "Pessimist 
Phiywright"  in  the  Forhiiijlillii.  It  is  an  account  of 
Maurice  Maeterlinck,  who  has  been  called  in  France 
a  Belgian  Shakesiieare :  .Mr.  Archer  would  suggest 
him  to  us  rather  as  a  Weljster  wh(j  has  read 
De  .Musset.  JIacterlinck's  diiunas  are  the  work  of 
a  potent  if  morbid  fant;i-^y,  and  of  a  strange  and 
subtle  literary  talent.  .Mr.  Archer  translates  numer- 
ous ))assages  to  indicate  .Maeterlinck's  iiower  and 
method.  Mr.  .1.  II.  .McCarthy,  who  writes  of  Maeter- 
linck in  the  dciillcinan'N,  does  not  think  so  highly 
of  him  as  i\Ir.  Archer. 

Mr.  P.  H.  AVicksteed  has  something  fresh  to  say 
of  Ibsen  in  the  Contcnijmrary  :  the  ])aper  on  Ibsen 
in  Temylr  Bar  is  not  so  fresh  ;  Miss  .Julia  Wedgwood 
in  the  same  magazin(>  writes  as  a  sui)erior  jjerson  of 
Laurence  Oliiihant  :  .Mr.  C.  .].  Hamilton  cliscusses 
Pestalozzi  symj)athelieally  h\  Mdcinilhni;  Mi-.  F.  D. 
Sherman  admires  Tliomas  Bailey  Aldrich  in  the 
(h'nturij:  Mr.  V.  Bayford  Harrison  writes  a  most 
interesting  i)a))er  on  Pascal's  sister  in  Xevbcry 
House :  Mr.  H.  Schiitz  Wilson  has  in  the  Xeu-  Rcvicv: 
a  memorial  notice  of  Ki)rn''r,  who  was  born  on  the  21st 
.Sei)tember  a  hundred  years  ago ;  Lord  Wolseley 
begins  a  biography  of  .Moltke  in  the  United  Service 
Magazine  :  and  Mr.  Sidney  Low  is  learned  in  the 
Fori  nightly,  whilst  Mr.  Bret  Harte  is  bright  and 
charming  in  the  Xeiv  Nerietr,  over  Lowell. 

Mr.  Frank  Harris's  versatility  iu  fiction  is  remark- 
able. His  "TriiJtycli."  studies  of  mining  life  iu 
America,  contains  three  etchings  as  jjowerful  as  any 
by  the  acknowledged  masters  of  this  genre.  The  most 
imi)ressive  ]>iece  cjf  fiction  this  month  is,  however, 
"The  Ronumtic  Episode  in  the  Life  of  .Miss  Charlotte 
O'Mara,"  by  Hannah  I.yiU'h,  in  Murray  h.  In  de- 
scription, in  analysis,  in  dramatic  force  and  the 
general  fjuality  of  the  writing,  it  is  far  superior  to 
the  average  magazini'  story.  "  Was  Lord  Beacons- 
field  the  Sun — a  Lecture  in  the  Year  .31)00,"  by  .1.  A. 
Farrer,  in  the  Gentleman's,  discusses  Disraeli  as  a 
solar  myth,  with  comical  gravity.  "Poor  Sir  .lohu" 
(Argosy),  by  the  author  of  "Mrs.  Jerningham's 
Journal;"  "Two  Jealousies"  (English  Illustrated), 
by  Alan  Adair  :  "Salome"  ( Maemillan) :  and  "  Zeki'l  " 
(Century ),  by  Matt  Crini— are  all  readable. 

No  article  in  the  month's  magazines  deserves 
more  carefid  attention  tlian  Mr.  Frederic  IIarri--on's 
".Survey  of  the  Thirteenth  Century"  (Fortniglitly). 
It  is  a  splendid  and  thoroughly  equiijped  ])ieee  of 
historical  criticism.  The  thirteenth,  jirobably  the 
most  remarkable  century  in  the  woi'ld's  history,  is 
tlie  last  of  the  true  .Middle  Ages  and  the  first  of 
nuidern  society.  Its  keynote  is  the  harmony  of 
power  it  di-^plays— an  age  uniting  asj)iring  intellect, 
])assionate  devotion,  and  constructive  ))ower.  "An 
Old  Greek  Historian  of  Britain  and  the  Teutonic 
North"  {Forlniglilly)  is  an  account  by  Karl  Blind  of 
Pytheas,  the  Humboldt  of  Antiquity,  Strabo's  bete 
noir,  and  the  sul).ject  of  a  novel  by  William  Behrends. 
Mr.  Massingham's  "The  Nationalisation  of  Cath- 
edrals "  (Conteinporcu-y)  is  counncnte<l  u])on  in 
anotlier  column.  Two  jiapers  which  must  be  men- 
tioned are  .Mr.  .Vulienm  Ilei-bert's  characteristic 
"  Last  Bit  of  Natural  AVoodland  "  iu  tht>  Xiin-teenth 
Ccniury.  and  a  most  interesting  account  of  "The 
Decisi,"  an  Italian  secret  society,  in  the  Montldy 
PaeI.et.  Mr.  (i.  W .  Hulman's  "  Fittest  or  Luckiest : 
"Which  Survives'/"  in  tiie  X(dinnaL  although  closely 
argued,  is  a  thoroughly  readable  i>aper.  .Mr.  Bulman 
wishes  to  i)oint  out  that  the  Darwinian  assumption, 
that  slight  individual  difTerences  determine  which 
shall  survive  and  which  shall  perish  in  the  struggle 
for  existence,  has  not  been  proved.  "  Unionist,"  who 
writes  the  anonymous  piilitical  article  in  the  Xational, 
beats  the  air  with  abortive  vigour. 
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FIRST    IMPRESSIONS.* 

CouEAOK  and  common  soiiso  are  both  conspicuons  in  Mr. 
Bowfin's  vifforou.s  and  practical  lecturos  on  flie  tcadiins  of 
"  Eng-lish  Literature  in  Schools."  He  advocates  the  study  of 
literature  as  literature,  and  by  that  he  means  the  study  of  a 
poem  or  prose  work,  not  merely  for  the  sake  of  its  sulistancc.  its 
form,  and  its  stylo,  but  also  for  the  .sake  of  tlie  thought,  iiun^jiua- 
tion,  and  feelinj;  to  whicli  it  gives  expressicjn.  Whatever  tlie 
teacher  may  do  for  his  pupils  hy  means  of  eriti<-:il  notes,  his- 
torical introductions,  or  tlic  exposition  of  ]iraclii-Hl  difficulties,  he 
must  seek  beyond  all  else  to  lead  the  youn^  students  about  him, 
not  away  from  the  text  of  the  book  they  are  studyiujj-,  but  back  to 
it  with  fuller  appreciatiuu,  quickened  intelliifcnce.  and  new  zest. 
Mr.  Bowcn  protests  against  degrading  the  master])iece8  of 
English  or  foreign  literature  into  mere  quarries  for  vocabulary 
construction,  philology,  and  the  like.  He  \irges  teachers,  in 
short,  to  lead  their  pupils  to  "appreciate  though!  as  thought,  a 
work  of  art  as  a  work  of  art;  and,  thereby,  not  oidy  to  enlarge, 
enrich,  and  refine  their  minds  and  hearts,  but  also  to  briug  them 
to  a  knowledge  and  ability  in  expressing  themselves,  when  they 
have  something  to  say,  both  correctly  and  well."  Mr.  Bcjweu 
ridicules  the  notion  tliat  all  pupils  who  are  not  preternaturally 
dull  must  l)e  able  at  once  and  of  tlu^mselves  to  understand  any 
piece  of  poetry  as  soon  as  it  is  j>ut  before  tliem  ;  such  a  notion, 
he  declares,  betrays  ignorance  alike  of  child-nature  and  of  the 
art  of  all  good  poets. 

It  is  ])leasant  to  got  a  little  pocket  volume  which  contains 
judicious  aiul  fairly  representative  selections  from  the  lyrics  and 
ballaris  of  ■■  The  Minor  Scottish  Poets."  Sir  George  Douglas  has 
edited  with  a  critical  introduction,  and  interesting,  as  well  as 
ample,  biograj)hical  notes — this  new  volume  of  the  Canterbury 
Poets,  a  series  of  cheap  books  which  has  deservedly  gained  a 
wide  circulation.  Many  well-known  writers,  of  course,  aro 
included  iu  a  selection  which  covers  a  period  th.at  lies  between 
the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century  anrt  the  present  time,  and 
foremost  in  the  list  stand  the  names  of  Robert  Tannahill,  Allan 
Cunningham.  Michael  Bruce,  David  Gray,  and  Alexander 
Smith,  but  many  of  the  most  exquisite  and  pathetic  poems  in 
this  anthology  were  written  by  men  and  women  who  cannot  in 
any  sense  be  said  to  be  famous.  We  aro,  therefore,  all  the 
more  gratefid  to  Sir  George  Douglas  for  the  conscientious 
maniu'r  in  which  he  has  woven  together  so  many  scattered  facts 
concerning  people  who  enriched  the  literature  "of  their  country, 
in  many  cases  almost  witliout  knowing  it.  At  the  same  time, 
we  are  bound  to  add  that  we  think  that  the  little  volume  would 
not  have  suffered  if  the  introductory  es-ay,  which  is  both  in- 
adequate and  prejudicial,  had  been"  omitted.  We  admire  the 
industry  with  which  Sir  William  has  gathered  biographical  notes, 
and.  on  the  whole,  it  is  possilde  to  speak  also  in  terms  of  praise 
concerning  his  catholicity  of  choice,  but  his  remarks  on  the  influ- 
ence on  Scottish  life  and  jwetry  of  the  teaching  of  John  Knox 
are  far  too  splenetic  and  sweeping.  It  is  both  unjust  and  absurd 
to  describe  John  Knox  as  the  "  Scottish  Torquemada."  and  such 
language  defeats  its  own  purpose  and  disfigures  tlie  book  iu 
which  it  is  found. 

A  group  of  short  stories  aud  sketches — fifteen  in  nundier — 
by  DougUs  Jerrold  forms  tlie  new  volume  of  the  Camelot 
Series.  The  book  is  distinctly  welcome,  though  it  hardly  shows 
the  genial  humourist  at  his  best.  We  are  glad  to  find  that  the 
original  preface  to  '■  The  Handbook  of  Swindling  "  has  been 
retained,  tor  its  wit  and  sarcasm  arc  thoroughly  characteristic. 
Mr.  Waller  Jerrold  contributes  to  the  volume  an  interesting 
biographical  accouut  of  his  grandfather,  aud  though  we  tliink 
that  it  would  have  been  jjossible  for  him  to  have  made  a  much 
better  selection  from  the  sparkling  writings  of  the  author  of 
•'Mrs.  Caudle's  Curtain  Lectures  "  and  "  Punch's  Letters  to 
his  Son,"  wo  are  not  inclined  to  quarrel  seriously  with  the 
book. 

Cornwall,  even  as  late  as  the  middle  of  last  century,  used  to 
bo  called — Ix-cause  of  the  rougli  manners  of  its  peafaring  and 
mining  population — "  W'est  Barbary."  No  uuin,  however,  did 
more  to  roll  away  that  re])roach  than  John  Wesley,  aiul  the 
infiucuces  of  the  Mi'thodist  Revival  were  such  tliat  the  character 
of  the  rude  j)o])ulace  was  entirely  ch.anged.  until  the  term  ceased 
to  rankle  and  now  lingers  merely  as  a  harmless  jest.  The  county 
abouuds,  as  Mr.  Price  in  these  pages  reminds  us,  with  "  sur- 

•  ENOMsn  LiTEEATUEE  Teacuino  IN  SCHOOLS.  Two  lectures  with 
exaniplos,  by  H.  Courtlio|iB  Bowen,  M.A.,  late  Caml)ridpo  Uui- 
vorsity  I.ei'turcr  in  the  Tlieory  of  Education.  Loudou :  Percival 
and  Co,     I'iiiio.     (Is.  (id.) 

Poems  of  tub  Scottish  Mixoe  Poets,  from  tlio  Age  of  Ramsay  to 
David  (Jray ;  selected  and  edited  bv  Sir  Oeorpe  Douglas,  Hart. 
The  Canterbury  Poets.  Loudon  aud  Now  York :  Walter  Scott 
18mo.      (l.s.) 

The  HanOuook  of  Swcjdlino,  and  othee  Papees.  By  Douglas 
Jerrold.  Edited,  with  uu  iutroduction  by  Walter  Jerrold.  The 
Camelot  Series.  London  and  New  York  :  Walter  Scott.  Crown 
8vo.     (Is.) 

West  Baeiiaet  ;  oe.  Notes  on  the  System  of  Woek  and  Waoes 
IN  the  Coenisu  Mines.  ByL.  L.  Price,  M.A.  Londcn :  Henry 
Frowde.     Oxford:    I'uiversity  Press.     Demy  Svo.     (2s.  (id.) 

Two  tJiELB  ON  A  Baeok.  By  V.  Cecil  Cotes.  Illustrated.  London  • 
Chatto  &  Wiudus,  Piccadilly.     Crown  Svo. 


rivals  "  of  the  past,  aud  amongst  them  not  the  least  remarkable 
is  the  old-world  system  by  which  the  mines  are  workeil,  and 
the  strange  jurisdiction  still  exercised  by  the  Court  of  the 
Stannaries.  In  Cornwall  the  student  of  economics  is  surprised 
to  find  a  •■  district  and  an  industry  which  seem  to  have  escaped 
the  disturbing  induenccs  of  an  industrial  revolution,  ami  to  have 
preserved  with  unbroken  continuity  the  same  general  system  of 
wages  from  the  middle  of  the  last  centurj",  if  not  f r()m  a  yet 
earlier  date,  down  to  the  present  day."  It  is  not  necessarv  to 
credit  tlie  jiojiular  tradition  that  the  origin  of  the  mining  laws 
of  the  county  dates  back  to  a  time  considerably  earlier  than  the 
Norman  Conquest,  any  more  tlian  to  accept  as  unimpeachable 
the  statement  (hat  there  is  an  old  geograjihy  book  of  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth  iu  existence,  in  which  Cornwall  is  pithily  described 
as  a  ■•  foreign  country  on  that  side  of  England  next  to  Spain." 
If  we  set  aside  the  traditions  of  the  district  about  the 
Phoenicians,  the  Romans,  and  tho  Britons,  and  even  regard  two 
or  three  subsequent  centuries  as  debatable  grouuil,  Cornwall  can 
at  least  boast  of  the  Royal  Charters  which  have  protected  its 
chief  industry  since  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  Mr.  Price  states 
that  the  facts  ami  statistics  which  make  u[)  this  admirable 
summary  of  work  aud  wages  in  the  mines  of  Cornwall  aro  the 
outcome  of  an  iiupiiry  four  or  five  years  ago  fcjr  the  Toynbee 
Trustees.  The  little  book  is  based  partly  on  local  research 'made 
during  a  prolonged  sojourn  iu  the  district  in  l.~SSt)  and  partly 
upon  the  evidence  laid  before  the  Mines  Comunssion  of  186+ 
and  a  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  which  sat  in 
1887  on  the  Stannaries  Act  (1869)  Amendment  Bill.  A  com- 
parison is  instituted  iu  these  pages  between  tutwork  and  tribute, 
and  tho  drawbacks  aud  abuses,  as  well  as  the  advantages  of  tho 
system,  are  clearly  and  temperately  indicated.  This  is.  in  short, 
an  extremely  able  statement  of  tlie  actual  conditicm  of  affairs, 
and  equal  stress  is  wisely  laid  by  Mr.  Price  ou  the  historical 
growth  of  the  system  and  ou  its  economic  significance. 

Apparently  tliey  had  a  lively  time  of  it,  tliose  •'  Two  Girls  on 
a  Barge"  as  they  floated  lazily  along  the  placid,  if  somewhat 
jirosaic,  waterways  which  link — for  strictly  business  purposes — 
Loudon  aud  Coventry.  It  was  Cambridge,  and  the  eml  of  term, 
and  the  heroines  of  this  odd  escapade  sat  iu  a  snug  little  room  at 
Girfou  discussing  jilans,  until  at  length,  out  of  tliat  midsummer 
night's  dream  of  guldeu  leisure,  the  scheme  of  a  house-boat  on 
the  Coventry  Can.il  took  sliaiie.  At  once  they  determined  to 
charter  a  roomy  salt-barge,  and  to  furnish  it  in  their  own  way, 
and  to  make  it  their  temporary  home.  The  truth  was.  one  of  tlie 
girls  had  overworked  herself,  and,  as  for  the  other,  she  artlessly 
confesses  that  she  had  nothing  better  to  do.  We  will  not  even 
hint  at  the  manner  iu  which  they  triumphed  over  the  obstacles 
which  Jay  between  tliem  aud  the  realisation  of  their  romantic 
plan;  it  is  enough  to  say  that  they  were  young  and  fair,  and, 
therefore,  the  barge  was  duly  placed  at  tli'eir  disposal,  aud  set 
forth  ou  its  ''voyage"  to  the  city  of  the  three  spires  under  the 
most  favourable  auspices.  The  young  ladies  did  not  travel  alone  : 
one  of  them  had  a  brother,  a  good-natured  cadet,  aud  a  young 
artist  likewise  appeared  on  the  scene,  though  not  quite  by  chance. 
Ou  the  way  to  Coventry,  with  youth  at  the  prow  and  pleasure  at 
tho  helm,  they  had  some  droll  encounters,  and  not  tlie  least 
pleasant,  we  gather,  was  oue  with  a  grey-haired  jdiilauthropist 
of  much  more  than  local  renown,  who  keeps  a  sharp  eye  on 
canal-boats  aud  stray  children.  There  is  a  picture  representing 
this  worthy  engaged  in  animated  conversation  witli  tho  sweet 
girl-graduate  of  the  party,  and  his  face  seems  familiar,  aud  so, 
it'  we  mistake  not.  is  his  name.  There  is  a  terrible  lack  of  geo- 
graphical information  in  the  volume,  and  facts  and  statistics  are 
conspicuous  by  their  absence;  but  the  student  of  human  nature, 
if  he  is  not  in  too  exacting  a  mood,  may  pick  up  a  hint  or  two. 
As  for  the  "indulgent  reader,"  ho  has  his  laugh,  and  it  is  not, 
we  hasten  to  add,  at  tlie  expense  of  the  "  Two  Girls  ou  a  Barge." 
There  is  freshness  and  liumour  in  these  eutertaiuiug  descriptions 
of  persons  and  places  and  the  little  incidents  of  travel,  and  we 
lay  down  the  book  with  the  reflection  that  the  cadet  and  tho 
artist  were  uncommonly  lucky  fellows.  We  do  not  intend  to 
divulge  any  secrets,  but  so  far  as  they  were  concerned  love's 
labour  was  not  lust.  Tlie  little  vignettes  scattered  througli  tho 
text  reflect  quite  as  cleverly  as  the  full-page  illustrations  all  the 
fun  of  tho  barge  and  some  of  the  foibles  of  its  crew. 


NOTICE. 

— 0 — 

EmtOELAL   COMMtJNICATIONS 

should  be  addressed  to  "  Ths  EnrroE,"  aud  Adveetisements  to  "  Thb 
Manaoee,"  at  115,  Fleet  Street,  E.G. 

The    Editor   cannot   return    Manuscripts  which    are   sent   to    him 
unsolicited, 

ADVEETISEarBNTS 
should  be  received  not  latbe  than  Thuesdat  Moenino. 

AppUcations  for  copies  of  The  Spkakke,  and  Subscriptions,  should  be 
sent  to  CiasELi,  &  Company,  Limited,  La  Belle  Sauvage,  London,  E.G. 

The  Spkakee  may  be  obtained  in  Paris  every  Saturday  morning  at 
No.  12,  Rue  Bleue.  

TkBMS  op  StJBSOEIPTION  BY  POST— 

Yearly         £i  gs. 

Half-yearly 14,. 

Quarterly 7a, 
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CHAHO  &  WINDUS'S  NEW  BOOKS. 

RICMARU     I'RYCE'S    NEW    NOVEL. 
On  Scptcmbtrr  15,  in  2  vols.,  crown  8vo, 

MISS  MAXWELL'S  AFFECTIONS. 

Hy  Kl(  llAKK  rRYCI-".,  Author  of  "Just  IniiX-'dimenl." 


A    NEW    HUMOROUS    TRAVEL  •  BOOK. 

*  "rown  8\'<>.  tlnlh  extra.  3s.  0(1. 

TWO     GIRLS     ON    A    BARGE. 

Ky  V.  Cecil  Cotes.     With  44  Illustrations  by  K.  H.  Iuunse.sd. 
"A  brecry  and  frolicsome  luirrative." — Times. 

ROBERT  BUCHANAN'S  NEW  POEM. 

Small  (Icmy  8vi).   cloth  biuriU.   8s. 

THE  OUTCAST :  a  Rhyme  for  the  Time. 

Hy  RoHKKT  Bucii.'iNAN,  .^uthor  of  "  Thf  Sh.idow  of  the  Sword." 
With  13  Illustrations  by  Rudolf  Blind,  I'ettr  Macnab,  and  Hume 
Nisbei.  

Sm.iU  demy  8vo.  cloth  extra.  7s.  6d. 

LIFE    OF    JANE    WELSH     CARLYLE. 

By  Mrs.  .-Xi.K.x.^MitK  1kki,.\M'.  .-^uilioi  of  ■  Si-lcctions  Iroiu  the 
Works  of  Charles  Reade."     With  I'ortrait  and  Kacsimile  Letter. 

"  Mrs.  Ireland  may  be  saiti  to  have  completed  what  Froude  began.  _  .  _.  . 
There  is  nothing  but  unstinted  praise  to  be  awarded  for  its  rigidly  conscientious 
thoroughness,  as  well  a.s  for  a  charm  of  style  which  is  due  as  much  to  the  heart  as  to 
the  head  of  the  iimc\." —Lh'crfocl  Post. 


On  September  loth,  2  vols. ,  demy  8vo,  cloth  extra,  24s. 

LIFE  of  JAMES  BOSWELL  (of  Auchinleck). 

Wuh  an  Account  of  his  S.i>  lugs.  Doings,  and  Writings.     By  I'kki  v 
FiTZGERAi-U,  M.h.     Willi  4  I'ortraits. 

Now  Ready,  crown  8vo.  cloth  extra,  6s. 

FREELAND:   a  Social  Anticipation.     By 

Ur.  Theodor  Hertzk.^.  Translated  by  .\RrHUK  R.\nsom. 
"  Early  last  year  Dr.  Hert/ka,  a  well-known  Viennese  political  economist,  pub- 
lished a  book  entitled  '  Freeland :  a  Social  Anticipation.'  The  book  quickly  ran 
through  several  large  editions,  and  before  the  year  ended  societies  were  bemg  formed 
in  diSrent  parts  of  Germany  and  Austria  preparatory  to  the  organisation  of  a  colony 
in  which  Dr.  Hertzka's  new  economic  views  might  be  practically  tested. " 

GentUman's  Magazine, 


HUME   NISBETS   NEW    BOOK. 
Now  Ready,  crown  8vo,  cloth  extra.  2S.  6d. 

LESSONS    IN    ART.      By    Hume    Nisbet. 

With  22  Illustrations  in  fac-simile. 


NOW   READY,    NEW  AND   CHEAPER   EDITION,    REVISED 

AND   CORRECTED. 

Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  3s.  6d. 

MYTHS     AND     DREAMS.      By     Edward 

Cloud.  .Author  of  ■■  Tlie  Story  of  C'rcuiou.  ' 
'*  A  delightful  volume.    .    .    .    .-V  welcome  contribution  to  the  literature  of  the 
ivlayxX."— Pall  Mall  Gazette. 


THE  FOUNTAIN  OF  YOUTH:  a  Novel 

of    Adventure.       by    EkA>>MLS    Dawson.    M.B.      Edited    by 

Paul  Devon.     With  2  Illustrations  by  Hume  Nisbet.     Crown  8vo, 

cloth  extra,  3s.  6d. 

"A  rattling  good  stor>',  full   of  fun,  and  abounding  in  incidents  of  the  most 

startling  and  sensational  character.     .     .     .     Whether  ue  regard  its  humour,  or  iis 

pathos,  or  the  remarkable  descriptions  of  things  seen  or  heard,  the  work  is  one  wliich 

every  reader  will  enjoy." — Scotsiitan, 

GEORGE    R.    SIMS'S   NEW   BOOK. 
Crown  8v<».  paper  covers,   is.  ;   cloth,  is.  6d. 

DAGONET  DITTIES.     (From  the  Referee:) 


By  Ge;ijrgi;   K.    Sims,  .\uihor  of 
Dagonet  Reciter,  "  &c. 


How   the  Poor  Live, 


■The 


MR.      BESANT'S      ROMANCE     OF     TO-DAY. 

C'heaper  ICdition.  cro\Mi  Bvo,  cloth  extra,  3s.  6d. 

ARMOREL  OF  LYONESSE :  a  Romance 

of  To-day.      I^y   Waltek    Besant.      With    12    lllu^tr.uion^    by 
1'.   Barnard. 
'*  Mr.   Besant  has  seldom,  if  ever,  written  a  belter  or  more  interesting  story. 
When  we  compare  it  with  average  fiction,  we  feel  almost  inclined  to  fall  down  and 
worship  the  volume." — Speaker. 


THE   GENTLEMAN'S    MAGAZINE. 

One  SMlling  Monthly. 
Co.STi-.NTs  FOR  SICPTEM BF.R  : 
THE  TROUBLES  OF  AN  OXFORD  liEAVTV.  By  Philip  Sinclair.— ON 
SO.ME  EXTR.\CTS  FROM  HARRIET  SHELLEVS  LETTERS.  By  .\nnie 
E.  Ireland.-ZOOLOGlC.\L  RETROCRESSION.  By  H.  G.  Wells,  B.Sc— 
WAS  LORD  BE.\CON.SFll- ID  IHE  SUN?  Bv  J.  .\.  Farrer.— A  DAV  AT 
THE  .MEVDOU.M  PYR.\MID.  By  Rev.  H.  D.  R.-iwnsley,  M..\.-JOHN 
AUBREY  OF  WILTS.  By  Rev.  B.  G.  lohns.  .M.A.-NOTES  ON  THE 
LI.^S  AND  IRIAS  CLIFFS  OF  THE  SEVKKN.  By  C  Parkinson.— SOME 
LONDON  SIREETS.  By  E.  K.  Pcirce.- IE.\N  CHOUAN  :  a  tale  of  La 
Vendue.  By  C.  E.  Meelkerke.- PAGES  ON  PL.^YS.  By  Justin  Huntly 
McCarthy,  M. P.— HEINE  ON  ENGLISHMEN.     By  Sylvanus  Urban. 

London:  GHAJTO  &  WINDUS,  Piccadilly. 


f  H  0  M      n  A  I.  T  E  B     HCOTT'S     LIST. 


IBSEN'S 

Famous 

Prose  Dramas. 

COMPLETE  IN  lll-f-    VVLUMES. 

Uniform  and  Aitlhorilalive  English  Edition.     Crown  8vo,  cloth, 
Js.  M.  per   I  'cl. 


The  Fifth  and  last  Volume  of  this  Series, 
containing ROSMERSHOLM,  THE  LADY 
FROM  THE  SEA.  and  Mr.  William 
Archer's  translation  of  H ED  DA  G  ABLER, 
is  now  ready. 


.Set  of  J   Vols,  in  Case,  lys.  6J,  ;    also  J   Vols,  in  Half-Morocco, 
in  Cctse,  J2s.  6d. 


•,1.0s DOy.      WALTER    SCOTT,    S4,     WARWICK    LANE. 


OXJR-    EITES- 


Jicst  fuhlisheJ,    TWELFTH  EDITION, 

With  New  Chapters  on  the  alleviation  and  Cure  of  Short  Sight  and  the 
Iniprovenient  in  Old  Sight. 

OUR     EYES, 

AND     HOW    TO    PRESERVE     THEM,    FROM 
INFANCY     TO     OLD    AGE. 

WITH   SPECIAL   INFORMATION   ABOUT   SPECTACLES. 

liU  .JOHN   BBOnyiNG.   F.R.A.S.,   F.R.M.S.,   dc 

With  70  Illustrations,  Eighteenth  Thousand,  price  is.,  cloth. 


CHATTO  &  WINDUS,  PICCADILLY,  LONDON,  W., 

AND   ALL    BOOKSELLERS, 
.^ent  free  for  is.  2d.  by  the  .\uihor,   John  Browning,  6-;,  Strand,  London,  W.C. 

PROFESSIONAL   AUTHORS. 


w 


ANTED  for  a  M.VGAZIN'E,  e.xciting  Short  Stories. 
Maximum,  3,000  words  ;  payment  One  Guinea  per 
1,000.  Address,  "Outward  Bound"  Publishing  Co., 
77,  St.  John  Street,  E.G. 

SECRETARY  \V.-\N'1E1)  by  County  l>ivisional  Liberal 
Association.  Thoroughly  experienced  in  Organisation  and 
Agency,  and  in  synipattiy  with  .Agricultural  I^lxjurer.  Salary,  ^175. 
—Apply,  lirielly  stating  qualitications,  to  Alpha,  Home  Counties 
Lil.eral   Oflice,  42,    Parliament   Street,  Westminster. 


MISS  BRAHAM  will  RE-OPEX  her  SCHOOL  on 
FRIDAY,  SEl'Ti:.MHER  i8th.  The  Boys  .arc  prep.ared  lor 
the  Ordinary  and  Schohtrship  E.xaminations  of  the  Public  Schools. 
Inclusive  Fees,  80  to  100  (iuiiie.as  .:  N'-:-.r-   -!'!\'V'  ^'■■-     p.^KK'S'i. 


:b  X  xx. 


ESl.MiLISHED    1C51. 

SEC 


^  .A.  ^  XJL 


Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane. 


THREE  per  CENT.  INTEREST  allowed  on  DEPOSITS,  repayable  on 
demand.  TWO  per  CENT,  on  CURRENT  ACCOUNTS,  on  minimum  monthly 
balance,  when  not  drawn  below  X'oo.  STOCKS,  SHARES,  and  ANNUITIES 
purchased  and  sold.  

For  the  encouragement  of  Thrift  the  Bank  receives  small  sums  on  depoiiit,  and 
allows  bteiest,  at  the  rate  of  THKEE  per  CENT,  per  annum,  on  each  completed  i;i. 
The  BIRKBECK  ALM.\NACK,  with  full  particulars,  post  free. 

FRANCIS  RAVENSCROFT,  Manager. 
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HOTEL    ALBEMARLE, 

Corner  of  ALBEMARLE  STREET  and  PLCCADLLLY. 

"  This  charming  hotel,  lately  opened  under  the  proprietorship  and  management 
"  of  MR.  A.  VOGEL,  is  undoubtedly  unique.  Furnished  with  delightful  taste,  the 
"  appointments  and  cuisine  far  surpass  the  majority  of  its  rivals.  A  distinct  and 
"  appreciable  feature  of  the  '  HOTEL  ALBEMARLE  '  is  the  opportunity  it  offers  for 
"  giving  one's  friends  r6cherch6  dinners  ■with  the  privacy  and  refinements  of  one's 
"  home.  Added  to  the  number  of  private  rooms  is  one  for  the  use  of  such  visitors 
"  as  are  not  guests  in  the  hotel,  where,  by  notifying  the  Proprietor,  tables  can  be 
"retained." — Vide  Press. 


HOTEL     AIiBEMARLE 


J 


CORNER     OF     ALBEMARLE     STREET     AND     PICCADILLY. 


FOR    MUTUAL    LIFE    ASSURANCE. 


THE  SCOTTISH  WIDOWS   FUND. 

EstabJifihed  A.D.  I8I0. 


Funds    Exceed    £11,000,000. 

London   Office:     28,    CORNHILL,    E.G. 


LIFE     INSURANCE     REFORM. 


Premiums  Half  the  Usual  Rates. 


SEND    FOR  PROSPECTUS. 


MUTUAL  RESERVE  FUND  LIFE 
ASSOCIATION  OF  NEW  YORK. 

90,    QUEEN    STREET,    CHEAPSIDE,    LONDON,    E.G. 


EQUITABLE 

FOUNDED     1762. 

PURELY  MUTUAL  LIFE  ASSURANCE  WITHOUT  AGENCY  FEES 

OR    COMMISSION. 


Offices:     OPPOSITE     THE      MANSION      HOUSE,     LONDON,     E.C 


"LIBERTY" 

NOVELTIES 

FOR 

SEASIDE 
DRESSES. 

Beautiful  and  Inexpensive. 

LIBERTY  AND  CO. 


"Liberty"  Silks. 

Summer  Washing  Silks,  White,  Buff, 
and  Coloured.  Pure,  light,  and  tough. 
For  Ideal  Summer  Dresses  and  Under- 
flarments.  Price  2S.  6d.  tu  6s.  gd.  per 
yard,  27  to  40  inches  wide.  Summer 
Patterns  Post-free. 

"Liberty"  Embroidered  Muslin. 

I'or  Washing  Dresses,  with  cnibiuider- 
ed  Flora!  Designs  on  White  and  Cream 
Grounds.  Price  is.  gd.  per  yard,  31 
inches  wide.  Summer  Patterns  post-free. 
REGENT  ST..  LONDON.  W. 


SCOTT   flDlE, 

Cloak  iilaher  to  tl)f  l\OPaI  jTcimilj). 

TRAVELLING  COATS  &  GOWNS, 

CARRIAGE  RUGS, 

TARTAN  PLAIDS. 
SHETLAND  HOMESPUNS. 

HARRIS  HOMESPUNS. 

SCOTCH  TWEEDS. 


The  Royal  Scotch  IVarcJioiisc, 

115 1 115a,  RE&ENT  STREET,  LONDON,  W. 

7;/f^"r«wj—"  SCOTT  ADIE,"  LONDON. 


CHUBBS  JEWEL  SAFES 

WILL  PREVENT  JEWEL  ROBBERIES 
and  are  FIRE-RESISTING. 

LOCKS.  LATCHES,  and  BOXES  for  all  purposes. 

ILLUSTRATED    PRICE    LISTS    POST    FREE. 

128,   Queen   Victoria  Street,   E.C:  ami  (!S,  St. 
.fanies's  Street,  Pal/  Mall. 

ROBINSON    &    CLEAVER. 

Grand  Diploma  of  Honour.  Edinburgh,  1890  : 
Two  Prize  Medals,  Paris.  1889. 

ROBINSON     AND     CLEAVER'S 

IRISH 


Children's 1'3  per  doz. 

Ladies'         2/2 

Gbntlemkn's  3/3       ,, 

Hemstitched: 

Ladiks'        ...        ...     21114    „ 

"  C'lifapcst    Handkerchiefs  I       Gesti.kmrn's         ...  3/11         ,. 

I  ha%  L-  c\>_-r  seen."  Embroidereti  Handlcerchiefs,  in  all  the  latest  styles, 

Svlvia's  Journal.  I  from  l^  to  20/-  c.ich. 


CAMBRIC 


Samples  and   Illustrate. i 
Price    Lists    of   aber.  c  ; 
also    of    Damask    an.t 
ilousrhold  Linens,  S/iirts,  Coii'a 
iS:c.,  Post  Free. 


"The  Irish  Cambrics  of 
Messrs.      Robinson      and 

Cli-M\  er     have      a      world- 


POCKET 

handkIrchiefs. 

ROBINSON  &  CLEAVER,  BELFAST. 

I!y   A]>poiiitmenl  t  >  the   Queen  and  the   Eniprc-s  Frederick  of  Germ.^ny. 
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